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Target Audience: Grades 4-6

Program Outline

 Introduction (BRIEF--no more that 6-7 minutes) 
Students sit on the bench (and if necessary, on the floor) near the Encampment mural
Ranger asks the students questions to see if the class has a basic idea of the importance of Jockey Hollow.
(for example, “What happened here that Congress thought it should be preserved at a National Park site?)

Instruct the group regarding the format to the program. There are two main parts-- one is participating in activities in the Visitor Center and the other part is an activity in the Wick House. 

*Split the group in half if over 25.  Teacher should have already done this.  Instruct the group heading to the Wick House- that they will have an hour there to complete their program and expected back in the VC at
(one hour from ‘now,’) ideally 11:15a.m.


Visitor Center Program  (about one hour, including travel time--approx. 10:15-11:15 a.m.)

…. Becoming a Soldier

Question to consider:  Would you join the Continental Army?  Why/Why not?
   
Summary:  Ranger tells groups of the promises made to potential recruits
       Ranger leads group in discussion of why/why not someone might join the Continental Army

Activity/discussion:  Soldier Recruitment
The ranger/leader of the activity asks the group “If you lived during the revolution, most people were farmers, or owned one.  What could the army offer you that would make you willing enlist for three years (or more) in the Continental Army?
Discussion—“Would You Join” 
The students would be asked why and why not someone would join, and discuss the reasons for and against.
The ranger reviews the various promises made to new recruits (see recruiting speech below)	.
The replica clothing in the basket can be utilized—you can have the students try on the items when you discuss the clothing promised.  
Here are the promises made as given in the following “Recruiting Speech”—provided for staff with other program materials in closet on single, laminate sheet- large print to facilitate smooth presentation.
Ranger reads the following “speech” (see below) in its entirety – discussion to follow.  



To all who would wish to be HEROES and resist the tyranny of the King of Great Britain
BECOME A GENTLEMAN SOLDIER 
by joining the New Jersey Brigade of the Continental Army

When you join your regiment, you will be given all the equipment necessary to be a gentleman soldier:
	
A Soldier is to receive each year a UNIFORM:
One hat 
One wool regimental coat
One linen hunting frock
Four shirts
Two waistcoats (linen for summer, wool for winter)
Two pairs of either knee breeches, overalls or trousers (linen for summer, wool for winter)
Four pairs of stockings
Two pairs of shoes

A soldier will also be provided the following equipment:
A musket with bayonet
A cartridge box with ammunition
A haversack for holding your food
A canteen for water
A knapsack to hold your clothes and personal items

FOOD  A private is to receive
One pound of beef per day (or three-quarter pounds of pork, or one pound of salt fish
One pound of bread or flour per day
Three pints of peas, beans or vegetables per week
One pint of milk per day	
One half pint of rice or corn meal per week
One quart of cider per day

MONEY AND LAND:  A private is paid six dollars and sixty-seven cents per month.  As you rise in rank, you will be paid more.  A sergeant is paid ten dollars a month.

The State of New Jersey is paying a bounty of ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS to each man who enlists.  In addition, the Continental Congress will give each soldier ONE HUNDRED ACRES OF LAND when the war is over, for those who serve for the duration (that is, until the end of the war.)

If a soldier is seriously wounded, he would leave the army and receive half his pay for the rest of his life.  If he dies as a soldier, his widow and children receive half his pay, as long as she does not remarry.  

By serving the United States of America, you will receive food, clothing, money and land—and help start a new country.   After the war, you will be a hero, and start a new life for yourself!

THREE CHEERS FOR GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE CONTINENTAL ARMY,
AND SUCCESS TO THEIR ARMS!

The ranger will then ask students to consider the pros/cons of enlisting by using questions similar to the following:   
What would be the value of money, land, and clothing offered to a prospective enlistee?  
How would a farmer obtain such things if he didn’t enlist?
What would be the effect of a son or father leaving home to fight? 
What might happen if the family could not keep the farm operating without him? 

*Summarize conversation-- and the ‘promises’ of the army.   Now consider what actually happened….



…The Soldier’s Reality
Overview:  Students will take turns reading excerpts from the “Narrative” of soldier Joseph Plumb Martin (with the primary document text slightly revised to help students in reading them) to find out if the promises made were kept. 
Question for the students “How do we know what really happened to the soldiers? 
Ranger will assist the students to provide the desired answers, as needed.  
    We have primary documents: letters, journals made by the soldiers, and the published account of Joseph Plumb Martins army life.

After the discussion, the teacher will select 4-6 students  to take turns reading cards with revised  “quotes”  based on the writings of soldier Joseph Plumb Martin to find out if the soldier actually received the items/pay promised.
Note:  the text on the cards has been revised from the original to assist students in reading them)

[Card #1]  CLOTHING: How much did we really get? Perhaps a coat, one or two shirts, or stockings--and the same with the rest. A few pieces of clothing every year, never getting a whole suit at a time, and all very poorly made.  During our march through New Jersey to the Battle of Monmouth, one fourth of the troops had nothing to wear but a shirt to cover them.   I would have been in the same condition if I had not stolen some clothing.

[Card #2]  FOOD:  We never received what was promised us. Often I went one, two, three, even four days without a small piece of food, unless I could find some in a field or forest to keep me from starvation. 
Even when I received the food promised, half of the meat was actually bones. 

[Card #3]  PAY: For most of the war, we soldiers received no pay. When we did get paid, a month’s pay was barely enough to buy one dinner.  I was paid with good money (that is, coins) only once during my whole time in the army. 

[Card #4]  LAND:   Those who promised to serve as soldiers until the end of the war were supposed to get a hundred acres of land each, which was to be in their state, or a nearby one. 
 When the war was over, we were told to go home, with no one to tell us how to get the land or where it was.  The truth is, no one cared about the soldiers, now that we had won the war.  It was like the country didn’t care what happened to us, since they didn’t need us anymore.

Ranger asks the students, based on what they’ve heard, if they would have joined the army. Do you think most soldiers stayed or deserted?  Most stayed….so why? 

…A Soldier’s items - “What’s in your haversack?”
Question to consider:  What kind of equipment would a Continental Soldier carry?
 Ranger asks the students what personal items they would carry if they were a soldier (in addition to the musket and bayonet.)  Remind the students that soldiers (who marched long distances) had to carry all their own personal belongings, so they couldn't be burdened by excessive, unnecessary equipment.  During the times of the year when weather allowed, they were constantly on the move.  The Brown Bess musket alone weighs approximately 10 pounds.   Today hikers and climbers measure their gear and supplies in ounces – 16 oz. to a pound.

3-4 minutes:   The class is given instructions by the ranger about their role in the activity.  
Afterwards, the teacher divides the class into three groups, each sitting in separate circles on the floor.   The Ranger distributes haversacks to each group. The students will examine the items and try to determine their function and perhaps their name.  After examining the contents the students will discover the actual name and function of the individual items as shared with them by the adult assigned to the group.  The reference book is handed to the adult with the group, so he/she may facilitate discovery. 

Each group of students will then decide what three objects they will tell the other students about—then decide amongst themselves which of them will speak/read about the objects and which students will hold/show them to the rest of the class.   If needed, the assisting chaperone can assist in making these decisions, so the group is ready in the limited time available.  The preparation for the student presentations should take no more than four to five minutes. 


After their preparations, each group of students, in turn, will then stand and make their presentations in front of the rest of the class.  They can use the reference book with the object descriptions if they wish. 

Replica items in haversacks may include:
NOTE:  These items will be divided among three different haversacks

WOOD BOWL  
This was issued to the soldiers to be used for eating their rations—if the army had any food to give them.  Wood was easy to find and made a durable bowl that could take the wear and tear of army life.

HORN SPOON
These were issued to the soldiers to be used for eating their rations—if the army had any food to give them. 

FORK   Some soldiers might have a steel fork to hold down meat so it could be cut with a knife.   A soldier might also make a fork by twisting iron wire together. 

TIN CUP  A tin cup would have to be handmade by a tinsmith, and therefore were more expensive than other types of cups, but lasted longer.   This kind of cup is made from thin iron sheet, coated with tin, to prevent it from rusting. 

HARD SOAP was issued, when available, for washing their face, hands, and neck, as required by orders
 
TINDERBOX  (fire starting kit) 
At the time of the American Revolution, a common way to start a fire was with flint and steel.  The metal striker (or “steel”) was used to strike the flint stone to create sparks. A burnt piece of cloth and some fiber (called “tow”) were used to change the spark into a flame, which you then used to set fire to the wood in the fireplace. 

ICE CREEPERS:  These metal devices would be tied onto your leather shoes. The pointed “teeth” would grip into the ice and help keep the wearer from falling down.  

MUSKET LOCK:  This part of a musket made it possible for the weapon to shoot.  The cock (because it looked like the head of a rooster) held a piece of flint.  When the trigger was pulled, the flint hit the hammer, producing sparks.  The sparks would land in the gunpowder in the pan and ignite it.   The fire would go inside the weapon (through a tiny hole in the barrel called the touchhole) causing the musket ball to be fired from the weapon.

WISK AND PICK: This was a tool used by the soldier to clean his musket. It was used to clean burnt gunpowder from parts of the musket that would become dirty after much use.  If the musket became too dirty with burnt powder, it might not work. 
 
MUSKET CARTRIDGE/MUSKET FORMER/MUSKET BALL   Pieces of paper were wrapped around the wooden former to make a tube. One end was sealed shut and a musket ball was placed inside the tube. Enough gunpowder for one shot was put in the paper tube and the other end was folded shut. This made a cartridge, which would be used by a soldier to load and fire his musket.  Using cartridges in battle made it possible for the soldier to fire the musket and reload faster.
 
FIFE   this instrument (as well as the drum) was very important to an army in the Revolutionary War.  Many orders were given to the soldiers through the music played in camp, or in battle.   Certain music stood for a particular command—for example the tune "Reveille" (rev-el-ee) played in the morning told the soldiers that they should get out of bed, get dressed and get ready for inspection.  A large group in men could hear the music better than a human voice. This was important, especially in the noise of battle. 

WHISTLE – Soldiers could have used such instruments during their time off duty for their own enjoyment.  The only way soldiers could have had music was to play such an instrument or sing.  

JOURNAL - If a soldier could read and write, he might keep a journal, writing about his life in the army.  A few of these journals still exist and are very helpful in letting us know what the soldiers thought and did. 

JAW HARP – This kind of instrument may have been played for over two thousand years!  Archeologists have found these at Revolutionary War campsites such as Jockey Hollow.  

PLAYING CARDS – Card games were very popular at the time of the American Revolution.  
General Washington had to tell the soldiers they would be punished if they played card games because they were using army equipment to pay their gambling debts.
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…A Soldier’s Shelter
Question to consider:  What would you live in during a winter camp?
Question to discuss:  What was it like for twelve soldiers to build and share a log hut?
Activity:  The class is divided in half—each half takes a turn entering the Soldier Hut Exhibit inside the Visitor Center, accompanied by the ranger and a chaperone. 
The ranger can ask the students questions about its contents, size and appearance—how was such a hut made, what materials needed to be found/gathered?  What kind of tools might be used? How would twelve soldiers share this space, particularly for sleeping?   Would it be dark/warm?   
If time allows, ranger can describe the severity of the “Hard Winter” of 1779-80 and remind them that many soldiers without shoes and stocking worked knee-deep in snow to build their hut. 
Students will also be given an opportunity to ask questions, as time allows. 

Wick House Activity  (approx. 60 min.)
Questions to consider: What were the sacrifices made by civilians such as the Wick family during the American Revolution?
	How did the lives of the officers and civilians change because of the war?	


1.  WELCOME/INTRODUCTION:  The ranger (or volunteer, if there is no ranger) welcomes the group and (if this has not been done already at the Visitor Center) gives a BRIEF introduction (no more than five minutes) to the Wick House, setting the stage for the activity--the home was shared by the Wicks and certain officers during the winter of 1779-80.   Then the ranger introduces the activity.
 
2.  DIVIDE THE CLASS IN THIRDS The class will be divided into thirds—this can be done before the group enters the Wick House or before they begin the activity.

3.  INSTRUCT THE STUDENTS AS TO THEIR TASK: INVESTIGATE/BECOME EXPERTS  The group will be instructed as to their role and task:  They are to become “experts” in the area of the house they are assigned—the rooms they are in or can look into in that third of the home.  They are to locate objects (which can include furniture) that help us learn about the people that used that part of the house during the 1779-80 encampment.  Students will have a notebook available which will have pictures of and a description of some of the key objects.  They are to locate and know something about at least three of the objects in their area—ranger will determine the number.    They should be prepared to talk about their chosen objects to the rest of the class. While they are preparing, the ranger (or if no ranger, the volunteer) and any adult supervision will be available to assist the three groups and help them to use their limited time effectively, as they have about 10-15 minutes to prepare.

4.  STUDENTS, WITH A CHAPERONE, INVESTIGATE THEIR ASSIGNED AREA OF THE HOUSE AND LOCATE THE OBJECTS THEY ARE TO FIND. 

5. EACH THIRD OF THE CLASS TELLS ABOUT THE PORTION OF THE HOUSE THEY WERE ASSIGNED TO INVESTIGATE/TELL ABOUT THE OBJECTS LEARNED ABOUT.  
 After the groups have entered their area of the house (Officer’s quarters, Wick Family quarters, kitchen) and it has been determined by the chaperone and ranger that the groups are ready, then all the groups will gather in one area of the house, either the Officer’s quarters or the Wick Family quarters.   The students that are “experts” in that area of the house stand in front of the rest and then identify each object they have chosen to tell about (the ranger can assist in pointing it out/showing it)  and tell what they have learned about it. After they have told the rest of the class about the five objects they have chosen, the teacher and/or the ranger can ask the class the following question(s):  What do the objects tell us about the people who used them—who they were/what they did?

6.  CONCLUSION/SUMMARY. After the students have done this in the two areas of the house serving as “quarters,” the final stop should be in the kitchen.  After the “experts” provide for their fellow students the information they learned about the objects they chose , what they learned about them and discussed the key questions as given above, the activity can conclude with some final summary questions, such as
What were the sacrifices made by the Wick family during this winter of 1779-80?
Were the Wicks compensated for what they did for the army—and in what way?
How did the lives of the officers and civilians change because of the war?

The ranger then should answer any questions by the students/chaperones as time allows.  
3

image2.jpeg




image1.png
B scavice
S





