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Free Summer ‘Reading Roundup’ and ‘Second Saturday’ Programs 

at William Johnson House and Melrose
NATCHEZ, MS- Natchez National Historical Park will begin offering special FREE programming at the William Johnson House and Melrose beginning in July and lasting through the end of August.
Children of all ages are invited each Thursday at 10am beginning on July 7th for our “Reading Roundup” programs to be held at William Johnson House and Melrose.  In these programs park rangers will read stories, providing programs and activities for children.  Each week will focus on a different story and/or activity and will be geared to a variety of ages from four to twelve. See the “schedule of events” link on the park’s website or call the park for specifics on weekly programs, location and appropriate age group.

In addition, each second Saturday of the month, the William Johnson House will be open from 9am until 8pm.  Free ranger guided house tours featuring many of the Johnson family’s original furnishings will be given from 5pm to 7pm. Special programs begin at 7pm and could include downtown walking tours or talks focusing on William Johnson, Antebellum Natchez or a variety of other topics. Programs last between thirty and forty-five minutes. See the “schedule of events” link on the park’s website or call the park for specifics on weekly programs.
Park rangers will also offer free guided house tours of William Johnson House between 11am-12pm, and between 2pm-4pm on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays beginning July 11th through the end of August. Tours will last approximately 15 minutes. The William Johnson House is open every day from 9am to 5pm, free of charge. Visitors are able to listen to Johnson’s diary entries, view a variety of interactive exhibits in the visitor center, take a self-guided tour of the living quarters, and shop in the park’s bookstore.  
The William Johnson House tells a unique story of the free people of color in Natchez. The site consists of the Johnson home and kitchen, and the adjoining McCallum House. Although William Johnson was born a slave, he was freed at age eleven and later became a successful businessman, slaveholder, and diarist in Natchez.

The William Johnson House is located in downtown Natchez, 210 State Street; Melrose is located at 1 Melrose-Montebello Parkway. For more information about these free programs or other activities at Natchez National Historical Park, including Melrose and the William Johnson House, please call the William Johnson House at 601-445-5345 or Melrose at 601-446-5790 or visit www.nps.gov/natc under the “schedule of events” link.
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


