Dear Friends,

As March comes to a close, the summer season at Mount Rainier National Park is beginning to gear up. Snow is beginning to melt off the trails in lower elevations like Carbon River and Longmire, and road repairs between the Nisqually Entrance and Paradise are finally nearing completion. Snow removal has started on the east side of the park.

It’s already clear that it will take more work than usual to restore park facilities following this winter’s storm damage. We’ve never been more grateful to have your assistance as part of our volunteer team! As you may have heard already, the National Park Service has formed partnerships with the Student Conservation Association (SCA), Washington Trails Association, and others to recruit and coordinate an army of volunteers to help with projects all over the park. Miles of backcountry trail will need to be rebuilt, river crossings restored, campgrounds cleaned up, and fire lookouts put back together. Revegetation crews will follow the reconstruction. And all of the normal volunteer projects will continue as well, including meadow roving, trail patrol, mountaineering, and maintenance response. It promises to be a busy summer!
Fortunately, we’ve received a nearly overwhelming response from the public in support of our flood recovery efforts. We now have well over a thousand new names in our database of people interested in serving as volunteers. To coordinate these volunteers, and to find productive projects for them to help with, I have been asked to manage the volunteer program full time this summer, assisted by Jill Baum of the Student Conservation Association, who will be arriving in the park next week. With the help of park supervisors, we will put together a calendar of projects that can be accomplished by teams of volunteers. We will supervise a group of field crew leaders hired by SCA who will help lead these projects. We also hope that those of you who already have experience as volunteers at Mount Rainier will help by providing leadership for those who are new to our program.
We’ll try to keep you informed as the summer’s plans progress. To help do this, I’ve upgraded the volunteer program’s web pages on Mount Rainier National Park’s website. You can get there from our main page at www.nps.gov/mora, or go directly to www.nps.gov/supportyourpark/volunteer.htm. There, you will find information about our plans for the summer as they develop, including a list of volunteer projects. There aren’t many projects listed just yet, but we expect that as things begin melting out over the next month or so, the calendar will fill up rapidly. Keep in touch with your existing supervisors at the park for information about your own programs, including how you can contribute to our expanded volunteer effort in a leadership role.
If you have specific questions, feel free to call me at 360-569-2211 extension 3385, or Jill at extension 3414. We apologize in advance if it takes us a few days to get back to you—we have been extraordinarily busy getting this summer’s volunteer effort off the ground, but we look forward, more than ever, to working alongside you to help restore access to the magnificent natural and cultural resources of Mount Rainier National Park.
Thank you for your continued support,

Kevin Bacher, Volunteer Program Manager, Mount Rainier National Park

Jill Baum, Program Manager, Student Conservation Association

