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Chronology of Photographic Processes

Reproduced on page 3 is a chart which illustrates
the approximate dates of use in the United States
of some 35 different photographic processes.
The date range is from 1840 to 1980. This chart
was taken from the book Administration of
Photographic Collections by Mary Lynn
Ritzenthaler, Gerald J. Munoff, and Margery S.
Long (Chicago: Society of American Archivists,
1984; Basic Manual Series); ISBN 0-931828-61-
9. Every park with a substantial photo
collection should have this book in its library.

This chart is provided as an aid to the identi-
fication and dating of photographic materials in
park collections. By itself, the chart is of value
only if its user is sure of the process used to
create the particular image being dated. With
the chart, it may be possible to date an image
only within a decade, but that may be more
precise than otherwise could be determined. As
the authors state (page 27), "At the very least,
identifying the process establishes the earliest
date at which the image could have been taken."
Users should be aware that the chart shows the
dates that each of the processes was
commercially viable. Most of the processes still
are being used experimentally or on a very
limited basis by professional and amateur
photographers. Consequently, it is possible to
find a daguerrotype, for example, made in the
past few years.

This chart is of value primarily as an aid to
dating photographs. It is of limited value in
determining what photographic process was used
to produce a particular image. However, if it is
known when an image was produced, the chart
also can help determine which processes might
have been used to produce it. For more infor-
mation on identifying photographic processes,

consult the book from which the chart was taken
as well as any of the following references.
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chapter and a removable flow chart with
photomicrographs illustrating the various
processes. An excellent choice for park
libraries.
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The Conserve O Gram serics is published as a reference on
collections management and curatorial issues. Mention of a product,
a manufacturer, or a supplier by name in this publication does not
constitute an endorsement of that product or supplier by the National
Park Service. Sources named are not all inclusive. It is suggested
that readers also seek alternative product and vendor information in
order 10 assess the full range of available supplies and equipment.

The series is distributed to all NPS units and is available to non-NPS
institutions and interested individuals by subscription through the
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402, FAX (202) 512-2233. For further
information and guidance concerning any of the topics or procedures
addressed in the series, contact the National Park Service, Curatorial
Services Division. Harpers Ferry, WV 25425, (304) 535-6410.
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Chronology of use of photographic processes. The dates represent approximate dates of use in the United States rather than invention or discovery. Dates are approximate
and will vary by geographical area and photographer. The thickness of line indicates relative use, Processes listed are those most commonly found in repositories, with the
exception of calotypes, crystoleums, and some of the color processes. Copyright 1984, reproduced with permission from the Society of American Archivists.
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