Transcript of a Letter from General Henry Knox to Lucy Knox (Reed 11-04)

Below is letter written by General Henry Knox to his young wife, Lucy Knox, while encamped at Whitemarsh,
Pennsylvania. Although the letter was written one month before the Valley Forge encampment, the sentiments
expressed describe many of the feelings experienced by soldiers during their time away from their loved ones.
As a general’s wife, Lucy would eventually join her husband during the winter of 1777-78 and was a frequent
visitor and friend to Martha Washington, who also stayed at the camp.

Hovs. 5" 77
((jamf W/ﬁ'te marsh Ghurch 12 miles f /ﬁ'faclééo/fz’a

j Fave received my dearest Joves Jetter #' the 25" 2 ﬁffe'j / j want words to express the Jafea&ure 7t
_gaveme ~ %u "f}’ Iuc}/ your %{ny possesses all that tender tm.xz'etx all that a fz’nc[ z'sentz'mentaf
?ﬁencﬁfﬁé’p ﬁr you which e ever had - ke Fas not Jost one ertz'cfe ‘?]C ajﬁfécﬁon in the battfe gp arms. Jhose

dcenes which 3/;005 Fumtmz'ty render our dear docial connection the more z'ntere&tz'nj.

St is a painful tribute which I think is incumbent on the kenest man - altho our friendship
wanted no Stimulous, yet when Providence restores T unto each there again, the anxiety of absence will
give [illeq [kigh Xrelish and [illeq ] to our then feficity - hefieve me my dearest dear nothing but the
Jlattering hicpe of being assisting in freeing my Gountry from a fot of proud wsurpers and from threatened
shavery war than death should Fave tempted me te resign [illeg/, that kappiness whick J enjoyd in the
society of my kfilleg . The conseluation of my cwn mind wpen this subjject is alf the expocted reward:

I wm sensibile my dear Girl what pleasure I forfeit from the contemplation of the growing
Saculties of our dear babe ~  cannet describe the emotions of my heart at your description of the play and
actions of the dear fitthe innocent - but I hepe [illeg ] to dispose of afffuirs that S may enjoy the [illeg [ty
of domestic fife again and when none than make me afraid.

Jwrote youa féw z[ay& ago b:}/ CGolo ﬁfféj ] just saw him being out on ﬁffe’j / the oncf}/ cﬁly he was
in tamja F afso wrote my frz’entf ?f;lrrj/ fut . suppose Fgf€>re this Tim reach b:}/ ﬁffecy ] he will have set
out fér (Carm(]a - j fear his regt. arrive at ﬁffe'j ] ﬁ;ff it is ﬁf/éj / onto ‘Camja ~ ke business (?f‘ my
department will alf be to ﬁ[[(?j ] this Winter, but not Fgf;vre the army goes into “Winter i@gaﬁem and’
froﬁaﬁ[}l I skall not settfe the business here ﬁf/éj, corner missing, / the Ghristmass - not/fz'nj but
inavoidable nece&n'ty shall finder me ﬁom seeing you ear'f}/ in the Winter - not/fz’nj m ﬁf/éj ]nec[ has
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/fcgojoen stnce my Jast - there has been a constant cannonade afl this zllf}/ on the Torts in the river but we

fnow not yet the cause -

—~The cﬁafén&e g[‘ the ﬁrt& ref‘fects the :7‘20 ﬁffe'j ] orders in the garrz'aonaf in them, th 'n 1g how made ﬁffe'j,
piece missing ] the best tﬁefén&e b}/ ﬁr of‘ any t/fz'nj this Waﬁffe*j, piece missing /

William is well but too fazy ﬁfféj, piece missing / ﬁfféj _/ dto write - ke says he Fas written you

and the ‘Golonel several Jetters and fie will write no more untif you answer them

I am sorry ﬁr the mz'oj%rtune ‘?f the ﬁffejr ] but it is worse ?f my ﬁuft - 4. ﬁ?»(]oe she kas paid
/z'ffecy ] ﬁffe’j ]féft. I kave taken  proper steps about the L. 400 to the /z'ff(aj / —

That kind /z:ffecy / ﬁf/éj ] and -  protect you in the utmost prayer (?]C yourtrufy a]?%ctz’onate

HR o
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Vocabulary:

anxiety: earnest but tense desire; eagerness

sentimental: expressive of or appealing to tender emotions
and feelings such as love, pity, or nostalgia

render: to cause to be or become; make

tribute: a forced contribution

incumbent: obligatory; a duty to perform

stimulous (in today’s English: stimulus): something that brings
action or exertion or quickens action, feeling, or thought
providence: the future care and guidance of God or nature
felicity: the state of being happy; bliss

usurpers: those who seize and hold power by force and
without legal right

resign: to give up (usually a position)

consolation: comfort, solace

forfeit: a fine or penalty; the act of giving up

domestic: related to the home, the household, or the family
inavoidable (in today’s English: unavoidable): unable to be
to be avoided; inevitable

garrisons: a body of troops stationed in a specific place

Reflection Questions:

1. How does Henry Knox feel being away from his wife?

2. What reason(s) does he give for continuing his commitment to the Continental Army?2

3. From the letter and from your own knowledge about soldiers, why does Henry enjoy this correspondence

with his wife so much?
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