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Introduction

Welcome to Monocacy National Battlefield and the Thomas
Farm Trail. This self- guided, 1.75- mile- long loop trail covers
the part of the battlefield where the heaviest fighting took place
during the Battle of Monocacy, on July 9, 1864. This peaceful
landscape of corn, wheat and pastureland was the scene of
three Confederate attacks. Three stops along the trail will
cover these attacks, though these waypoints are not in the
sequence of the attacks due to the landscape.

‘S Confederate Generals John McCausland and John Gordon

' "}ol."sim" ' : crossed the Monocacy River behind the Worthington House
(from the northwest viewed from the trailhead) and advanced
across the fields toward the Thomas Farm. There they met the
resistance of Union General James Ricketts’ veteran soldiers.

The C. Keefer Thomas Farm was also known as “Araby” after a
tract of land in Scotland. The Thomas and Gambrill families
took refuge in the cellar of the Thomas Farm house as the
battle took place outside. Today, the house is under life estate
and is OFF LIMITS to the public.

Please note that the maps below which accompany the attack
descriptions depict the landscape of July 9, 1864 (with the trail
. and stops superimposed) so that the respective troop move-
BakerValley ments are in the context of the day. Please use the map at left to
Road =™ .
2 orient yourself at each stop to the current landscape. A
The present-day landscape common legend for all maps is at the bottom of each page.

2:30 p.m. The Second Attack

Around 2:30 p.m. the Union line came under attack by a brigade of
dismounted cavalrymen commanded by General John
McCausland. The Confederate approach from the Worthington
Farm (1), avoided the Union skirmish line, and focused their
attack on the Thomas House (2). Union defenders were dislodged
from the house and pushed back to the Georgetown Pike
(present- day Araby Church Road) (3). About 20 minutes later,
Union troops mounted a counterattack (4), which drove the
Confederates back to the Worthington Farm (5). McCausland's
cavalrymen suffered roughly 100 casualties (wounded, killed or
captured) at the hands of the Union troops during two separate
attacks.

Thomas
House

3:30 p.m. The Third and Final Attack
(Part 1 - Union Left Flank)

At roughly 3:30 p.m., Union General James Ricketts’ left flank was
attacked by a brigade of Confederate General John Gordon's
division (1). The Union defenders were initially successful at
slowing the advance by killing or wounding several field officers,
including brigade commander General Clement Evans. The
Federals were also aided by post and rail fences that disrupted the
line of battle. Eventually, Evans’ Georgians reassembled and
continued the attack (2). With the assistance of General Zebulon
York’s brigade, they pushed the Union defenders back to the
Georgetown Pike (today's Araby Church Road) (3). At the Pike,
Union troops used natural breastworks (defensive positions)
created by the road to hold both brigades at bay. They inflicted
over 400 Georgian casualties in the attack.
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The Third and Final Attack
(Part 2 - Union Center)

As the Union defenders slowed Evans’ attack on the left flank,
York’s brigade of Louisianans attacked their middle (1). The
Union defense could not hold their ground against this combined
force and was compelled to fall back to the Georgetown Pike
(Araby Church Road) (2). Here the Union troops sustained their
position with the aid of natural defenses that the Pike provided (3).
They held the ground until the order to retreat was received and
inflicted over 150 casualties to York's Louisianans.

3:45 p.m.

The Third and Final Attack
(Part 3 - Union Right Flank)

Around 4:00 p.m., the Union defense had stalled the Confederate
attack, but the right flank was weakened by a continuous artillery
barrage from across the river. Confederate General William
Terry's brigade had been held in support up to this point. Led by
General Gordon, Terry used the river bank to mask his brigade’s
movement from the sight of the Union defenders (1). The Union

4:00 p.m.

troops were hit hard (2) and could only maintain their position for

a few minutes before being driven back to the Georgetown Pike
(Araby Church Road) (3). The Union defense inflicted a little
more than 100 casualties on the Virginians.

4:30 p.m.

STOP 2

Union Retreat

About 4:30 p.m., the Union defense had taken up a final position along the
Georgetown Pike (Araby Church Road) in natural breastworks created by the road.
Low on ammunition and no longer able to hold the line against the Confederate
attack (1), General Lew Wallace ordered his army to retreat. The order reached the
right flank as it began to crumble and was passed down the line. The Union troops
retreated in the direction of the Gambrill Mill (2) and eventually made their way
back to Baltimore by train. The Union defense succeeded in delaying the Confed-
erates for a full day, causing them to camp on the battlefield until the following
morning. In the three attacks, the Union division suffered roughly 1,075 casualties.

Stop #3

10:30 a.m. The First Attack

As General McCausland’s Confederate cavalrymen crossed the

Monocacy River around 10:30 a.m., Ricketts positioned a skirmish

line behind a post and rail fence on the Thomas Farm to meet the

advance. (The forest in front of you at Stop #3 was not here during

the time of the battle. Instead there was a fence separating the
Thomas and Worthington Farms, as may be seen on the map at
right). Hidden behind the fence, the Union defenders waited as
the unsuspecting Confederates advanced toward them (1). When
the Confederates were within 125 yards, the Union skirmishers
rose and fired a volley (2), surprising the Confederates and
pushing them back in disorder beyond the Worthington House

(3). This (first) attack resulted in virtually no Union casualties and

anumber of Confederate casualties.
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Monocacy National Battlefield is administered by the
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. For
additional information, please write or call:

Monocacy National Battlefield
4801 Urbana Pike

Frederick, Maryland 21704
(301) 662- 3515
http://www.nps.gov/mono/

In the event of an after- hours emergency, please call 9II or
dispatch at 301- 714- 2234.

Please remember that this is a National Park and it is illegal
to remove any artifacts or natural resources. Future
generations would like to experience the park just as you are
now. Preserving the landscape will assist that endeavor.

making Frederick history meaningful to all of our visitors.

The Community Foundation of Frederick County provided funding for this interpretive brochure. We are proud to partner with them in

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
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