Mount Rainier National Park Volunteer Program: Selected Accomplishments, 2007
All statistics are preliminary and will be substantially larger by the end of the fiscal year.
· Mount Rainier National Park formed a very productive partnership with the Student Conservation Association to recruit, coordinate, and serve as crew leaders for teams of volunteers engaged in flood recovery projects following the floods of November 2006. Through the end of August, 494 people had participated in projects led by the SCA’s Mount Rainier Recovery Initiative.

· Through August, 1,448 people had served as volunteers at Mount Rainier National Park, compared with 924 for all of FY 2006.

· More than half of the trail work accomplished in the park this year was completed by volunteers. Volunteers helped reopen the Wonderland Trail by early August.
· More than 40 community groups have participated in our volunteer program over the past year, up from 24 last year, including employees from Boeing, REI, Starbucks, Walmart, Evergreen State College, HSBC Bank, and the State Attorney General’s Office. Many of these groups have also made financial contributions to our volunteer program or to the park’s flood recovery fund.

· A record 92 individuals have served in the park over the past year through the Student Conservation Association: 24 as Conservation Interns, 15 as volunteers and project leaders with the Mount Rainier Recovery Corps, 3 as staff members, and the rest as members of five high school programs, including three Conservation Leadership Corps teams and two groups who came to Rainier after first working with the Gulf Coast Recovery Corps. Students for these programs were recruited from diverse populations of urban youth in cities such as Seattle.
· The Japan Volunteers-in-Parks Association (J-VIPA) returned to Mount Rainier for a thirteenth year this summer. Its members completed several volunteer projects including building picnic tables, assisting in the greenhouse, and installing a sophisticated “bio toilet” donated to the park by the Japanese non-profit organization Groundwork Mishima.

· We now have 18 volunteers who have contributed more than 2,000 hours apiece to Mount Rainier National Park. Three of them have contributed more than 10,000 hours each. Twenty-five have been serving as volunteers continuously for more than ten years. As of September 5, 24 individuals have earned Volunteer Passes by serving at least 500 hours since the start of the year.
