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PARTNERS FOR RECOVERY 
Dave Uberuaga, Superintendent, Mount 
Rainier National Park 

This year, more than ever before, all of us 
at Mount Rainier National Park are 
grateful for our dedicated volunteers. For 
years, they have worked alongside our 
staff, selflessly helping us to protect the 
park’s natural and cultural resources and 
serve its visitors better than we would be 
able to without them. They patrol trails at 
Carbon River and rove subalpine mead-
ows at Paradise and Sunrise. They climb 
the mountain and repair the trails that 
surround it. They assist visitors in busy 
visitor centers, and work behind the 
scenes in the park’s library and museum 
collection. Last year, 924 people contrib-
uted 43,844 hours of their valuable time 
to Mount Rainier. 
 
The floods of November 2006 greatly 
widened our need for volunteer assis-
tance—and in the wake of the floods, 
thousands of people stepped forward to 
offer their help. An army of volunteers is 
exactly what we need to help us rebuild 
trails, campgrounds, and other facilities 
damaged by the flood. 
 
Directing that army—providing it with 
productive projects, good tools, adequate 
training and supervision, and a strategy 
for success—is a big challenge. 
 
Several partner organizations have 
stepped forward to help us meet the 

challenge. All are non-profits with deep 
roots and long histories here in the 
Northwest. Each brings unique resources 
to help rebuild Rainier, and each provides 
unique opportunities for you to get 
involved. 
 
Student Conservation Association 
In January, the Student Conservation 
Association (SCA) was selected to direct 
volunteer flood recovery efforts at Mount 
Rainier National Park. The Association 
has 50 years of history in Washington 
State, and is now a nationwide force of 
volunteers committed to protecting and 
preserving the environment. Through 

internships, conservation jobs, and field 
crews, SCA members meet environ-
mental challenges while gaining hands-
on experience in every conservation 
discipline. 

SCA Board Members await their trail repair assignments during a visit to Longmire on June 21 

 
SCA is working with us to devise a 
restoration strategy and to organize a 
multi-year volunteer work plan that 
engages trail coalitions, friends groups, 
and individual volunteers. Its staff assists 
us with public outreach and education, 
building citizen understanding, support, 
and volunteer involvement, and securing 
non-federal funding to assist with flood 
recovery efforts. SCA’s partnership with 
Mount Rainier, including staff, volun-
teers, equipment, and program support, is 
valued at nearly $700,000. It has commit-
ted to raising another quarter of a million 
dollars in philanthropic donations for 
flood recovery efforts as well. 

CELEBRATE VOLUNTEERS IN THE EATONVILLE 
4TH OF JULY PARADE! 
Every year, rangers from Mount Rainier National Park 
march and ride in the 4th of July parade in Eatonville, west 
of the park, where many of the park’s employees live. This 
year, the park would like to celebrate the role of volunteers 
in the park by including them in the parade. If you’re a 
volunteer, consider joining us! Bring your volunteer shirts, 
caps, hard hats, backpacks, and tools, and look for the NPS 
vehicle in the parade line between 11 and 11:30 on July 4. 
The parade begins at noon. See you there! 

 
SCA’s accomplishments have been 
phenomenal. Thirty-three conservation 
interns and four staff members are 
working in the park this summer. A 14-
person Flood Recovery Corps lives onsite 
in the historic Longmire Campground. 



They’ve just completed training to 
organize, lead, and assist with volunteer 
work projects all over the park, including 
trail repairs, campground restoration, 
exotic plant management, wilderness 
cleanup, and more. They’ve dramatically 
enhanced the park’s ability to work with 
volunteers, and hundreds of people will 
get to contribute to the park’s recovery 
through their efforts. Through corporate 
sponsorships, fundraising, and volunteer 
work projects, they’re helping to create 
lasting new partnerships that will benefit 
the park for years. Full details, including 
a calendar of volunteer work projects, can 
be found on their website. 
 
Washington’s National Park Fund 
Washington’s National Park Fund 
(WNPF) is committed to restoring and 
preserving Mount Rainier, North Cas-
cades and Olympic National Parks for 
current and future generations. As a 
nonprofit fund raising partner for Wash-
ington’s national parks, WNPF supports 
programs not funded by federal dollars 
that bring alive our natural and cultural 
history. Since 1993, more than 120 
projects focused on education, outreach, 
scientific research and park restoration 
were made possible through the generos-
ity of private philanthropic contributions 
to WNPF. 
 
Through a recent partnership with Seat-
tle-based REI, WNPF contributed 
$70,000 to support SCA’s flood recovery 
work in the park. Even more important, 

WNPF has raised awareness of the park 
and its needs among a wide range of 
audiences. Through its website, WNPF 
offers an easy way for anyone to contrib-
ute, from students who’d like to chip in a 
few dollars to corporations interested in 
making major donations. A special 
Washington State license plate to “Pre-
serve our National Parks” is also avail-
able. 
 
Washington Trails Association 
Washington Trails Association (WTA) 
works on behalf of hiking trails and wild 
lands throughout the state. Their volun-
teer trail maintenance program is among 
the largest in the nation, with over 1500 
volunteers. They protect trails through 
lobbying and grassroots advocacy on 
issues including trail funding and wilder-
ness protection, and work closely with 
federal and state policymakers to advance 
hikers’ interests in forest planning and 
new recreation projects. WTA cultivates 
a community of hikers through its web-
site, Washington Trails magazine, guided 
hikes, youth outreach, and educational 
events.  
 
In response to November’s floods, WTA 
hired a full-time seasonal crew leader to 
coordinate volunteer trail projects at 
Mount Rainier. In cooperation with the 
National Park Service and SCA, and 
drawing on years of experience recruiting 
“boots on the ground” volunteers, they 
have put together an ambitious schedule 
of work projects throughout the park. 

Individuals can sign up to participate 
through their website. 

www.nps.gov/mora

 

 
National Parks Conservation 
Association 
The National Parks Conservation Asso-
ciation (NPCA) is a nationwide organiza-
tion with a strong presence in the North-
west, dedicated to protecting and enhanc-
ing America's national parks for present 
and future generations. They educate 
decision makers and the public about the 
importance of preserving the parks, 
and work with members of Congress to 
create and uphold laws that protect them. 
They fight attempts to weaken these laws 
in the courts. 
 
Supported by a donation from REI, 
NPCA has taken a lead role in the 
Northwest Storm Recovery Coalition, 
coordinating the efforts of diverse or-
ganizations in support of Mount Rainier’s 
flood recovery. Through websites, 
publications, and relationships with 
legislators at every level, they have 
helped to keep the park’s needs in the 
public eye and have helped to ensure 
broad public support for recovery efforts. 
Their website is a great source of ideas 
about how to support the parks both in 
the field and without leaving home. 
 
The Mountaineers 
Formed in 1906 by Seattle area climbers, 
The Mountaineers is dedicated to the 
responsible enjoyment and protection of 
natural areas. The group has accom-
plished this mission by exploring and 
studying the mountains, forests, and 

Partners in Restoration: Members of the Student Conservation Association, Washington Trails 
Association, Washington’s National Park Fund, the National Parks Conservation Association, The 
Mountaineers, and Guest Services Incorporated meet with Superintendent Dave Uberuaga and 
Congressmen Norm Dicks (center in green jacket) and Dave Reichert (3rd from right) on May 5th

http://www.nps.gov/mora


waterways of the Northwest through 
organized expeditions and educational 
programs. Its members seek to preserve 
the natural environment through exam-
ple, teaching, and protective legislation. 
 
The Mountaineers bring to the Coalition 
a local membership steeped in the tradi-
tions of wilderness recreation and pas-
sionate about its protection. Its members 
have been some of the first to sign up for 
volunteer work projects, and the organi-
zation has helped facilitate public educa-
tion about storm damage and volunteer 
efforts. Their website provides a wealth 
of information about how to safely enjoy 
magnificent landscapes like Mount 
Rainier’s—and how to help ensure that 
they’re protected and preserved. 
 
How Can You Help? 
Each member of the Coalition brings 
valuable assets to the table, and unique 
ways to get involved. SCA and WTA 
offer plenty of hard work for anyone 
willing to get their hands dirty. Corporate 
sponsorships and individual contributions 
through WNPF and SCA support recov-
ery efforts and the park’s volunteer 
program. Contact NPCA and The Moun-
taineers to get involved through educa-
tion and advocacy—even without leaving 
home. 
 
Of course, if you can, come up and see us 
in person. See for yourself what inspires 
so many people to support Mount Rainier 
National Park in so many ways. Choose 
your own way to get involved—and 
become part of the army of volunteers 
working to make Mount Rainier National 
Park even better than it was before the 
floods of November 2006. 
 
The Northwest Storm Recovery Coalition 
coordinates the efforts of the National 
Park Service, SCA, Washington Trails 
Association, Washington’s National Park 
Fund, National Parks Conservation 
Association, and The Mountaineers, each 
of which has pledged resources toward 
fundraising, public information, and feet-
on-the-ground volunteer assistance. Visit 
the websites listed on page two of this 
newsletter to learn more about the coali-
tion and its members and, most impor-

tantly, how you, too, can become part of 
e Mount Rainier Recovery team! 
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NEW VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES 
There are some exciting opportunities to
volunteer coming up! The first week o
July will include family-oriented pro-
jects, and we have two 5-day backcoun-
try projects later in the month. Check ou
the complete lists and sign up online at 
www.theSCA.org/M  
nd www.wta.orga : 

�  Protection 
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� : Sunrise Snow 
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� et Falls Trail 
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n by lending our hands as well.” 

SCA volunteer base camp at Longmire.

ogether we preserve, for future generations, the natural and cultural resources in Mount Rainier National Park. Through a variety of high quality park 
experiences, we promote park values, personal connections, and responsibility for the environment in our local and global communities. The Mountain 
inspires stewardship. Its protection and preservation is our legacy. 

(5-day projects with SCA) 
July 19, 20, and 21: Huckleberry 
Creek Trail Maintenance (WTA) 
July 21 and 22: Stevens
Bridge Removal (SCA) 
July 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28: Wilder-
ness cleanup at Berkeley Park (SC
July 26, 27, 28, and 

 
ON THE TRAIL WITH SCA 
Kevin Hamilt
Association 

The Student Conservation Association—
an organization with deep northwestern 
roots and currently celebrating its 50th 
anniversary—had long been plannin
hold its summer board of directors 
meeting in Washington. But with Moun
Rainier still reeling from last winter’s 
storm damage, the SCA board added an
important it
tra
  
Recently, more than 30 SCA board 
members including Founding President 
Elizabeth Cushman Titus Putnam, several
senior staff, and others donned hard hats 
and hand tools and bussed in from S
to join the ongoing Mount Rainier 
Recovery project. The group replaced a 
portion of the Wonderland Trail washed 
away by flooding and brushed hundreds 
of feet of a surviving stretch. Their d
on the mountain made a significant 
contribution to the restoration effort an
perhaps more import 

July 3, 4, and 5: Habitat va
  
“As a board, we wanted to join with t
many others who are helping in this 
critical recovery effort,” said Chairman 
Fred Prescott. “The outpouring of suppor
for Mount Rainier over the last severa
months has been tremendously heart-
warming, and we wanted to salute all 
those who have responded to this sit

Family Projects (SCA) 
July 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 17, 18, and
19: Paradise Area T
Projects (SCA) 
July 5, 6, and 7: White River En-
trance Trail Maintenance (WTA) 
July 6, 13, 20, and 27
Trail Marking (SCA) 
July 12, 13, and 15: 

tioTrail Repair (WTA) 
July 14 and 15: Com   

The SCA contingent also received a 
project status report from Park Superin-
tendent Dave Uberuaga and toured the 

Maintenance (SCA) 
� July 14-21: Pacific Crest Trail Repa

and Bridge Construction at Dewey 
Lakes (a 7-day project with WTA) 

� July 18-22 and 25-28: Backcountry 
Trail Maintenance at Indian Henry’s 

 

SCA Board Members Fred Prescott and John 
Reynolds work on the Wonderland Trail reroute 
near Cougar Rock Campground 
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http://www.thesca.org/Mt_Rainier_Recovery
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