
The Future
Public meetings Jan 8, 9 and 12, 2008



Purpose of Meetings

•NPS seeks public comment to inform 
development of a preferred alternative

•Alternative concepts are presented p p
which include components that can be 
combined in many different ways 
to achieve the future vision for the 
National Mall



• Preserving Historic Resources 
– Historic Districts

– Cultural landscapes

– Numerous sites listed on the National Register of Historic Places

January 9th Discussion Focus

• National Historic Preservation Act  - Section 106
– Legal and economic relation to undertaking and affected 

properties

– Concerned with undertakings impact of historic properties

– Identify Consulting Parties and Set Schedule for Consultation 
Meetings



• Top tier Vision Plans like the National Mall Plan
– Describe “what and where”
– National Mall Plan tiers from the Legacy Plan

I l t ti  Pl  

NPS Tiered Planning

• Implementation Plans 
– Focus on “how”
– Such as construction plans or resource management 

plans 
– May include additional approvals or compliance

such as U.S. Commission of Fine Arts or
additional Section 106 compliance



2006-2007 Scoping/ Begin 
affected 
environment

Scoping continues Develop Alts/ Begin 
Environmental 
analysis

Public input / 
continue 
analysis

Internal Planning 
Preparation
Studies
Background Reports
Internal Scoping 

Press Conference 
Scoping newsletter 
November 15 
Symposium 
Project website

Open House
Planning meetings

Develop a range of  
concepts
Cooperating Agency 
workshops 
Internal studies 
continue

Newsletter 3 -
workbook

2006 November 2006 February 2007 April to November December 2007

Schedule

2006 November 2006 February 2007 April to November 
2007

December 2007

2007-2009 Develop Preferred / 
analysis continues

Publish Draft Plan / 
comment response

Final Plan 
published

Plan 
completed

Scoping and 
Concept Workbook 
Meetings 

Preferred Alternative 
Development

Meetings nationwide 
as Draft National Mall 
Plan / Environmental 
Impact Statement 
(DEIS) published 

Final Plan published
30 day waiting 
period
Record of Decision 
signed completing 
planning

Plan summary 
document 
published

Early January 2008 
Meetings 
Internet 30 days

Late Jan/Feb 2008 Late spring to 
Summer 2008
60 day public 
comment period

Nov 2008 to Jan 2009 July 2009



• No-Action – continues current management

• Alt A –focus on Historic Landscape and Education

Range of Alternatives
Concepts developed from: 

public comment, resource studies, and staff input.

• Alt B –focus on welcoming national civic space, events 
and high use levels

• Alt C –focus on urban open space, urban ecology, 
recreation and healthy lifestyles

I d e a s  f r o m  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  c a n  b e  c o m b i n e d  i n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s !



Planning Must Address:

1. National Service Park mission:
preservation and visitor use

2.  National Mall Preferred Alternative:
• Preserve Historic Landscape and Preserve Historic Landscape and 
Memorials
• Provide appropriate level of education
• Provide a welcoming national civic space for  

public gatherings and national celebrations
• Provide an appropriate level of recreation
• Provide for environmental stewardship and 

sustainability



Opportunities & Challenges



No Action: Continue Current Management



A: Focus on Historic Landscape & Education



B: Focus on Welcoming National Civic Space,    
Public Gathering, Events & High Levels of Use



C: Focus on Open Space and Urban Ecology



Specific Areas to Consider:
– The Mall

– Union Square

– Lincoln Reflecting Pool

Constitution Gardens

Topic: Historic Elements

– Constitution Gardens

– Tidal Basin



The Mall



Union Square



Lincoln Reflecting Pool & Adjacent Areas



Constitution Gardens & Tidal Basin

Constitution Gardens Tidal Basin



Potomac Riverfront



• Designed views 
Capitol to Lincoln Memorial and beyond

Capitol to Washington Monument

Washington Monument to WWII / Lincoln

Thomas Jefferson Memorial to The White House

Topic: Views and View Shed Protection

• Secondary views
Constitution Gardens Lake to Washington Monument

View of National Archives from the National Mall

• Aerial views 
Sometimes the first view 

(e.g. landing at Reagan National Airport)



• Protecting character defining locations
– The White House 
– U.S. Capitol
– Washington Monument
– Lincoln Memorial
– Thomas Jefferson Memorial

• Visitor safety and pedestrian lighting
El  lk   th  Li l  R fl ti  P l

Topic: Night Time Lighting & Character

– Elm walks near the Lincoln Reflecting Pool
– The Mall

– Tidal Basin

• Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Park



• Archeological resources

• Ethnography and user interests
– Groups with 2 generations of use

Topic: Historic Uses and Users


