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Chronology of Photographic Processes 

Reproduced on page 3 is a chart which illustrates 
the approximate dates of use in the United States 
of some 35 different photographic processes. 
The date range is from 1840 to 1980. This chart 
was taken from the book Administration of 
Photographic Collections by Mary Lynn 
Ritzenthaler, Gerald J. Munoff, and Margery S. 
Long (Chicago: Society of American Archivists, 
1984; Basic Manual Series); ISBN 0-931828-61- 
9. Every park with a substantial photo 
collection should have this book in its library. 

This chart is provided as an aid to the identi- 
fication and dating of photographic materials in 
park collections. By itself, the chart is of value 
only if its user is sure of the process used to 
create the particular image being dated. With 
the chart, it may be possible to date an image 
only within a decade, but that may be more 
precise than otherwise could be determined. As 
the authors state (page 27), “At the very least, 
identifying the process establishes the earliest 
date at which the image could have been taken.” 
Users should be aware that the chart shows the 
dates that each of the processes was 
commercial1 y viable. Most of the processes still 
are being used experimentally or on a very 
limited basis by professional and amateur 
photographers. Consequently, it is possible to 
find a daguerrotype, for example, made in the 
past few years. 

This chart is of value primarily as an aid to 
dating photographs. It is of limited value in 
determining what photographic process was used 
to produce a particular image. However, if it is 
known when an image was produced, the chart 
also can help determine which processes might 
have been used to produce it. For more infor- 
mation on identifying photographic processes, 

consult the book from which the chart was taken 
as well as any of the following references. 
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Catotype – 1840 to 1860.

Plain Salted Paper – 1840 to 1860.

Platinotype – 1880 to 1930.

Cyanotype – 1840s, 1880 to 1910, and minor use 1965 to present. 

Collodion Emulsions:

Ambrotype – 1850 to 1880.

Tintype – 1850 to 1900. Minor use to 1930.

Collodion Wet Plate Negative – 1850 to 1885.

Collodion Positive – 1850 to 1900.

Albumen Emulsions:

Albumen Negative – 1850 to 1860.

Albumen Print – 1850 to 1895.

Crystoleum – 1880 to 1915.

Gelatin Emulsions:

Gelatin Dry Plate Negative – 1880 to 1920. Minor use to present. 

Eastman Gelatin Film – 1885 to 1895.

Eastman Paper Negative – 1880 to 1890.

Cellulose Nitrate Film – 1885 to 1950.

Cellulose Di Acetate Film – 1935 to 1955.

Cellulose Tri-Acetate Film – 1945 to present.

Polyster Film – 1960 to present.

Developing-Out Paper (DOP) Gelatin Silver Print – 1885 to present. 

Printing-Out Paper (POP) Gelatin and Collodion Silver Print – 1890 

to 1910. Minor use to present.

Polaroid Land – 1945 to present.

RC Gelatin Silver Print – 1960 to present.

Gelatin Positive Transparency – 1880 to present.

Permanent Photographs:

Gum Print – 1860 to 1920.

Carbon Print – 1865 to 1930.

Photogravure – 1880 to 1910. Minor use to present.

Woodburytype – 1870 to 1900.

Collotype – 1860 to 1890. Minor use to present.

Color Processes:

Screen Plate Color (Autochrome, Dufay, Finlay) – 1905 to 1930. 

Tri Color Carbro – 1920 to 1930. Minor use to 1950.

Dye Transfer – 1945 to present.

Chromogenic Development – 1935 to present.

Color Prints – 1940 to present.

Dye Bleach Material – 1960 to present.

Dye Diffusion – 1965 to present.
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