Library and Archival Holdings

While the vast majority of either collection deals with multiple facets of the Revolutionary War era, both collections are strong in the non-military realm as well.  The collection ranges over five hundred years of western European and American history.  Of note are over four hundred manuscripts from George Washington, over one hundred from Thomas Jefferson, nearly one hundred from the Adams family, and smaller groups of documents by nearly every figure who can be called a “founder.”  Nearly every signer of the Declaration and Constitution is represented.  Over four hundred legal manuscripts document nearly every United States Supreme Court Justice and also chronicle the early legal development of New Jersey.  The collection represents historical figures from Ferdinand & Isabella to Calvin Coolidge.  These manuscripts document the social, political, military, cultural, and domestic developments over the past five centuries.  Beginning with the voyages of the American Republic, and for over a century after, the story of the developing of the North American continent is a vast and moving tale.

Within the archival collection are a complete set of Hessian records (21,000 pages in German) consisting of correspondence, journals, orderly books and other records of German military units, which served with the British in the Revolutionary War.  It is one of the handfuls of complete Hessian collections known to exist in both the original German, and in English translation.  The archival collections also contains some of the earliest maps showing the western coast of what is today the United States.  The map collection ranges in date from 1510 to 1800 and also includes many military maps.  The library collection numbers nearly 50,000 volumes ranging from incunabula to modern monographs and narratives as well as current journals and newsletters from other repositories and institutions.
