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Carbon River Geomorphic SettingCarbon River Geomorphic Setting
An aggrading river is a stream that is actively building up its An aggrading river is a stream that is actively building up its 
floodplain by being supplied with more material than it is floodplain by being supplied with more material than it is 
capable of transporting; over time, the river is increasing its capable of transporting; over time, the river is increasing its 
height relative to the adjacent floodplains.height relative to the adjacent floodplains.
The Carbon River has one of the highest rates of The Carbon River has one of the highest rates of aggradationaggradation
observed in the park observed in the park –– about 0.5 feet per year. From 1915about 0.5 feet per year. From 1915--
1971, 31 feet of material accumulated in the river bed 1971, 31 feet of material accumulated in the river bed 
averaged from the park boundary to the Carbon Glacier. This averaged from the park boundary to the Carbon Glacier. This 
is a trend that is noted in other large braided rivers in the is a trend that is noted in other large braided rivers in the 
park.park.
The river is being impacted by both large water flows and The river is being impacted by both large water flows and 
large sediment loads and over time, the nearby park large sediment loads and over time, the nearby park 
infrastructure, like the Carbon Road and the infrastructure, like the Carbon Road and the IpsutIpsut
Campground is increasingly at risk due to the decreased Campground is increasingly at risk due to the decreased 
ability of the river to effectively contain flood flows.ability of the river to effectively contain flood flows.


	Carbon River Geomorphic Setting

