
nAtiOnAl mAll PlAn: SummAry
e n r i c h i n g  O u r  A m e r i c A n  e x P e r i e n c e  
e n v i S i O n i n g  A  n e w  F u t u r eOur AmericAn Symb Ol. Our FrOnt yArd. Our demO crAtic StAge.



“the nAtiOnAl mAll iS where we celebrAte the inAugurAtiOn OF Our 

PreSident, the birth OF Our nAtiOn, And the rightS OF All AmericAnS tO 

PeAceFully gAther And SPeAk their mindS. it iS AlSO A PlAce where we  

cOme tO leArn AbOut Our cOuntry, Our leAderS, And the eventS thAt 

teSted uS And mAde uS StrOng. thiS new viSiOn hOnOrS theSe PurPOSeS.” 

Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar



For more than 200 years the national mall has symbolized 

our nation and its democratic values, which have inspired 

the world. the national mall — the great swath oF green 

in the middle oF our capital city and stretching From the 

Foot oF the united states capitol to the potomac river —  

is the premier civic and symbolic space in our nation.   

“we the people” come here to demonstrate our rights and 

celebrate our Freedoms, our history and culture, our unity 

and diversity, and our way oF liFe. 

This historic open space with its planned vistas will continue to provide an inspiring setting for national 
memorials, many of them symbols of our democracy. It also provides a visual connection between the branches 
of government, and a backdrop for government buildings and the great cultural institutions of our nation.

The National Mall will be respectfully rehabilitated and refurbished so that very high levels of use will be 
perpetuated.  The needs of all visitors and users will be met in an attractive, convenient, high-quality, energy-
efficient, and sustainable manner. 
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AckNOwLedgMeNT

The National Mall Plan presents a vision about the kinds of resource conditions, visitor experiences, and  

facilities that will best fulfill the purposes of the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The National Mall stretches 

west from the U.S. Capitol to the Potomac River, and north from the Thomas Jefferson Memorial to Constitution 

Avenue. Nearly 30,000 Americans and others provided ideas, statements of concern, and helpful comments 

during the preparation of the plan. The National Park Service appreciates all of the comments and considered 

them as the plan was developed.

While the National Mall is under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service, multiple governmental agencies 

and organizations have jurisdiction over lands and roads within and adjacent to the National Mall, including 

the Architect of the Capitol, the National Gallery of Art, the Smithsonian Institution, the Department of 

Agriculture, the General Services Administration, the District of Columbia, and the Washington Metropolitan 

Area Transit Authority. In addition, the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, the National Capital Planning Commission, 

the Advisory Council for Historic Preservation, and the D.C. Historic Preservation Office have consultation, 

planning, review, and in some cases approval authority for issues related to planning, historic preservation, 

commemorative works, and design. 

All of these agencies and organizations, as well as the public, have cooperated with the National Park Service 

in the development of this plan for the National Mall. The implementation of the approved plan will require 

an ongoing exchange of ideas, goals, best practices, advice, and concerns. 

This document is a summary of the Final National Mall Plan / Environmental Impact Statement, which has 

been approved by National Capital Regional Director Margaret G. O’Dell. To obtain a copy of the final plan 

and the record of decision, visit www.nps.gov/nationalmallplan.

The Trust for the National Mall is the official nonprofit fundraising partner of the National Park Service and 

is dedicated to restoring and improving the National Mall. The Trust was formed with the commitment and 

vision to help preserve the National Mall, a public space that evokes the pride and patriotism of a people.  

The Trust believes that the National Mall — America’s Front Yard — should reflect our country’s values and 

be maintained to the highest standards. Simply put, the goal is to make the National Mall the best park in 

the world. The Trust will support the implementation of the National Mall Plan, aid in providing educational 

opportunities and connecting visitors to the National Mall’s rich history, and sponsor design competitions 

(see www.nationalmall.org).



this illustration shows a revitalized national 
Mall respectfully rehabilitated and refurbished 
as an enduring symbol of our country, our 
nation’s front yard, and its democratic stage.
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The NATIONAL MALL — Our evOLvINg NATIONAL LANdScAPe

In 1791 GeoRGe WAshInGton seLeCteD PIeRRe L’enFAnt to DesIGn A CAPItAL CIty FoR the neW nAtIon. 

L’enFAnt enVIsIoneD A GRAnD AnD MonUMentAL oPen sPACe WIth GReAt WestWARD LooKInG VIstAs, 

A CIty oRGAnIZeD ARoUnD Key BUILDInG LoCAtIons, A GRAnD CentRAL sPACe, FUtURe CoMMeMoRAtIVe 

sItes, AnD the stReet systeM. the LeGIsLAtIVe AnD exeCUtIVe BRAnChes oF GoVeRnMent WoULD Be LInKeD 

By A GReAt VIsUAL CRoss-AxIs, AnD At the PoInt WheRe the VIsUAL LInKs CRosseD, An eqUestRIAn stAtUe 

oF GeoRGe WAshInGton WoULD Be eReCteD.  

The basic concepts of L’Enfant’s design were carried out, although his proposed equestrian statue was 

replaced with the giant obelisk. When work finally began in the 1840s on the Washington Monument, designers 

had to move it away from the exact intersection of the axes due to unstable soils. The new location, however, 

turned out to have an unexpected benefit since a slightly off-center focal point allowed for longer east-west 

and north-south views when the tidal flats were filled in the late 1800s, providing an opportunity to expand the 

National Mall.  

A little more than a century after the L’Enfant plan, another signature plan was prepared by the U.S. Senate’s 

Park Commission in 1901–02. Known as the McMillan plan, this plan redefined the building and landscape 

character of the National Mall and gave it a cultural focus. The Lincoln Memorial, the Ulysses S. Grant 

Memorial, and the Thomas Jefferson Memorial were all direct results of the McMillan plan. While some 

elements of the plan were either not implemented or were modified over the next 50 years, the McMillan plan 

indelibly changed the heart of the nation’s capital city. 

To celebrate the nation’s Bicentennial in 1976, plans were begun in the 1960s and 1970s by the design firm of 

Skidmore, Owings and Merrill to transform the National Mall into a pedestrian-oriented, celebratory space. 

Union Square was redesigned with a large reflecting pool, the Constitution Gardens were built to celebrate the 

founding of our country, temporary Department of Defense facilities were finally removed, and some roads 

crossing the Mall were placed in tunnels, although people objected to the visual impact of tunnel portals and 

plans to tunnel all of the roads were stopped. 

The changes in the 1970s served as an impetus for the construction of several new memorials over the next 20 

years, including the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, and the Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt Memorial. By the late 1990s the public recognized that the National Mall was a finite space that 

could no longer accommodate all the memorials and monuments that were proposed. The National Capital 

Planning Commission responded in 1997 with the third major plan for the nation’s capital — Extending the 

Legacy, which called for protecting the National Mall from overdevelopment and recentering the city on the 

U.S. Capitol, with future growth and redevelopment opportunities radiating out from the Capitol. 
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The George Mason Memorial and the World War II Memorial were completed early in the 21st century.  

In 2003 Congress declared the National Mall to be a completed work of civic art and defined a reserve area as 

the core of the great cross-axis of the National Mall. Congress also prohibited the siting of new commemorative 

works and visitor centers in the Reserve, while accommodating several projects already underway.  

In 2005 Congress directed the National Park Service to prepare a plan for the National Mall to ensure its long-

term protection. The planning effort was publicly initiated in November 2006, and the National Mall Plan was 

completed in September 2010 (see www.nps.gov/nationalmallplan).

whAT IS SIgNIfIcANT AbOuT The NATIONAL MALL? 

Planning for the National Mall Plan began by agreeing on both the purpose and significance of the National Mall. 

The National Mall is a uniquely symbolic space in the heart of our nation’s capital: 

It is the home to the enduring symbols of our country — an inspiring setting for memorials, the backdrop  3

for the executive and legislative branches of our government, and a visual connection between the branches 

of our government.

Its monuments, memorials, statues, and other commemorative works honor important personages,  3

historical events, and the ideals of democracy. As a result, it offers emotional and intellectual connections 

that affect our national perceptions, consciousness, and identity. 

It is a designed landscape that provides extraordinary vistas to symbols of our nation.  3
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The National Mall is our nation’s front yard: 

 Visitors of every race, nationality, and faith come to the National Mall to celebrate, commemorate, demonstrate,  3

or recreate. 

It is a national landscape, and its history and appearance have been enriched by gifts to the United States  3

from other countries. 

It is the center of our nation’s cultural heritage, surrounded by many of the country’s most significant   3

educational and cultural institutions. Portions of West Potomac Park will forever be a public park for the 

recreation and enjoyment of the people.

The National Mall is our country’s democratic stage: 

It is a stage for national events and a preeminent national civic space for public gatherings because “it is here  3

that the constitutional rights of speech and peaceful assembly find their fullest expression.”

It is an inclusive and open environment where we celebrate our national identity and important events.  3

whAT PrObLeMS dOeS The PLAN AddreSS? 

As one of the earliest public spaces in our nation, the National Mall has undergone many changes over the 

last two centuries, and its facilities and infrastructure are no longer able to accommodate uses that were never 

contemplated by earlier designers. Aging facilities, some from the 1800s, have exceeded their life expectancy 

and require extensive renewal and repair. When the National Mall planning effort began in 2006, deferred 

maintenance for needed repairs — not improvements to meet visitor needs — totaled more than $450 million.

As a symbolic space, the National Mall is one of the most highly photographed areas of our nation, and it  3

needs to be attractive. Compacted soils, dead grass, and missing trees are not acceptable; and vistas planned 

in 1791 are visually marred by temporary structures during events.

As our nation’s front yard, the National Mall should be easily accessible for all people and should have  3

better connections to the city and transportation networks. Pedestrian walks are currently deteriorated, 

too narrow for use levels, or inaccessible for visitors with disabilities. They may also lack amenities such 

as seating. Generally facilities are too small for current levels of use, and they are not well-dispersed or 

convenient. Recreation field conditions need to be improved. Tens of millions of gallons of treated water 

stagnate in pools that have no recirculation systems, resulting in poor water quality. 

As our democratic stage, the National Mall needs to be able to accommodate huge numbers of people  3

flexibly, efficiently, and sustainably and to be able to recover quickly from a great many activities — from First 

Amendment demonstrations, national celebrations, and special events attended by hundreds of thousands 

of visitors, to tours by school groups, military veterans, and foreign visitors, to individual opportunities for 

general enjoyment and recreation.
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whAT ObjecTIveS wILL The PLAN AchIeve?

The National Mall Plan sets out 30 objectives. These objectives relate to topics such as cultural and natural 

resource protection; access and circulation; visitor information, education, and enjoyment; visitor amenities; 

health, public safety, and security; and park operations. Key objectives include the following:

Monuments, memorials, and their settings are preserved and protected. 3

Primary east-west and several north-south vistas on the National Mall are improved and perpetuated. 3

Historic plans for the National Mall are respected. Resources are managed compatibly with the intent of  3

the historic plans.

Conditions of natural resources, such as water, turf, trees/vegetation, and soils, are improved to be part of a  3

sustainable urban ecosystem.

The National Mall remains a venue for First Amendment demonstrations and national celebrations. 3

Special events are managed to sustain the health of park resources, to balance the desires of all users, and  3

to ensure a safe environment. No one’s enjoyment of the National Mall is unac cept ably compro mised by 

others, now or in the future. 

To fulfill its symbolic and civic importance, the National Mall is a role model of inclu sive ness and universal  3

design for all citi zens.

The National Mall provides the quintes sential American experience where visitors can 3

feel welcome 3

fully understand the importance of this preeminent civic area for First Amend ment rights 3

learn about our core values as a nation by making an educa tional, emotional, inspirational, or patriotic  3

connection to the memorials that commemorate our his tory and the physical design that re flects our 

demo cratic form of government 

appreciate the beauty of the National Mall during the day, at night, and year-round 3

Facilities are of high quality and reflect a com patible and enduring character, thus cre ating a sense of place  3

that reinforces the civic, historic, and symbolic role of the National Mall to our nation.

The National Mall is a role model in sus tain able urban park development, resource protection, and  3

management, focusing on six areas: require ments and policy, resource health, water use, circulation, 

facilities, and park operations. 

All of the objectives are contained in the Final National Mall Plan / Environmental Impact Statement on the 

website at www.nps.gov/nationalmallplan, including an assessment of how well the plan will meet the objectives. 



Aerial view of the Lincoln Memorial 
during the “I have a Dream” speech 
by Martin Luther King Jr. on August 
28, 1963. note the temporary military 
buildings north and south of the 
Reflecting Pool; these buildings were 
removed in 1971.

“what gives me hope is what i see when i look out across this mall. For in these 

monuments are chiseled those unlikely stories that aFFirm our unyielding Faith 

— a Faith that anything is possible in america. rising beFore us stands a memorial to 

a man who led a small band oF Farmers and shopkeepers in revolution against the 

army oF an empire, all For the sake oF an idea. 

on the ground below is a tribute to a generation that withstood war and 

depression — men and women like my grandparents who toiled on bomber assembly 

lines and marched across europe to Free the world From tyranny’s grasp. directly 

in Front oF us is a pool that still reFlects the dream oF a king, and the glory oF 

a people who marched and bled so that their children might be judged by their 

character’s content. and behind me, watching over the union he saved, sits the man 

who in so many ways made this day possible.”

President-elect barack Obama at the ”we Are One” concert, january 18, 2009
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key eLeMeNTS Of The NATIONAL MALL PLAN

What Will the NatioNal Mall PlaN Do?

the PLAn PRoPoses to ResPeCtFULLy RehABILItAte AnD ReFURBIsh the nAtIonAL MALL so thAt VeRy hIGh 

LeVeLs oF Use CAn Be PeRPetUAteD. the neeDs oF ALL VIsItoRs AnD UseRs WILL Be Met In An AttRACtIVe, 

ConVenIent, hIGh-qUALIty, eneRGy-eFFICIent, AnD sUstAInABLe MAnneR. the PLAn WILL AChIeVe the 

FoLLoWInG ACtIons:

Prepare the National Mall for the high levels and types of use it receives; develop flexible, multipurpose  3

venues at key locations; and provide utility connections for stages, tents, and other activities.

Better meet the needs of visitors of all ages and ability levels, including tourists and local recreation users,  3

groups and individuals, and visitors who speak English as well as languages from around the world. 

Meet recreation needs, including surfaces for jogging and walking; provide separate bicycle lanes or trails;  3

upgrade fields for softball, soccer, kickball, and other active sports; and improve conditions for passive 

recreation like picknicking and walking.

Improve the appearance and health of soils, vegetation, and the overall landscape; improve water quality  3

and stormwater management; and enhance ways for the National Mall to play a stronger role in providing a 

healthy and well-functioning urban ecosystem.

Provide convenient and appropriately sized visitor facilities. 3

Improve basic services such as restrooms, water, information, and refreshment locations, with  3

conveniently located seating and facilities.   

Provide spaces designed for cultural activities, and for capturing iconic photographic images.  3

Achieve the highest standards of accessibility and universal design.  3

Provide areas where groups can meet, find shelter, sit, gather for educational programs, or eat without  3

impacting other visitors.

Improve circulation and amenities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other visitors.  3

Design new facilities for efficient maintenance; incorporate the most sustainable approaches into designs  3

(maximize LEED ratings and meet the goals of the Sustainable Sites InitiativeTM); improve operational ac-

cess to all areas; reduce use of potable water; achieve and maintain the highest standards in recycling and 

waste management; use special skills teams (e.g., for turf and irrigation systems, water features, and events 

management); and improve monitoring and adaptive management.
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Illustrations show Union square as a 
flexible, year-round destination, with 
amenities for visitors. 
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areas that will be respectFully reFurbished  
and rehabilitated

uNION SquAre

the ULysses s. GRAnt MeMoRIAL, one oF the FIVe PResIDentIAL MeMoRIALs on the nAtIonAL MALL, WILL Be 

the FoCAL PoInt oF A syMMetRICAL AnD FoRMALLy LAID oUt CIVIC sqUARe BAseD on hIstoRIC PReCeDents. 

thIs hIGhLy syMBoLIC FoReGRoUnD to the U.s. CAPItoL WILL Be ReDesIGneD As An AttRACtIVe FLexIBLe 

stAGe FoR DeMoCRACy thAt CAn ACCoMMoDAte MoRe PeoPLe AnD DIVeRt Use FRoM the MALL. It WILL 

Be A PoPULAR, ACtIVe, AnD DIGnIFIeD DAy AnD eVenInG DestInAtIon thAt Is eAsILy tRAnsFoRMeD Into A 

LARGeR VenUe FoR FIRst AMenDMent DeMonstRAtIons, nAtIonAL CeLeBRAtIons, AnD eVents. A sMALLeR 

ReFLeCtInG PooL oR InteRACtIVe WAteR FeAtURes, hIGhLIGhtInG sUstAInABLe WAteR MAnAGeMent 

PRACtICes, WILL Be ConsIDeReD to MAKe the sPACe MoRe sUIteD to VARIoUs Uses AnD ReDUCe WAteR Use. 

the soUnD oF WAteR WILL Be UseD to MUFFLe the noIse oF URBAn tRAFFIC.

Grade changes will be eliminated to improve pedestrian access and circulation for all. Union Square will 

include flexible, indoor/outdoor, multipurpose facilities with shaded spaces and seating from which to enjoy 

views of the Grant Memorial and the U.S. Capitol, along with outdoor exhibits or displays. High-capacity 

restrooms will be designed so that more stalls can be opened during high-use periods, and nearby drinking 

water and recreation equipment rentals will be provided. The redesigned area will also consider connections 

to adjacent Capitol complex grounds and transitions with the National Mall. The Union Square redesign 

is intended to fulfill the McMillan plan goal of connecting the U.S. Capitol grounds with the National 

Mall, as well as providing more convenient and flexible land use at the foot of the west side of the Capitol.  

A design competition for Union Square is proposed because of its high visibility and potential for transforming 

use and reducing impacts on the Mall. The competition will be sponsored by the Trust for the National Mall, 

with cooperatively developed criteria and involvement by the U.S. Department of the Interior and the National 

Park Service, together with representatives from Congress, the Architect of the Capitol and other Capitol 

complex stakeholders, the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, and the National Capital Planning Commission.



Top: the illustration shows how the condition of turf, trees, and 
walks along the Mall can be improved, emphasizing the grand 
ceremonial view toward the U.s. Capitol. 

bottom: Both walks and roads can be effectively used for special 
events and activities. 



N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 M

A
L

L
 P

L
A

N
: S

u
M

M
A

r
y

15

The MALL

the MALL (3RD to 14th stReets) WILL ReMAIn An extReMeLy PoPULAR VenUe FoR DeMonstRAtIons, sPeCIAL  

eVents, CULtURAL ACtIVItIes, AnD otheR CIVIC eVents. the hIstoRIC DesIGneD PRoMenADe West oF the 

U.s. CAPItoL WILL Be hIGhLIGhteD. the exPAnsIVe GReen LAWns (the FoRMAL FRenCh TAPIS VERTE oR GReen 

CARPet) ARe BoRDeReD By FoRMAL RoWs oF AMeRICAn eLM tRees thAt FRAMe VIeWs to AnD FRoM the 

CAPItoL — A FUnDAMentAL ConCePt oF the MCMILLAn PLAn. the MALL Is BoRDeReD By the MUseUMs oF the 

nAtIonAL GALLeRy oF ARt AnD the sMIthsonIAn InstItUtIon, As WeLL As the U.s. DePARtMent oF AGRICULtURe’s  

WhItten BUILDInG.

This highly visible historic landscape will be respectfully renovated to improve conditions and the appearance 

of turf and trees and to sustainably accommodate high-use levels, including First Amendment demonstrations, 

national celebrations, cultural programs, and special events, as well as passive recreation and informal play. 

Events will be managed more sustainably, and the visual clutter of temporary facilities will be reduced. A 

welcome plaza near the Metro station in front of the Smithsonian Castle will orient visitors to the National Mall 

and inform them about opportunities. Also, the National Mall will be added to the station name. High-quality 

visitor amenities and facilities, spaces designed for events, and new paving will increase visitor enjoyment 

and conveniently meet various needs in a manner that is sensitive to the National Mall’s historic context. The 

National Park Service will encourage partnerships between all visitor destinations along the Mall to best serve 

visitor needs.

the welcome plaza at 12th street will 
become a hub for orientation and 
access to the national Mall as visitors 
emerge from the Metro station.

As shown in this conceptual plan view, 
additional amenities at food service locations, 
such as chairs and tables with umbrellas, along 
with shaded and group seating, will make 
these areas more comfortable for visitors.
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wAShINgTON MONuMeNT ANd grOuNdS

the WAshInGton MonUMent, one oF the FIVe PResIDentIAL MeMoRIALs on the nAtIonAL MALL, WILL ContInUe 

to Be A hIstoRIC ChARACteR-DeFInInG FeAtURe AnD the VIsUAL oRIentAtIon PoInt FoR WAshInGton, D.C.  

the ReCentLy RenoVAteD AnD AWARD-WInnInG LAnDsCAPe DesIGn oF the GRoUnDs WILL ContInUe to see 

hIGh VoLUMes oF Use, InCLUDInG LARGe DeMonstRAtIons AnD sPeCIAL eVents, BUt InFRAstRUCtURe WILL 

Be PRoVIDeD to MAKe theM MoRe sUstAInABLe. the 2003 LAnDsCAPe PLAn WILL Be UPDAteD AnD CoMPLeteD.

In an area with stunning views of the monument, a high-quality multipurpose facility will replace the Sylvan 

Theater and nearby restrooms. The architecturally unique indoor/outdoor visitor services facility will provide 

food service, retail, restrooms, staff office space, and flexible performance space better oriented to the hillside 

seating. The nearby Survey Lodge area will be adapted to provide recreation equipment rentals, public rest-

rooms, and a central service location for people with disabilities. 



Top left: the Washington Monument is the heart of the national 
Mall, as well as Washington, D.C. the simplicity of the award-
winning landscape design around the monument emphasizes the 
importance of north-south and east-west views. 

Top right: People come here day and night to celebrate, 
commemorate, demonstrate, and recreate.

bottom left: It will be easier for First Amendment demonstrations, 
national celebrations, and permitted events to be held on the 
Washington Monument grounds.

bottom right: the sylvan theater will be replaced by a 
multipurpose facility in a wooded area below street level, with 
inspiring views of the monument.
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cONSTITuTION gArdeNS

DeVeLoPeD FoR the 1976 BICentennIAL, ConstItUtIon GARDens WAs IntenDeD to PRoVIDe A PAstoRAL 

settInG FoR PAssIVe ReCReAtIon AnD eVent Use. It Is the sIte oF the MeMoRIAL to the 56 sIGneRs oF the 

DeCLARAtIon oF InDePenDenCe, WhICh Is LoCAteD on An IsLAnD In the LAKe. thIs AReA WILL ContInUe 

to ACCoMMoDAte sMALLeR sCALe DeMonstRAtIons AnD sPeCIAL eVents. ConstItUtIon GARDens WILL Be 

A RestFUL, MULtIPURPose VIsItoR DestInAtIon, WIth oPPoRtUnItIes FoR enteRtAInMent, enJoyMent, AnD 

ReCReAtIon. the AReA WILL Be A PLeAsAnt PLACe FoR VIsItoRs to ReLAx As they toUR the nAtIonAL MALL. 

Present conditions will be improved, poor soils will be amended, and the pedestrian circulation system will be 

upgraded with coordinated paving and improved operational access. The concrete lined lake will be recon-

structed to be self-sustaining, using a nonpotable water source for filling, and it could be part of the stormwater 

retention strategy to control urban drainage flooding. 

An architecturally unique, multipurpose visitor facility, including food service, retail, and restrooms, will be 

developed at the east end of the lake and coordinated with the Potomac Park levee and plans for the canal 

Lockkeeper’s House. The canal Lockkeeper’s House may be relocated away from the corner of 17th Street 

and Constitution Avenue NW and adaptively reused. A flexible performance space, stage, or gazebo in or near 

the east end of the lake will take advantage of the nearby rolling terrain to accommodate an audience of several 

thousand; care will be taken to ensure that program sound levels will respect the contemplative ambience at 

nearby memorials. Existing restrooms will be replaced, and the concession facility may be used as a hub for 

informal recreation and play opportunities, such as model boat rentals. 



Top: this conceptual illustration shows how 
Constitution Gardens will be a relaxing, 
pleasant destination, with opportunities for 
entertainment and recreation.

bottom left: A new multipurpose facility at 
the east end of Constitution Gardens Lake will 
become a place where people can come to 
relax, dine in a friendly indoor/outdoor setting, 
and enjoy the garden ambience.

bottom right: the canal Lockkeeper’s house, 
dating from 1833, remains one of the oldest 
structures in Washington, D.C.



Millions of visitors come to the Tidal basin to 
enjoy its beauty, especially during the annual 
National cherry blossom festival. The area offers 
opportunities for visitors to enjoy views of the 
superlative landscape, the Thomas jefferson 
Memorial, and the washington Monument from 
walkways and from boats.  
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TIdAL bASIN

the tIDAL BAsIn AReA Is the BeAUtIFUL InFoRMAL settInG FoR the thoMAs JeFFeRson AnD FRAnKLIn DeLAno 

RooseVeLt MeMoRIALs, As WeLL As thoUsAnDs oF CheRRy tRees thAt WeRe oRIGInALLy A GIFt FRoM JAPAn. 

the MARtIn LUtheR KInG, JR. MeMoRIAL Is CURRentLy UnDeR ConstRUCtIon on the noRthWest sIDe oF the 

BAsIn. the tIDAL BAsIn PRoVIDes sPeCtACULAR VIeWs AnD ReFLeCtIons oF the thoMAs JeFFeRson MeMoRIAL 

AnD the WAshInGton MonUMent. the tIDAL BAsIn AReA WILL ContInUe to Be UseD FoR DeMonstRAtIons, 

nAtIonAL CeLeBRAtIons sUCh As the nAtIonAL CheRRy BLossoM FestIVAL, AnD otheR PeRMItteD eVents. 

A stronger connection with the National Mall and a sense of arrival at the Tidal Basin will be achieved by 

redesigning and separating pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular circulation. The highest quality recreational  

experiences (strolling/sightseeing, bicycling, and boating) will be enhanced by separated circulation systems, 

high-quality paving, additional seating, and more pedestrian stopping points or viewpoints. The Tidal Basin 

seawalls will be rebuilt above tidewater, and wider pedestrian walks will be constructed. New pedestrian lighting 

will provide for safe visits but not detract from the evening ambience of nearby memorials.

The refreshment stand on the east side of the basin will be replaced and designed to provide a pleasant inter-

lude for sitting and enjoying views, including springtime cherry blossoms; and restrooms will be provided. The 

recreation equipment rental facility will be replaced. Additional boating choices, such as rowboat and kayak 

rentals, will be provided, and an excursion boat could allow water access and views for all visitors.

the plan proposes to improve and widen the 
walkways around the tidal Basin, and to add seating 
and pedestrian lighting.



the Lincoln Memorial, at the western end of the national 
Mall, is associated not only with the contributions of our 16th 
president, but also the rights of all citizens.
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LINcOLN MeMOrIAL ANd grOuNdS

the LInCoLn MeMoRIAL, one oF the FIVe PResIDentIAL MeMoRIALs on the nAtIonAL MALL, WILL ContInUe 

to Be A hIstoRIC ChARACteR-DeFInInG FeAtURe AnD the VIsUAL WesteRn teRMInUs oF the nAtIonAL MALL. 

the MeMoRIAL WILL ReMAIn A hIGhLy VIsIteD AReA thAt Is ALso AssoCIAteD WIth CIVIL RIGhts hIstoRy, As 

WeLL As the ContRIBUtIons oF oUR 16th PResIDent. 

Ongoing work will improve access, circulation, and the condition of the Reflecting Pool. Exhibits will be 

updated, restrooms within the memorial will be expanded, and an architecturally compatible restroom facility 

will be provided near the south food service area. 

The Watergate area north of Arlington Memorial Bridge includes historic features (stone-faced river walls and 

the Constitution Avenue belvedere) along with recreation areas (volleyball courts and softball fields). The con-

dition of recreation areas will be improved, and a small restroom with drinking water will be provided. Public 

parking spaces (approximately 70) along Parkway Drive will be retained.  

The northwest corner of the National Mall also serves as a major vehicular gateway to the city, as well as the 

National Mall, from Virginia and Maryland. Access to the Potomac River Freeway, I-66, Ohio Drive, and Rock 

Creek Parkway are prominent parts of the road network, which is scheduled to be redesigned and simplified 

by other entities. These actions will improve pedestrian access between the Lincoln Memorial area and the 

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.



the thomas Jefferson Memorial, at the south end of the national Mall and 
overlooking the tidal Basin, stands as a symbol of liberty for all people. 
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ThOMAS jefferSON MeMOrIAL ANd grOuNdS

one oF the FIVe PResIDentIAL MeMoRIALs on the nAtIonAL MALL, the thoMAs JeFFeRson MeMoRIAL WILL 

ContInUe to Be A hIstoRIC, ChARACteR-DeFInInG FeAtURe AnD the VIsUAL soUtheRn teRMInUs FoR the 

nAtIonAL MALL. 

The former parking area south of the memorial will be redesigned for demonstrations and special events, and 

utility connections will be provided. The tour bus drop-off will be redesigned for better pedestrian circulation. 

New bicycle lanes or trails will provide improved and safer access near the memorial and to the I-395 bridges. 

The refreshment stand south of the memorial will be replaced and relocated, with restrooms added.
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frANkLIN deLANO rOOSeveLT MeMOrIAL

one oF the FIVe PResIDentIAL MeMoRIALs on the nAtIonAL MALL, the FRAnKLIn DeLAno RooseVeLt MeMoRIAL 

WILL ContInUe to teLL IMPoRtAnt stoRIes oF MID-20th CentURy hIstoRy — the GReAt DePRessIon, the 

RooseVeLt PResIDentIAL LeGACy, AnD WoRLD WAR II. 

A comprehensive condition assessment of the memorial, including visitor use patterns, will be undertaken. 

Room 4 will be used for educational programs. A small food service and restroom facility, which would also be 

convenient to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, may be provided if warranted by demand. The condition 

of recreation fields west of the memorial will be improved.



Bronze sculptures and quotations at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial 
are used to characterize each of his four terms as president. the memorial’s 
quotations have inspired generations of Americans, and the ideals and values they 
represent will continue to do so for generations to come.
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wOrLd wAr II MeMOrIAL

the WoRLD WAR II MeMoRIAL honoRs those At hoMe AnD ABRoAD Whose UnIteD sACRIFICes heLPeD RestoRe 

FReeDoM to MILLIons.

The Word War II Memorial was built at the end of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool and incorporated 

the historic Rainbow Pool.

No major changes are proposed at the World War II Memorial, but improvements to group access and support 

facilities will continue to be explored.
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vIeTNAM veTerANS MeMOrIAL

thIs GRoUnDBReAKInG MeMoRIAL hAs BeCoMe A PLACe oF heALInG, WheRe oUR nAtIon honoRs CoURAGe, 

sACRIFICe, AnD DeVotIon to DUty AnD CoUntRy By Its VIetnAM VeteRAns.

Circulation patterns and seating will be explored following the construction of the underground Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Center.
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kOreAN wAr veTerANS MeMOrIAL

the KoReAn WAR VeteRAns MeMoRIAL ReMInDs Us thAt “FReeDoM Is not FRee” AnD thAt MAny CoUntRIes 

UnIteD to heLP A nAtIon on the otheR sIDe oF the WoRLD PRoteCt ItseLF.

Access on the west side of the Korean War Veterans Memorial will be widened to better accommodate 

changing use patterns. 
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d.c. wAr MeMOrIAL / ASh wOOdS

WoRLD WAR I MARKeD the FIRst tIMe the UnIteD stAtes sent soLDIeRs oVeRseAs to FIGht FoR DeMoCRAtIC 

PRInCIPLes. the WoRLD WAR I MeMoRIAL honoRs the ResIDents oF the DIstRICt oF CoLUMBIA Who seRVeD 

In the WAR.

The D.C. War Memorial is being rehabilitated and will continue to be used for small events.

The Ash Woods road will primarily be for pedestrian use. The condition of the JFK hockey fields will be  

improved and the geometric edges softened with tree plantings.

The Ash Woods restroom facility will be replaced and relocated closer to the stables; and if warranted by 

higher visitation, a refreshment stand could be provided in the same area. The U.S. Park Police stables will be 

rebuilt to be compatible with the historic character and quality of the National Mall, with primary access from 

Independence Avenue. Visibility of the horses will be part of the visitor experience, and a wayside will provide 

information about the history of the U.S. Park Police.

AOORL D A
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geOrge MASON MeMOrIAL

GeoRGe MAson Is honoReD As the FAtheR oF the VIRGInIA BILL oF RIGhts, PReCURsoR to the BILL oF RIGhts 

In the U.s. ConstItUtIon.

The memorial to this Founding Father emphasizes the rights of citizens in a democracy and is built around a 

historic water feature. Perennial gardens will be renovated, and the fountain will be rehabilitated to improve 

water quality.
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weST POTOMAc PArk rIverfrONT

one oF the PURPoses oF the nAtIonAL MALL Is to PRoVIDe FoR the ReCReAtIon AnD enJoyMent oF  

the PeoPLe. oPPoRtUnItIes WILL Be IMPRoVeD FoR ACtIVe sPoRts, BICyCLe RIDInG, WALKInG, FIshInG, AnD 

enJoyInG the PeACeFUL settInG. the RIVeRFRont WILL Be PARt oF A ContInUoUs ReCReAtIonAL exPeRIenCe 

ALonG the WAshInGton WAteRFRont.

Stretching south from the John Ericcson Memorial to the I-395 corridor, the West Potomac Park Riverfront 

includes the First Airmail Flight plaque, cherry trees, walks, views, and parking. A continuous Washington 

waterfront trail system connects Georgetown to Anacostia through the National Mall. Current construction 

on Ohio Drive near Arlington Memorial Bridge will improve pedestrian and bicycle experiences.

Where feasible, a sustainable, vegetated shoreline will be established; in other areas stone-faced river walls 

that can withstand the tidal fluctuation will be constructed. Space for seating, fishing, and enjoyment of the 

river or perhaps nodes for water taxi service or the launching of small, hand-carried watercraft (such as 

canoes or kayaks) will be provided. A system of separate bicycle lanes and river walkways will be developed 

along Ohio Drive, and visitor parking areas may be reconfigured for more efficient use, but similar parking 

levels will remain.
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PLAN IMPLeMeNTATION ANd cONTrIbuTOrS

PlaN iMPleMeNtatioN

the nAtIonAL PARK seRVICe WILL IMPLeMent the NATIoNAl MAll PlAN toGetheR WIth Its oFFICIAL nonPRoFIt 

FUnDRAIsInG PARtneR, the tRUst FoR the nAtIonAL MALL.

PLAN cONTrIbuTOrS

This publication was produced with the support of Eastern National, which provides educational products and services to 

visitors to America’s national parks and other public trusts. Eastern National is the nonprofit cooperating association 

bookstore operator at the National Mall and Memorial Parks.

Eric Hyne, Encore Arts, working in conjunction with Cy Paumier, Urban Design Consultant, supplied illustrations.

The National Capital Planning Commission and the United States Commission of Fine Arts provided historic documents.  

Photographs for the plan were contributed by staff of the National Mall and Memorial Parks, the National Capital Region, 

and the Public Affairs Office. Carol Highsmith also provided photographs. 

SuMMAry dOcuMeNT PrePArerS

Ruth Eitel, NPS Planning — Visual Information Specialist, prepared the National Mall Plan maps and graphic images.

Guy and Diane Schum of Schum & Associates, consultants to the Trust for the National Mall, provided document design 

and layout.

Greg Sorensen, Senior Technical Writer/Editor, URS Group, Inc., served as the plan’s writer/editor and provided some 

existing condition photographs.

Susan Spain, NPS National Mall Plan Project Executive, oversaw all facets of planning for the National Mall.



As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for most of 
our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering sound use of our land and 
water resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserving the environmental and 
cultural values of our national parks and historical places; and providing for the enjoyment of life through 
outdoor recreation. The department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works to ensure 
that their development is in the best interests of all our people by encouraging stewardship and citizen 
participation in their care. The department also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S. administration.
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