
Riding Shank’s Mare in Jockey Hollow
Visit Jockey Hollow on any day of the 
year and you’ll see visitors recreating an 
aspect of 18th century life called ‘riding 
shank’s mare’ or in modern terms: 
walking.  Today walking is a great form of 
exercise but in the 18th century walking 
wasn’t for recreation; it was the most 
common form of transportation.

Some of the most common walkers 
in the 18th century were soldiers.  At 
various times soldiers in Washington’s 
army marched from Boston to New York 
City or from the Hudson Highlands 
all the way to Yorktown, Virginia.  
Lieutenant William McDowell, of the 
First Pennsylvania Regiment, reported 
in his diary on May 25, 1782 that: “…This 
day ends the year since I began to keep a 
Journal. I now sum up the number of miles 
which I traveled during this time, which is 
1891 miles, exclusive of a marching about 
camp, on guards, and from them.” During 
that year, McDowell had marched from 
York, PA to Charleston, S.C.

How far an army marched in a single 
day depended on various factors such 
as the weather, the condition of the 
roads and the condition of the soldiers. 
Additionally, the soldiers had to carry all 
their equipment while they walked.  This 
included a ten-pound musket, a cartridge 
box, a canteen, food, a blanket and extra 
clothing.  A British officer estimated that 
his soldiers carried a total of 60 pounds 
while they marched.  Diary accounts 
report that soldiers would sometimes 
march as much as 23 miles in a single day 
or as little as 2 miles.  On average it seems 
that a good day’s march averaged around 
12 to 15 miles, but on many occasions it 
could be longer. Private Joseph Plumb 
Martin complained: 

“I have often been so beat out with long 
and tedious marching that I have fallen 
asleep while walking the road and not 
been sensible of it till I have jostled against 
someone in the same situation” 

The Regulations that Baron Von Steuben 
wrote for the Continental Army could 
served to control the army’s speed of 
marching. Soldiers were instructed to 
take a step that was two feet long.  If they 
were marching in the ‘Common Step’ the 
soldiers would take 75 steps in a minute 
which would translate into 1.7 miles per 
hour; the faster ‘Quick Step’ was 120 
steps per minute or 2.7 miles per hour.  To 
reach the British, 30 miles away in New 
York City, at the ‘Common Step’ it would 
take over 17 hours and at the ‘Quick Step’ 
about 11 hours.  Fighting a battle after 
all of that walking would be exhausting. 
This is why Morristown was considered 
a safe location for the Continental Army 
since it would probably take the British at 
least two days walking to reach the camp. 

During the six-month winter 
encampment at Morristown the 
soldier’s amount of walking was greatly 
reduced.  Soldiers spent most of their 
time in their brigade encampment with 
occasional marches to the Grand Parade 
or to Morristown, 3 to 5 miles away. 
Bad weather cut down on some of that 
marching.  The New Jersey and Stark’s 
brigades were excused from marching to 
the Grand Parade from February to May 
because: “the roads are very wet and bad” 

However leaving the winter encampment 
could mean another long walk.  Richard 
Lord Jones, a 13-year-old soldier ended 
his military career at Morristown in June 
1780 and had to walk home: “When I 
received my discharge I started for home 
with two men who were also discharged. 
I had to walk 150 miles. I reached home 
at Hartford, Connecticut without any 
accident.”  So today, as you exercise in 
Jockey Hollow by ‘riding shank’s mare,’ 
remember the soldiers who walked here 
before you.

Re-enactors riding shank’s mare during an encampment at Jockey Hollow. We invite you to join 
Park Rangers throughout the summer to ride shank’s mare (hike) while enjoying the summer 
weather and a Ranger program.
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It is no secret that Morristown has 
a unique connection to George 
Washington and the American 
Revolution.  However, did you know that 
we also have artifacts and documents 
from our 4th president, James Madison 
and the War of 1812?  This summer marks 
the 200th anniversary of the start of this 
war between the United States and Great 
Britain. 

The letter pictured below was written 
by President James Madison to the 
governor of New York, Daniel Tompkins.  
It lends an interesting perspective from 
the state of New York on the prospects 
of ending the war, but also a larger 
example of the widespread yearn to bring 
the war to an end.  The letter is from 
President James Madison in response 
to a unanimous resolution passed by 
both Houses of the Legislature of New 
York “expressing the emotions with which 
they view the terms of peace proposed by 
the British commissioners at Ghent, and 
recommending the most vigorous measures 
for bringing the war to an honorable 
termination.”  Madison expresses his 
gratitude to the unanimous resolution 
with “language [that] does great honor to 
the patriotism and just sentiments of the 
State…”

The flag, also pictured below, was 
carried by the Morris Rifle Company. 
The Morris Rifle Company was a 
volunteer uniformed militia company 
from Morristown.  Uniformed militia 
companies were a cut above the regular 
compulsory militia.  Men volunteered 
to join the uniformed militia and they 
purchased their own uniforms and 
trained on a more regular basis.

The Morris Rangers, along with Morris 
County’s other uniformed companies, 
were ordered to help defend New York 
harbor and New Jersey by serving along 
the Jersey shoreline at Sandy Hook and 
Powles Hook, present day Jersey City. 
While they never fired a shot in anger, the 
uniformed companies had an experience 
typical of most soldiers; a brief bit of 
excitement and a bit of boredom. They 
performed guard duty, underwent 
inspections, marched in review, 
complained about poor food, suffered 
from illness and cold while sleeping in 
tents at Sandy Hook in November and 
even saw a British frigate. On November 
26, 1814 Linsley noted that: “I hear the 
Jersey troops in particular got credit for 
their good military Conduct…”

This flag was carried by the Morris rifle 
company and is made of green silk and 
includes a white silk canton with a painted 
eagle. 

Letter from Superintendent 

I am pleased to be writing this after 
another successful Revolutionary 
Times Weekend at Morristown 
NHP.   At the event, dozens of 
reenactors joined park staff to bring 
the 18th century into today’s world.   
Many visitors were not only thrilled 
to interact with soldiers and camp 
followers but we were all pleased 
with the wonderful weather that set 
the stage for the event.   

As we move into the warmer months 
of the year, I would like to invite 
you all to explore and discover 
what Morristown NHP has to offer.   
During this time, I hope that you 
have the opportunity to explore 
the extensive trail system that the 
park has to offer.   Immersion in 
the natural places of our world 
promotes your physical, mental and 
spiritual health and Morristown has 
an abundance of places to do just 
that. 

Whether your motivation is to 
improve your health, create new 
experiences with your friends and 
family or just to get away for short 
time, Morristown NHP has a variety 
of resources that you can enjoy.   

If you need an excuse to come and 
see us, plan to come to the park 
on one of the many holidays over 
the summer such as National Get 
Outdoors Day on June 9th, World 
Ranger Day on July 31st or join us 
on July 4th on the lawn of the Ford 
Mansion for the annual reading of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

Whatever your reason is to come 
to Morristown NHP or any of 
the other 396 National Parks 
throughout the country, we hope to 
see you soon.

Jill A. Hawk

Behind Closed Doors

Letter written by President James Madison in 
the archival collection at Morristown NHP
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National Trail Day
Do you enjoy hiking at Jockey Hollow? Here is your chance to give back. Come help us promote awareness 

of the wide variety of benefits that trails provide, to encourage people to discover their local trails, to raise 

awareness of trail issues, and to instill excitement for the outdoors. The trails are maintained by volunteers who 

share your interest by preserving the paths for the enjoyment of you and your family.  Join our Trail Project 

Morning Crew to learn how you can raise awareness about trail concerns. Meet the crew to say thank you and 

to see what these volunteers do behind the scenes to help you enjoy your hiking experience. 

For further information or for volunteer opportunities contact:

Phone: 973-539-2016 ext 230

E-mail: MORR_VIP@nps.gov

During the American Revolution, New 
Jersey became known as the ‘Cockpit 
of the Revolution’ because nearly 100 
different battles and skirmishes took 
place here, including the famous battles 
of Trenton, Princeton and Monmouth. 
Because their state had such extensive 
fighting, the five New Jersey signers 
of the Declaration of Independence 
suffered as much as or more than those 
from any other part of the colonies.  
Some suffered more than others and 
these are their stories:

At the outbreak of hostilities John 
Witherspoon was President of Princeton 
College. He became the only active 
clergyman to sign the Declaration. 
Throughout the war he served in 
Congress on numerous committees.  His 
family sacrificed their family farm during 
the Battle of Princeton.  Later in 1777 his 
son James was killed during the Battle of 
Germantown.  He died in 1794 at the age 
of 71.

John Hart was a farmer from Hopewell 
when he went to vote for independence 
in Philadelphia.  After signing the 
Declaration, he returned to his home. 
In late 1776, however, his wife became 
seriously ill and the British were closing 
in on his home.  Unable to flee with his 
wife, he took his children to relatives’ 
homes for safety and he fled into the 
nearby woods.  He stayed in the forest 

sleeping in local caves until after the 
Battle of Princeton when he was finally 
able to return to his home.  By this time 
his wife passed away and he was unable 
to gather all his children under the same 
roof.  He dies a broken man in May 1779 
unsure if his sacrifice will be rewarded 
with freedom for the colonies

Abraham Clark was born in 1726 in 
present day Elizabeth. Clark became 
popular for his dislike of the rich and 
powerful people who controlled most 
affairs in colonial America.  Clark also 
suffered at the hands of the British. 
They destroyed all of his property 
and captured one of his sons.  The 
British offered to release his son if he 
renounced the American cause but he 
refused to betray his country.  After the 
war he fought for the average citizens in 
Congress and passed away in 1794.

Join us at Washington’s Headquarters 
Museum at noon on July 4th to hear 
stories from the revolution era and a 
public reading of the Declaration of 
Independence on the lawn.  Feel free 
to bring your own chairs, blankets and 
snacks.  See you there!

New Jersey’s Own Declaring Independence

Park Ranger Tom Winslow recreating a public 
reading of the Declaration of Independence 
at our annual July 4th celebration at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Volunteer Spotlight: Hiking Trail Crew
The Crossroads of the American Revolution 
National Heritage Area was established by 
Congress in 2006 to raise popular appreciation 
of the historical significance of New Jersey in 
the American Revolution. The heritage area 
encompasses 213 cities and towns and all or 
parts of 14 counties from Bergen to Gloucester 
and offers a forum for new citizen initiatives 
on education, natural resource preservation, 
historic conservation and interpretation, and 
heritage tourism. 

To learn more about the history of the American 
Revolution in New Jersey,  

visit www.RevolutionaryNJ.org.
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Memorial Day, for many people, is 
the start of summer, with a three-day 
weekend and big sales in the stores.  But 
it didn’t start out that way. The holiday 
began in the late 1860’s as “Decoration 
Day.” It was a day to bring out spring 
flowers and decorate the graves of the 
recently fallen soldiers of the Civil War. 
Over time, it became Memorial Day; 
a time to remember the soldiers who 
died in all of America’s wars. Therefore, 
it would be fitting to also remember 
the soldiers that lost their lives in 
Morristown during the revolution.

Most of the deaths during the 
Morristown encampments were due 
to disease. The army records called 
“returns” were more concerned with 
numbers; how many were “Present and 
Fit for Duty” and how many had died 
rather, than the cause of the soldier’s 
deaths.  The death of Jacob Ford, Jr., the 

owner of the Ford Mansion, is typical of 
the military of that time, when more men 
died from disease rather than from battle. 
Ford was a colonel in the Morris County 
Militia and he commanded the militia 
troops at the first battle of Springfield 
on December 17, 1776.  Ford survived 
the battle but on January 4, 1777 while 
preparing to march his men off to fight 
again, Ford was suddenly overcome with 
an illness. He was lifted from his horse 
as his men marched off.  Taken to the 

Remembering Their Ultimate Sacrifice

Marker honoring the lives and contributions of 
the Ford Family at the First Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery located on the Morristown Green

Washington Association of 
New Jersey

The Washington Association is the fund-
raising arm and advisory body for Morristown 
National Historical Park who’s current project 
is the renovation and expansion of the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum with a 
5,000 square foot addition and a total fund-
raising goal of $8,000,000. 

If you would like more information about the 
Washington Association, how you can help, 
or to become a member, please visit their 
website at www.wanj.org or write to: PO Box 
1473, Morristown, NJ 07962, or call 973-
292-1874

Ford Mansion, he was put to bed under 
a doctor’s care but  died less than a week 
later.

Even though the winter two years later 
in 1779-1780 was the worst ever recorded 
in the history of the United States and 
soldiers were reduced to eating tree 
bark, shoes and pet dogs; only about 100 
men died out of an army of over 10,000 
soldiers.  It is a remarkable record when 
you consider that at the Valley Forge 
encampment, between 1,000 to 3,000 
men died.  Most scholars attribute the 
low death rate at Morristown from 1779 
to 1780 to improved camp sanitation and 
increased discipline.  Many of the men 
were now veterans and were used to the 
hard life of a Continental soldier.

Whether they died in battle, by accident 
or disease, all these men and many more 
gave their lives in the struggle to gain 
independence that we enjoy today.

Healthy Parks, Healthy People US

Healthy Parks, Healthy People US is a National Park 
Service initiative working to reintegrate human, 
environmental and ecological health into the mission 
of public parks and public lands. Although Healthy 
Parks Healthy People US is based within the National 
Park Service, it works with national, state, and local 
parks, as well as business innovators, healthcare 
leaders, scientists, foundations and advocacy 
organizations to foster the health-related role that 
parks can and do play in our society.

It’s no secret that one of the great hiking destinations 
in northern New Jersey is Jockey Hollow. In an effort 
to get visitors outside and on our trails, Morristown 
National Historical Park has increased the number of 
historical trail hikes offered by our ranger staff. Our 
goal is to get people moving, learn a bit of history, 
and participate in the National Park Service ‘Healthy 
Parks, Healthy People US’ program.
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JUNE
Sunday, June 3rd: Officer’s Viewpoint 
Hear what life was like for an officer 
during the winter encampment of 
1779-1780 as a park ranger takes on the 
character of an officer to answer your 
questions about his life and the war. 
1:30pm to 4:00pm at the Wick House.

Thursday, June 6th: Remembering 
the Past: A Gallery Tour - Families 
remember their past through 
photographs, trophies and treasured 
family heirlooms. Museums recall our 
nation’s history by preserving similar 
objects. Join a Park Ranger on a gallery 
tour and learn how a painting, a bust, a 
sword and a cannon can help us learn 
more about George Washington.  
1:30pm, 2:30pm and 3:30pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Saturday, June 9th: Get Outdoors 
Day - Join the National Park Service 
in celebrating Get Outdoors Day with 
special Ranger hikes at Jockey Hollow 
and games at the Wick House. Call 973-
543-4030 or www.nps.gov/morr for more 
information.

Sunday, June 10th: Civilian 
Conservation Corps. Hike - During the 
Great Depression of the 1930’s a group 
of young men changed Jockey Hollow 
forever. Join a Ranger on a 2.25 mile 
round-trip hike on the Yellow Trail to 
discover how these men transformed 
Jockey Hollow into what we love today 
while only earning $30 a month! 10:00am 
at the Jockey Hollow Visitor Center.

Sunday, June 10th: Farmer’s 
Viewpoint - Fences destroyed, livestock 
stolen, and hundreds of acres of trees 
chopped down. Find out what a farmer 
thought about having 10,000 soldiers 
camped on his land as a park ranger 
portrays a farm laborer of the Wick 
family. 1:30pm to 4:00pm at the Wick 
House.

Wednesday, June 13th: Washington’s 
Lifeguard  - During the winter of 1779 
to 1780 Washington had 250 men at his 
disposal for security as well as protection 
of his personal papers. Join a Park 
Ranger at the Washington Headquarters 
Museum for a short walk to discover the 
role these men played in Morristown and 
beyond. 1:15pm, 2:15pm and 3:15pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum. 

Thursday, June 14th: Flag Day 
Celebrate Flag Day by assisting a Park 
Ranger with the daily raising and 
lowering of the headquarters flag. Also 
learn about the importance of flags to 
18th century armies and hear a short 
history of the United States flag. 9:30am 
and 4:30pm at the Ford Mansion flag pole. 

Thursday. June 14th: Guest Speaker: 
William Fowler - Join the National Park 
Service and the North Jersey American 
Revolution Roundtable as we welcome 
author and professor William Fowler 
to speak about his newest book ‘An 
American Crisis: George Washington 
and the Dangerous Two Years After 
Yorktown, 1781-1783’. 7:00pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Saturday, June 16th: Dyeing to Change 
Ever wonder how people in the 18th 
century colored their world? Come to the 
Wick House to see white wool become a 
variety of colors from some of the plants 
from the Wick Garden. 1:30pm to 3:30pm 
at the Wick House.

Sunday, June 17th: Soldier’s Viewpoint 
Step back in time to June 1780; and hear a 
soldier’s viewpoint on the army and the 
winter encampment. A park ranger at the 
Wick House will take on the character 
of a soldier and answer your questions. 
1:30pm to 4:00pm at the Wick House.

Summer Ranger Led Activities 2012
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JUNE
Tuesday, June 19th: Washington’s 
Indispensable Man - Who was George 
Washington’s most trusted general? 
Many say it was Nathanael Greene. Join 
a Park Ranger for a PowerPoint slide 
show to discover Greene’s importance to 
the American cause and why he doesn’t 
have the fame he deserves. 1:00pm, 
2:00pm and 3:00pm at the Washington’s 
Headquarters Museum. 

Wednesday, June 20th: Tour Road 
Ramble - People walk or drive on the 
tour road everyday and never realize 
how much history happened all around 
them. Join a Park Ranger for a three 
mile walk around Jockey Hollow on the 
tour road and learn about the history of 
Jockey Hollow from 1750 to the present 
day. Topics covered on the walk include: 
mutiny, the Civilian Conservation Corps, 
the super rich of the early 20th century 
and the man who was hanged twice.  
10:00am and 2:00pm at the Jockey Hollow 
Visitor Center.

Friday, June 22nd: Nature’s Newborns 
Hike - Want to explore in the fresh air? 
Join a Park Ranger as you hike with your 
baby in a backpack to discover the many 
natural wonders of Jockey Hollow. This 
hike is ideal for parents with a child in a 
backpack but all are welcome. 10:00am at 
the Jockey Hollow Visitor Center. 

Saturday, June 23rd: Tools of a Farmer 
Henry Wick’s power tools were different 
from those today. Come discover tools 
he would have used like an 18th century 
lawnmower, chainsaw and other tools 
you might know. 1:00pm to 4:00pm at the 
Wick House. 

Sunday, June 24th: Alien Invaders 
Where did they come from? Invaders 
have come from faraway lands and 
are taking over our forests. Join a Park 
Ranger at the Jockey Hollow Visitor 
Center to see the invaders in action and 
find out what you can do to prevent 
a complete takeover. 11:00am, 1:00pm 
and 3:00pm at the Jockey Hollow Visitor 
Center. 

Wednesday, June 27th: Tempe Wick; 
Truth & Legend - Did Tempe Wick really 
hide a horse in the Wick House? Hear 
the legend and find out the truth as you 
explore the Wick House and look for 
potential hiding spots. 1:30pm, 2:30pm & 
3:30pm at the Wick House.

Saturday, June 30th: Saving History 
Discover how the Washington 
Association and the Park Service 
preserved the Ford Mansion and Jockey 
Hollow. Learn how Lloyd Smith and 
Clyde Potts helped to secure this site as 
the first National Historical Park. 1:30pm, 
2:30pm, 3:30pm at the Washington’s 
Headquarters Museum.

JULY
Sunday, July 1st: Canadian in 
Morristown - The Morristown 
encampment featured soldiers from 
more than just the colonies. In fact, two 
whole regiments of Canadians encamped 
in Jockey Hollow during the ‘Hard 
Winter’. Join a Park Ranger at the Jockey 
Hollow Visitor Center for this 30 minute 
hike and discover the important role 
Canadians played during the American 
Revolution. 1:30pm, 2:30pm & 3:30pm at 
the Jockey Hollow Visitor Center

Wednesday, July 4th: Independence 
Day - Join the staff of Morristown NHP 
on this truly historic day as we celebrate 
the 4th of July with a special reading of 
the Declaration of Independence and 
other activities.  Noon to 2:00pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Saturday, July 7th: Civilian 
Conservation Corps. Hike - During the 
Great Depression of the 1930’s a group 
of young men changed Jockey Hollow 
forever. Join a Ranger on a 2.25 mile 
round-trip hike on the Yellow Trail to 
discover how these men transformed 
Jockey Hollow into what we love today 
while only earning $30 a month! Call 
973-542-4030 for further information. 
10:00am at the Jockey Hollow Visitor 
Center.

Sunday, July 8th: Colonial Games  
Have some old-fashioned fun as you 
take on the same games that the soldiers 
and the Wick Family played. Try your 
hand at nine-pins, quoits, trap-ball, nine-
man morris, fox & geese and other 18th 
century games. 1:30pm to 4:00pm at the 
Wick House.

Wednesday, July 11th: Documents 
of Revolution - Discover the true 
importance of some small pieces of 
paper displayed in the Lloyd Smith 
Gallery. Join a Park Ranger for a 
gallery tour and trace the history of the 
American Revolution as you hear about 
how stamps, broadsides and books 
helped start and end the Revolutionary 
War. 1:30pm, 2:30pm and 3:30pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Thursday, July 12th: Hamilton Slept 
Here Too! - George Washington wasn’t 
the only founding father to sleep in the 
Ford Mansion. Join a Park Ranger on a 
tour of the Ford Mansion and discover 
the role Alexander Hamilton played 
during the ‘Hard Winter’ and beyond. 
1:00pm, 2:00pm & 3:00pm at the Ford 
Mansion.

Summer Ranger Led Activities 2012
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Saturday, July 21st: Feeding the Army 
It’s time for summer BBQs! Did you 
know Washington’s soldiers also enjoyed 
grilling their food. Join at Park Ranger at 
the Wick house to see what they had to 
knosh on. Sauerkraut anyone?  1:30pm to 
4:00pm at the Wick House.

Sunday, July 22nd: Alien Invaders 
Where did they come from? Invaders 
have come from faraway lands and 
are taking over our forests. Join a Park 
Ranger at the Jockey Hollow Visitor 
Center to see the invaders in action and 
find out what you can do to prevent 
a complete takeover. 1:30pm, 2:30pm 
and 3:30pm at the Jockey Hollow Visitor 
Center. 

Wednesday, July 25th: Tempe Wick; 
Truth & Legend - Did Tempe Wick really 
hide a horse in the Wick House? Hear 
the legend and find out the truth as you 
explore the Wick House and look for 
potential hiding spots. 1:30pm, 2:30pm & 
3:30pm at the Wick House.

Friday, July 27th: Nature’s Newborns 
Hike - Want to explore in the fresh air? 
Join a Park Ranger as you hike with your 
baby in a backpack to discover the many 
natural wonders of Jockey Hollow. This 
hike is ideal for parents with a child in a 
backpack but all are welcome. 10:00am at 
the Jockey Hollow Visitor Center. 

Saturday, July 28th: Origins of the 
American Revolution- What led to the 
outbreak of the American Revolution? 
Was it just high taxes, or something 
more? Join a Park Ranger as you tour 
the museum and learn about the many 
factors that contributed to the American 
Revolution based on the many artifacts 
on display. 1:30pm,2:30pm & 3:30pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Sunday, July 29th: Civilian 
Conservation Corps. Hike - During the 
Great Depression of the 1930’s a group 
of young men changed Jockey Hollow 
forever. Join a Ranger on a 2.25 mile 
round-trip hike on the Yellow Trail to 
discover how these men transformed 
Jockey Hollow into what we love today 
while only earning $30 a month! Call 
973-542-4030 for further information. 
10:00am at the Jockey Hollow Visitor 
Center.

Sunday, July 29th: Soldier at the Huts 
Learn about the life of a common soldier 
during the winter encampment and see 
the clothing, equipment, and weapons 
that a soldier used as you visit the replica 
soldier huts of the Pennsylvania Line. 
1:30pm  to 4:00pm at the Soldier’s Huts. 

AUGUST 
Wednesday, August 1st: Documents 
of Revolution - Discover the true 
importance of some small pieces of 
paper displayed in the Lloyd Smith 
Gallery. Join a Park Ranger for a 
gallery tour and trace the history of the 
American Revolution as you hear about 
how stamps, broadsides and books 
helped start and end the Revolutionary 
War. 1:30pm, 2:30pm and 3:30pm  at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Saturday, August 4th: Soldier at the 
Huts - Learn about the life of a common 
soldier during the winter encampment 
and see the clothing, equipment, and 
weapons that a soldier used as you 
visit the replica soldier huts of the 
Pennsylvania Line. 1:30pm  to 4:00pm at 
the Soldier’s Huts.

JULY 
Friday, July 13th: Wick House Garden 
Did you know Yarrow plants were 
thought to stop balding in men when the 
boiled down plant oils were applied to 
the scalp and hair? Join a Park Ranger 
to discover this and many other herbs 
growing in the Wick Garden and how 
they were used in 18th century life. 
10:30am, 1:30pm and 3:30pm at the Wick 
House.

Saturday, July 14th: Little Tykes Hike 
Join a Park Ranger as you and your 
children discover what is crawling, 
calling and blooming in Jockey Hollow 
while hiking 1 mile round-trip on the Red 
Trail. This hike is ideal for children 2 to 6 
years old but all are welcome. Call 973-
543-4030 for more details. 10:00am at the 
Trail Center Parking Lot. 

Wednesday, July 18th: Tour Road 
Ramble People walk or drive on the 
tour road everyday and never realize 
how much history happened all around 
them. Join a Park Ranger for a three 
mile walk around Jockey Hollow on the 
tour road and learn about the history of 
Jockey Hollow from 1750 to the present 
day. Topics covered on the walk include: 
mutiny, the Civilian Conservation Corps, 
the super rich of the early 20th century 
and the man who was hanged twice.  
10:00am and 2:00pm at the Jockey Hollow 
Visitor Center.

Saturday, July 21st: Washington’s 
Lifeguard - During the winter of 1779 
to 1780 Washington had 250 men at his 
disposal for security as well as protection 
of his personal papers. Join a Park 
Ranger at the Washington Headquarters 
Museum for a short walk to discover the 
role these men played in Morristown and 
beyond.  1:15pm, 2:15pm and 3:15pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Summer Ranger Led Activities 2012
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Free Admission Days for 2012

AUGUST 

Sunday, August 5th: Changes in the 
Land Hike - Jockey Hollow wasn’t 
always a beautiful forest. At one time 
it was a farm, an army base, an estate, 
a watershed, and even a Civilian 
Conservation Corps camp. Join a park 
ranger on this 4 ½ mile round-trip hike 
through Jockey Hollow and discover all 
the changes that occurred here. Please 
wear appropriate clothing and bring 
along your own water. 1:00pm at the 
Jockey Hollow Visitor Center.

Sunday, August 5th: Restoring the 
Wick House - Did you know people lived 
in the Wick House until 1933? Thanks 
to the Civilian Conservation Corps 
the house has been transformed to an 
original appearance. Join a Park Ranger 
to discover the ways in which the C.C.C. 
restored the Wick House and farm. 
1:30pm, 2:30pm, 3:30pm at the Wick House. 

Wednesday, August 8th: Remembering 
the Past: A Gallery Tour - Families 
remember their past through 
photographs, trophies and treasured 
family heirlooms. Museums recall our 
nation’s history by preserving similar 
objects. Join a Park Ranger on a gallery 
tour and learn how a painting, a bust, a 
sword and a cannon can help us learn 
more about George Washington.  
1:30pm, 2:30pm and 3:30pm at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Saturday, August 11th: A Soldier’s Life 
Explore the life of a Continental Soldier!  
Join a Park Ranger at the Wick House to 
hear the problems faced by the troops 
in the struggle for our independence.. 
1:00pm to 4:00pm at the Wick House.

Wednesday, August 15th: Pennsylvania 
Line Hike - Troops from Pennsylvania 
were present at almost every major battle 
from the Siege of Boston to the surrender 
at Yorktown. Join a Park Ranger on this 2 
mile round-trip hike to the Soldier Huts 
to discover the impact these men had 
throughout the American Revolution. 
10:00am at the Jockey Hollow Visitor 
Center. 

Saturday, August 18th: What is it 
Henry? -According to Henry Wick’s 
bill of inventory, he owned a stylyard, 
a beetle, and a riding chair. Join a Park 
Ranger at the Wick House to discover 
these and other curious items that Mr. 
Wick owned. 1:30pm to 4:00pm at the 
Wick House.

Sunday, August 19th: Wick House 
Garden - Did you know Yarrow plants 
were thought to stop balding in men 
when the boiled down plant oils were 
applied to the scalp and hair? Join a Park 
Ranger to discover this and many other 
herbs growing in the Wick Garden and 
how they were used in 18th century life. 
10:30am, 1:30pm and 3:30pm at the Wick 
House.

Saturday, August 25th: Soldier at the 
Huts - Learn about the life of a common 
soldier during the winter encampment 
and see the clothing, equipment, and 
weapons that a soldier used as you 
visit the replica soldier huts of the 
Pennsylvania Line. 1:30pm  to 4:00pm at 
the Soldier’s Huts.

Saturday, August 25th: History Hike 
Join a Park Ranger on this 2.25 mile 
round-trip hike on the Yellow Trail and 
discover what life was like for Officers, 
Soldiers, and Civilians during the ‘Hard 
Winter’ of 1779-1780. 10:00am at the 
Jockey Hollow Visitor Center. 

Sunday, August 26th: Early American 
Money - Learn about the history of 
finance during the colonial period, 
and the troubles that Washington and 
the army faced during the American 
Revolution. View the parks collection 
of coins and currency from the 18th and 
19th century. 1:30pm, 2:30pm & 3:30pm at 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum.

Friday, August 31st: Wick Family Guest 
Did you know a President spent the 
winter at the Wick House? Meet a Park 
Ranger at the Wick House to discover 
who it was, as well as the impacts he 
made during the American Revolution 
during a tour of the Wick House. 1:30pm, 
2:30pm and 3:30pm at the Wick House.  

Park News

Washington’s Headquarters Museum:
The museum is open daily from 9:00am 
to 5:00pm. The museum features three 
exhibit galleries and a 30 minute park movie 
about Morristown during the Revolutionary 
War.  The museum also includes an Eastern 
National bookstore. The fee for the museum 
is $4.00 for adults (age 16 and Up) and also 
includes a tour of the Ford Mansion. Call 973-
539-2016 ext 210 for information. 

Ford Mansion: 
Tours are offered daily and begin at the 
Washington’s Headquarters Museum. Call 
973-539-2016 ext 210 for availability.

Jockey Hollow Visitor Center:
Open daily from 9:00am to 5:00pm and 
admission is free. Trail Guides to 27 miles of 
hiking trails are available for free.  Call 973-
543-4030 for information.  

Wick House:
Open daily and admission is free. Step back 
in time while exploring the 18th Century 
farmhouse of the Wick Family. Call 973-543-
4030 for information.
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