Caring For A Monumental Sculpture
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National Park Service staff began removmg the Qld sealant
and replacing it with a modern silicone sealant. Modern
" sealants are better able to withstand the extreme temperature
and mmsture\:varlatlons that occur on Mount Rushmore.
lilar to what Borglum had done, the silicone is camouflaged
ter it is applied by sprlpkl,mg granite dust on its surface. _
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- As part of the efforts to preserve

- Mount Rushmore National Memorial,

a monitoring system was installed in 1998.
Electronic instruments capable of measuring
even slight movement in three dimensions

were placed along some of the major fractures.

The instruments also record the temperature

of the air and the rock surface.

The instruments are attached
directly to the sculpture and are
capable of measuring movement
of less than 0.0001 inches.
Measurements are recorded four
times a day and relayed to a central
computer.
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Currently, there is no evidence that
the sculpture is in any danger. No

movement of the blocks of granite has

been detected.







This presentation was developed by

Marvin Achtenberg
Park Ranger (Interpretation)
Mount Rushmore National Memorial
U.S. National Park Service

U.S. Department of Interior

This presentation is for educational purposes only.
This presentation and all photographs may not
be replicated or used commercially without
written permission from Mount Rushmore
National Memorial.
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