Private Yankee Doodle

Private Yankee Doodle is the title chosen for a new edition of a rare, delightful, and all but unknown piece of Americana, originally published at Hallowett, Maine, in 1830, as A Narrative of Some of the Adventures, Dangers and suffering of a Revolutionary Soldier, Interspersed with Anecdotes of Incidents That Occurred within His Own Observation. Following a literary convention of the time, it was published anonymously, locally its authorship was to secret, but when first it began to appear in bibliographies of the American Revolution it was erroneously attributed to James Sullivan Martin, its copyright holder, an assignment that stubbornly persisted. However, contemporary records leave no doubt today that its author was Joseph Plumb Martin, father of the copyright holder, and at the time of publication a seventy-year-old resident of a small Maine coastal town called Prospect.

Evidently the plain little book, cap octavo in size, bound in wooden boards with full yellow paper labels and a calf spine, failed to arouse wide interest; but it does seem to have added a bit to its author’s local distinction as a revered veteran of the War for Independence. Soon it fell into obscurity and for more than a century remained a remote historical lode worked only occasionally by some enterprising scholar. 
The Narrative was first brought to my attention one evening several years ago by Francis S. Ronalds, Superintendent of the Morristown National Historical Park, who had discovered it in the private collection of Lloyd W. Smith, of Morristown, which is now part of the parks Library. After some investigation of its authorship, he had become convinced that it was the work of 
