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To whom it may concern:

I absolutely, wholeheartedly agree with the nomination of Jim and Carol Miltimore to receive a George Hartzog Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service.  They have been two of our most dependable, hard-working, and multi-talented VIPs!
Here are some of their Wilderness District accomplishments in recent years:

· They patrolled trails and backcountry camps, with the flexibility to go wherever they are needed the most.

· They assisted in the deconstruction of the Fremont Fire Lookout roof, which had been blown off, whole, in the windstorm of December 2006 and deposited several hundred feet below the lookout.  They helped cut it into manageable chunks, weighed the resulting piles for flights, and scoured the area for small debris.

· They identified the location of buried lead-covered wires in the Frozen lake area.  The wires were part of an old water system designed to pump water from Lodi Creek, in Berkeley Park, up to Frozen Lake (the water source for Sunrise) should Frozen Lake dry up before the end of the season.  Most of this system had been removed.  Jim discovered that the still-buried wires contained lead and needed to be removed.  This has been a multi-year project, and Jim and Carol have personally removed over a thousand feet of wire, which has then been recycled.

· They removed old phone cable strung between Ohanapecosh and White River.  This is thick, rubber-reinforced cable paralleling the Eastside Trail.  It involves cutting the cable with a saw--all into chunks 10-12 feet long and dragging the pieces one at a time up to Highway 123 for recycling.  This project is ongoing.

· They helped with the ongoing removal of copper wire from the backcountry.  This wire can get entangled on elk and deer antlers.  Jim and Carol have removed thousands of feet, which then gets recycled.

· They have assisted in a plethora of backcountry projects, including removing old lumber from backcountry camp sites; helping repair or build wallowas (backcountry loos); enlarging, leveling, and delineating campsites; removing old signs; carrying in and posting new signs; seasonal removal and erecting of bear poles; seasonal closure of lookouts and cabins...

· They have been team members and emergency responders to multiple backcountry medical incidents and carry-outs.

I'm sure I could think of many more specific accomplishments.  Jim and Carol are absolutely tireless!  Their love of the park and wilderness in general is clearly evident in the generosity of their time, sweat, and knowledge.

We also enjoy Carol's baking.  How lucky are we!
Geoff Walker
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