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The McMillan Commission visited many European cities with a special focus on the plan for Paris.
SOURCE: Above Paris. Concorde Champs- Elysees, 1865. Page 24.
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Which has evolved as shown here in 1995, to this with the Tuielleries Gardens in the foreground and the Champ Eylesses Boulevard stretching to the Arc de Triumph beyond in conformance to the historic plan. 
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They were impressed with the Grand Canal at the Palace of Versailles which was borrowed for the design of our reflecting pool.
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The Commission was very impressed with the fountains here at Versailles as well as the other European cities they visited.  Ultimately they proposed many fountains in their plan for Washington. To provide for relief for visitors in the hot and humid summers.
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Here is the McMillan Plan with it’s kite shape with the Capital at the tail. It re-affirmed L’Enfants scheme of a grand open space flanked by buildings from 3rd and 14th Streets, but changed them from residential to public buildings.
SOURCE: The Mall in Washington 1791 – 1991. Plate LXIV - General Plan of the Mall System, 1915. Page 210.   
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The McMillan plan first labeled this complex “The Mall.”
SOURCE: Washington in Maps. The Mall, The McMillan Plan - 1901.
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This perspective view from a balloon is perhaps the best image of the MacMillan plan upon which to evaluate it.
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The genius of the plan was it’s two mile long east-west axis from the capitol to the site of the Lincoln memorial.  This strengthening and extension of L’Enfant’s avenue was the critical concept to bringing the National Mall to where it is today.
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“The Common” was dedicated to formal and informal sports including fields, gymnasiums, bath houses, swimming in the tidal basin, and a major memorial on axis with Maryland Avenue and is now occupied by the Jefferson Memorial (1942) but the remainder was never constructed. 
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The proposed parks in the northwest and southwest along the lines of the kite, were lost to the urban development plan. 
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The development of House and Senate office buildings surrounding the capitol were constructed.
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As well as those around the White House.
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And the Federal Triangle.
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The centerpiece of the plan was the Washington Monument Grounds surrounding the recently completed monument. 
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The Centerpiece of the plan was the Monument gardens fountains and pools and terraces on the Washington Monument grounds with a 300 foot-wide staircase to accommodate the drop in topography to the west.  This grand scheme was never implemented because engineering studies showed that the stability to the Monument would be in jeopardy from such an intrusion.
SOURCE: The Mall in Washington 1791 – 1991. Plate LXVII - General View of the Monument Garden and Mall - C. Grahm; 1915. Page 211.jpg
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Here then is the comparison between the McMillan Plan and today.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The existing conditions of 1901 on the left and the proposed alley of trees with museums on both side between Independence and Constitution Avenues converted the informal English garden to the strong formal French landscape solution.
SOURCE: The Mall in Washington 1791 - 1991 - page 208 (edited image – Photoshop Transform.)
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Seen from the Washington Monument the Agriculture grounds in the foreground with the informal English landscape of curvilinear paths and clusters of shade trees with the Capitol beyond.
SOURCE: The Mall in Washington 1791 - 1991 - Plate LVII. View of Mall looking east from Washington Monument, 1901. Page 205.
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Imagine the controversy to convert that landscape to this which finally occurred in 1935 and it looked like this from the Washington Monument.  In 1933 the lands managed by the Department of Agriculture and Smithsonian were transferred to the National Park Service and by 1935 the transformation to the McMillan Plan was finally achieved.
SOURCE: A Manual on the Origin and Development of Washington - View of the Mall from the Capitol Dome, Looking West. Page 204.
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In 1937 NCPC created this plan which finally pus to rest the 35-year debate over the design of the McMillan Plan for the filling of the Tidal Basin and the formal French gardens on the Monument grounds. The curvilinear elliptical shape of the walkways shown here are similar to those under construction today.
SOURCE: A Manual on the Origin and Development of Washington - The Central Composition of the National Capital. Page 100.
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During the first world war the first temporary buildings were built to house the overflow of Defense Department employees which were still there as shown in this 1931 photo.
SOURCE: National Geographic Magazine, November 1931. Page 604 (arrows added.)
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They were overwhelmed by the need for more tempos during World War II.  Note the cars parked around the base of the Monument in the 1949 photo.
SOURCE: Cities from the Sky. Washington Monument. 13 May 1949. Page 61.
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Here were the tempos at their peak, including two bridges across the Reflecting Pool and the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts on today’s polo grounds.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here in 1958 the Tempos, still occupied 1/3 of the National Mall.
SOURCE: Monumental Washington. Figure 91 - Aerial Photograph of Central Washington Looking Southeast, 1958. Page 178.




