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Help us write history!

2015 marks the 150th anniversary of the end of the United States (Ivil War. The
National Park Service will have numerous commemorative events to observe the
end of America’s most costly war, but we need your help! On April 9, 2015 bells will
ring throughout the country in honor of the meeting between Generals Ulysses
Grant and Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. This meeting marked the
beginning of the end of the Civil War, which would eventually restore peace and
unity to the nation.

Students and schools are invited to participate in this event by ringing bells along
with us on the 150th Anniversary of that moment on April 9th. A historic bell will
be rung at Appomattox at 3:00 pm Eastern. Then, with your help, we hope bells will
reverberate across the country starting at 3:15 for four minutes (one for each year
of the war). Share your event by posting it to Facebook or Twitter with
#BellsAcrosstheLand2015. We'll collect your stories to record how Americans
remembered this important event. Your posts will also help us write a national
story, which you can see at: https://storify.com/Bells2015/bells-across-the-land-2015!

In association with the bell-ringing event, this packet contains Suggested lesson plans
on the events at Appomattox in 1865, the legacy of the Civil War, and the historical
significance of bell ringing in the United States.
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Peace al Last: A Nation Reacts to Appomattox

overview:

On April 9, 1865 Generals Grant and Lee met to discuss the terms of surrender of the Confederate Army
of Northern Virginia. Though this meeting did not officially end the Civil War, it was the beginning of
the end. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia was the Confederacy’s most successful army, commanded by
1ts most capable leader. Perhaps most importantly, this was the army fighting closest to the warring
capitals at Washington, D.C. and Richmond, Virginia. As news spread across the United States,
communities in various places responded in different manners. For the North, this meant that victory
and reunification were on their way. For the South, it meant that four years of conflict had resulted in
failure and the destruction of the Confederate States of America. For both, it meant that a costly and
grueling war was finally coming to an end. In this lesson, students will explore the different ways
newspapers across the country announced the surrender at Appomattox and the varied ways
communities responded to the news.

Goals:

o Examine various newspapers headlines to determine how the surrender at Appomattox was
announced to the public

o Explore primary sources

e Illustrate how responses to the news differed in Northern and Southern communities and
hypothesize the reasons for this difference

Objectives:

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

e« Compare and contrast reactions to word of Lee’s surrender in communities in the North and
South

e Analyze primary sources more effectively

o Reflect on the meaning of peace after four years of civil war

Materials:

o Copies of primary source materials
o Copies of question sheets




Peace al Last: A Nation Reacts to Appomattox

Directions:

e Introduce the topic by explaining that Appomattox was the last of a series of battles between forces
commanded by Ulysses Grant, and those commanded by Robert E. Lee. Lee surrendered his army to
Grant, meaning that he and his men would not keep fighting. However, this did not end the Civil
War, but it did mean that one of the largest Confederate armies had stopped fighting. This was a
major turning point because the Army of Northern Virginia was the Confederacy’s most successful
army. In the weeks following the surrender at Appomattox, the other Confederate forces surrendered
too.

e Explain that everyone knew that Lee’s surrender was important, and news spread quickly in the
North and the South. Ask students how they think different groups might have reacted to this news.
Introduce the newspaper articles.

e Depending on your grade level, you can explore the following primary sources as a class or in groups.
For younger ages, it might be useful to project the newspaper articles on the board and discuss them
collectively, as some wording may be unfamiliar.

e For older ages, break students into groups of 3-4. Distribute one article per group. Prompt students
to investigate the article and prepare a short summary to share with the class. You can suggest that
they explore questions like,

= Where was this newspaper printed?

= Which side did that state fight on? North or South?

= Do they sound excited about the surrender? Why or why not?
= Do they think the war is over or do they want to keep fighting?
= Why do you think they felt this way?

e Once they have investigated their articles, have each group share their findings with the
class.

e Before finishing the lesson, note that the end of the Civil War did not just mean that peace
was restored. For many on both sides, it was hard to forget the reasons why they were
fighting and move on. Additionally, the war brought great change to the United States,
including the end of slavery. The fight for freedom started with the end of slavery, but it
would continue and continues even today. If your students are old enough, you might discuss
how they think the fight for freedom continues in modern times and ask them to give
examples.




Alexandria Gazette April 20, 1865

Alexandria, Virginia

Lice took with him Colonel Mavshall, of his
staff. At about 2} o'clock the party reached
Appomattox Coart House, where Gan, Grant
awaited his visitor. at the house of a citizn
named Wilmer MecLane., In the litde re
eeption-room were pens, ink, and paper—all
the simple p.;rapheruaha 0! a military aoniuh
enece. .’

(irant received his guest with the simple,
soldiery frankness that 1§ part of his nature. —
AsLoe, calm, dignilied, perfectly self-possess=d
advanced into the room, -.the. Lientenant-
(cneral arose, and both-clapsed hands. .. ten.
Lee sank into the offered ehair, - and within a
a few minntes- both were earndstly cugaged
discussing the terms of the' eapitulatiaon,

| Gen. liee desired tokanw dinduotly .what
- General Grant had to_propose,

(ten. (Grant assured him that the lunguage
‘of his  previous dlﬂpumh {‘J{[J']Hlllﬂd ﬁ hm
“wishes, .

Being mmpletely at the merey of his con
q‘!];lemr, Generidl Live was evidently pleased with

e liberality of these terins. Fl'expressed no
“dissent. to them whatever, After making par;
ticular inquiry. as to the. privdte baggage and

ihorses of his cficers,y he re nested to know
whether Genersl Gréant woy '1d permit those
‘among his wen who, owged private borse: to
retain them.

Grenerdil (3fintarespondéd. that - although® he
Aisliked to put sueh o condigion into the terms
of surrender, lie, wouid i instruet his :}Eiﬂerﬂ who
would - huve Lharg.- of snebipatters to see m:u;
General Lee's wish wis complied with.

W hierear General Imc expmsbed humelf riﬂ*
tlkﬁeﬂ ' '
Luee' lhen rhn’m! Le 1 upon the extreme »:.ta=t1tu
tiori of hiz | truupq Trey had hzd " uo supplies -
of any eonsegnence, he said, - for the, last two
Huye. .hvu‘l, th s pr'l-unLH[ have taken [rom:
Lou, general,”’ he remarked, :*bave . suftured
drom ek gt lgmd! ] Epli.it‘! 0L !]“'lij";‘l[u -u\h

uwWe then hﬂ”tﬂjlfﬂﬂ wlmogst STArying.

- Gant pmmp’r} fiiu:lumrl i Tave thur hf‘
would divide with him. He I’uiﬁﬂed hl‘l promis:’
before nighitfall: 1) Ordevitg rations'dt boel hud
coffee for.twenty five thonsand men o' b:, *-=vul
10 the Oonfuderate commissary, = © 72 7

v e




Augusta Chronicle, April 12 1865

Augusta, Georgia

T'poNT GIVZ UP THE hmr.ﬂ_ |

Thé words which are our text I;o-dny, wira_ "

 omce nttered .id circuyiances of as.extreme

peril, s those which now ‘+ ‘eaten thé Gonfed—ﬁ. _
erate Btat‘rei (‘or‘n :._.-_:Ei:-» us reason’ togethar,' |

~and uae How yeb w2y save the:ship and the
cargo, and the honor of the crew.  'We are not
8O partzcuiar about the fate of some Jf her

oﬁ‘icera Weo have so often had the of

axplogimg the air bubbles of tha a.dmm tra—-

tion p#rty, that the task haa last all the charm '
of nuvﬁalty T
WH at'e noli mlne& hut it w1ll take tho moat

skllful management to bring back the two-
thirds of the: army that Prestdeﬁt Davis says

.‘. . ._-.
[ ] [ ] L o

greahast kindness and care of the men, and pay-
"[_a.nﬂ clothing, and entire stoppage of all abuse,
to get them to win more vistories. It will take.
-more vmtones-—somathmg like the defeat pf
Pope in Virginia—to got us as gaod & peace
we cou.d have got then. Therefore, we appesl to
- the war spirit of . the country to arouse ong¢e
- more, uot to prolong the war ! —God f{;rbid I
but to gain once more & position for peace.

able to repuy. i

be an honorable peace.

have: -deserted their , colots. - Ib will - take the

Remember that we may even yet save slave-
ry. We may even yet teaca  England and
France that sending arms and the pauper mil-
lions to the North to fight us, is a debt we are

When we Baj' we want an honorable peace, |
we mean that the vote of the people will
never dishonor theruselves, and that what'
they vote to a:cept, be it what it may, Wlll



Bosion Herald April 10, 1865

Boston, Massachusetts

Tamraa

BOSION HERALD. |

MONDAY MORNING, APRIL Lide
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TELEGRAPY T0 TIIB NERALD

G GAAND
GLORIOUS!

The Beath Blow of
the Rebellion!

SURRENDER

GENERAL LEE

=ANT 18—

EXTIRE ARMY !

i —

Wan DEPARTMEST, WABHINGTON,
April 9, 1505=0 o'clook I M. i

To Major General Divy, New York p=

THIS DEPARTMENT HAS RE-
CEIVED THE OFFICIAL REPORT
OF THE SURRENDER TI[IS DAY OF
GENERAL LEE AND HIS ARMY TO
LIEUT. GENERAL GRANT, ON THE
TERMS PROPOSED BY GEN. GRANT,
DETAILS WILL BE GIVEN AS
SPEEDILY AS POSSIBLE.

EDWIN M, STANTON,

jkii————EE

|
“Towthe News of Lee’s Surrend2r
was Recelved in Vashiazton,

. (Special Dispatoh (o thy Boaton Herald.]
Wasunarton, April 9,
Praise Grant, “from whom all blesslngs flow.”
The mighty news of the surrendor of Leo and
his nrmy was recelved horo to-night soon aftor
nine o'clock, ond awmong tho row who aro ous
on one of tho stormiest of nlghts, the enthusl. .
asm 18 tremendous. Peoplo moot and ombraco |
each other, nnd goneral congratulation pro- :
. yolls that the Commander-in-Chief of the robel
armics, by Lis completo subinission, bas deoid
ed that tho causo of tho Union must provail
and peaco relgn overmoro,

.



Charleston Courier April 14, 1865

Charleston, South Carolina

THE ENDOF THE REBELLION

LAUS DEO!

— .

Surrender of Gen. Robert
E. Lee and the Entire
Army of Northern

.. Virginia.

TWO SOLDIERS IN COUNCIL,

——p—

A GREAT CAPTAIN PERFORMS A HUMANE
ACTION.

_n,.,,_.

GLORY TO GRANT!

T —
- PULL DETAILS OF THE TER 8 QF THE
e CRITIULATION o

e

*E{JRREEPDNDENGE BETWEEN THE TWO
GENERALS.

WILD ENTHUSIABM OVER
THE NEWS.

—

“The glorions news of the surrender of General
R. E, Lzx and the entire Army of Northern
Virginia to Lieutenant General CRANT is con-
tained in the New York papers of the 10:h, for
sopies of which we are indebted to Purser E H.
RooxweLr, ot the steamer “Oceanus.” The fol= |
lowing are the official orders and correspondence |

- ag published : I

o 4 i




Daily Constitutionalist April 21, 1865

Augusta, Georgia

THE CAPITULATION OF GEN'L
LEE. ‘

Rumors of a very painful and depressiag
character have beea pravalent in our city the
past day or twe, involving the loss by capture
of a poriion of the gallant Army of Northera
Yirginia, and the eapitulation of the heroic

General Lee to the enemy. Reluctant to give
credence to these siories of disaster, and hoping

against hepe that they might preve false, we
have refrained from giviag them publicity. It

is, however, no longer the part of wisdom er
prudence to withheld the facts of the case, s¢
far as they have reached us—faois that are
gleomy enough in all conscierics, but whick
‘by ®0 means necessilate our abandenmaent ef
the struggle or the folding of the hands of the
peoplein mute despair, Rather sheuld tha.r
nerve men resolved te be free to more detef
mined and united asction.

It appears that the first consideradle engage- *

mment between Gemeral Les nnd the forces of
Grant aller the uncovering of the Capitel, oc-
curred av Amelia C, H., thirty-six miles south
of Richmond, where the enemy were repulsed.
Gen. Lee sabsequently withdrew to Jetersville,
a point still farther southward, on the line of
the Damville railroad, where making a stand
behind temporary breastworks, he again gare
battle to the pursuiug ecemy, and again re-
pulsed him, inflicting o heavy loss.

|

10



The Press April 10, 1865

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The-Press.

MONDAY, APRIL 10, 1885.

GLORY BE T0 GOD!

The intelligence of the sur-
render of General L:E and his
whole army to Lieuf. General
GraNT arrived at this office at
twenty-five minutes to 10 o'clock
last night. It was communi-
cated in a despatch from Seere-
tary SraxToN, and confirmed
what we have felt. from the fivst,
must be the ultimate result of

LEE's erushing defeat at Peters-
burg and demoralizing aban-
donment of Richmond.

To this great and blessed
news it is abszolutely needless
to add a single word. We can
but bow our heads in thank-
fulness to Him whose merey
has at last dispelled the dark-
ness hanging over us, and, as
we trozt, for ever.

VICTORY!!

DEATH-BLOW TO TREASON.

REBELLION IN VIRGINIA ENDED,

SURRENDER OF LEE AXND MIS
WHOLE ARMY.

Jur Lieuienant {-‘tnmil Diciates his
Own Terms,

Lee Compelled to Accept Them,

THE BULWARE OF THE » CONFEDERACY"
BAZED 'I:\D THE GROUND,

The kouwthern Chivalry Demoralized
beyonid Redempilon.

THE SUN OF VICTORY

ITS RADIANT DAWN AT RICHMOND.

THE BERILLIANT NOOX.DAY ULORY.

11



Jackson Daily Courant April 14, 1865

Jackson, Michigan

ﬂnﬁﬁiﬁﬁl?"ﬂéﬁéan in vmgm.a. |

Arp— - —

ADDTIINES of tho ':::.C.I“TIA
- ) P DR !'.u'L"l."l'.I.;'H e

e o vl s sds s m -

Vicgm.a Q@ R#*m‘u to the Jmun

SuoT 1;3'11&]“" ﬁ]‘W \.HI) 4 DI‘-!P.&T'“II'

L ¥} -H ...-i

M2 E‘ibuzﬁ?i‘f} e Rw l_"_";’"

1ton. ﬁusahhd,

S

AND BAYS TR UH'-’ BRNM E:'I'l‘ F‘Y
PECTS MOMORIPTRATRS WILLE
BE ALLOMNPD . TO ENT hn
O .Lh““‘_ PORTS,

a N
LI

ITTT N

DETAILS 0? L-r: S Q“amrﬂm-ﬁ :

3 .
20,000 Xen le‘*ﬂ n tleruﬂ., n.n a _

Cav nlr‘?, Artilicyy, -h..e.

. 1 B i ———— i

Impu‘rta,nt Order from the War De p‘t

o — _i-' -.---—--.

NO MORE DRAFTING OR RL(‘HUI’T
1'\(.- IN LOYAL STATI*JS

PR i —————

GO]_..D 146.

——

Address of tlm illmnhmu Of tho Vipe.

sinla Lezisiature,.

- e T maa s — = Em . mes AW
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Western Clarion April 15, 1865

Helena, Arkansas

THE VAR ENDED]

Leo Eunfandﬁrn'i his @Intii‘él

Army on Grant’s
own Terms.,

READ AND REJOICE
@ TR e
Fﬁ’EREﬂT’E ARNY ROUTED.

From onr Extra of Wednesday.] 1

We clip from the Cairc Leader, of the
10th, seoond edition, the fullowing corres-
pondenos ; )

[Official.], -
W - - War DepPaarHesT,
© ., Wasmiwatow, April0, 9 P, M,
To Major Genersl Dix

. This Department hos received the officidIw
report qof the surrender thir day of Gen.
Lea and hie army io Lieut. Gdn, Graat, on
torms proposed Ly the latter. - *

Signed, ~ E. M| Sranron.

.Hmdquuters. Armies of the U, 8.
. April 8, 4£:30 p. m, }
an- E. M. Stanton, Scer’'y of War:

Gen. Leesurrendered the acmy of North-
ern Virginia, this afterncod, upon the terms
proposed by mysclf. The accompanying
additional correspondence will show the
conditions more fully. U. 8, Grasr,

Lieutedant Genersl. 1
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Bell Ringing In the United States

The United States borrowed its tradition of
bell ringing from a long history of using
bells for communication in Europe. Church
bells, as well as those located in

government buildings, signaled many
different things to early Americans. They
could be used to signal distress—Ilike the

bell in Lexington, Massachusetts—or for
less unusual things like noting when a
church service was to be held. Bells kept
time and marked special occasions, as the
image below suggests, they even reminded
citizens when it was time to go home.

“Old belfry, Lexington, Massachusetts. From this

belfry was rung out the alarm on the morning of

the 19th of April, 1775, calling the Minute Men:to
| assemble on the Common”

SOPTRRT, LS TR FERRY, WAL apy,
i

OLD BELFRy,
LEX)
From this belfey wan ryp + LEXINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS,

OUt the alirm op (he
mars|
Miiste Men to assemble nnl“ ::r szg:h. of Aol 1775, alltug e

Perhaps the most famous bell in the United
States, the Liberty Bell, illustrates the many
uses for bells. During the time that it was still
in use, the bell—known as the ‘old bell—rang to
mark the signing of the Constitution, as well as
the deaths of Ben Franklin, George Washington,
Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson.

Consequently, the sound of bells ringing could

{ ~— ® signal both celebration and mourning.
1 ring tonight, -4 '
‘untold grievance of an
‘untolled church 8118 maisenasss

14



Let Freedom Ring:

The Liberty Bell and the Continued Fight ior Freedom

Overview:

From the nation’s founding, to the Civil War, and into the modern era, Americans have
struggled to define the true meaning of freedom. During the Civil War, this question came to a
head when the Union decided to outlaw slavery. However, ending slavery did not settle these
enduring questions regarding the nature of freedom. As evidenced by the Civil Rights
Movement, there was still much work to do when the war ended.

The Liberty Bell is one of the United States’ most well-known symbols of freedom, but this was
not always the case. An examination of the history of the Liberty Bell reveals that ideas about
the meaning of the Bell and what it represents developed along with ideas about the true
meaning of its inscription, “Proclaim Liberty through all the Land.” This lesson uses the Liberty
Bell as a lens through which to understand Americans’ struggle to define freedom and fully
achieve the promise of liberty for all.

Goals:

o Examine various primary sources to trace the history of the Liberty Bell as a symbol for
freedom

o Explore the contested meanings of freedom before and after the Civil War

e Trace the development of ideas of freedom and Civil Rights from the nation’s founding to the

Civil Rights Era

Objectives:

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

o Identify the differences in definitions of freedom before and after the Civil War by answering
questions such as, “Who did freedom apply to before and after the Civil War?”

e Present specific examples of the changing meaning of freedom as displayed by developing
ideas about the Liberty Bell

e Remember a basic history of the Liberty Bell and the ongoing fight for Civil Rights

Materials:

o Copies of primary source materials
= Excerpts derived from Teaching with Historic Places Lesson Plan on the Liberty Bell
= Images courtesy the Library of Congress (www.loc.gov)

e Copies of question sheets

15



James Silk Buckingham visited Philadelphia around 1840 when the bell’s reputation as a relic
of the American Revolution was beginning to grow.

This bell [the Liberty Bell] though no longer used for general purposes, still occupied the place
in which it was originally hung, and, like the great bell of St. Paul’s in London, used on special
occasions such as the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence and visits of
distinguished visitors such as Lafayette...it will no doubt be preserved as a national treasure.
--James Silk Buckingham, American Historical, Statistic and Descriptive, London, 1841

THE TOCS I N
) Ttung by the State House Hell (]nduuendem o Halld Philadelphia.July #1776
“PROGLAIM LIRERTY THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND, UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF® LEV.XXWio.

16



Preparation for the 100th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence led to a resurgence
of interest in the American Revolution and in the Liberty Bell.

This is true, there appears to have been no first jubilee to all the inhabitants on our fiftieth
anniversary--too many millions of our inhabitants were then in slavery--we then could not
fully carry out the text and proclaim liberty to all. But now upon the second fiftieth year we
are able to do so. Cracked and shattered as the bell may be, the base upon which that motto
is cast remains firm and solid, and shaken has our country been with the din of battle and
bloody strife, that principle remains pure and perfect for all time to come and the whole text,
Liberty Jubilee, will be literally carried out in 1876. ‘Liberty can now be proclaimed throu
[sic] all the land to all inhabitants thereof.’

--John Shoemaker, Chairman of the Philadelphia Centennial Committee, in

"The Centennial," Philadelphia, 1873

I believe there is to-day, because
of the war, a broader and deeper
patriotism in all Americans; that
patriotism throbs the heart and
pulses the being as ardently of
the South Carolinian as of the
Massachusetts Puritan; that the
Liberty Bell, even now, as I write,
on its Southern pilgrimage, will
be as reverently received and as

devotedly loved in Atlanta and
_ Charleston as in Philadelphia
| and Boston.

,' -From Manassas to Appomattox:
Memoirs of the Civil War in
America by James Longstreet

The liberty bell back in its birth-place again now
that it has proclaimed liberty throughout the land
unto all the inhabitants thereof, it is perfectly at
home.




Civil rights sit-in at Liberty Bell, 1965. (Photograph courtesy of Urban Archives, Temple
University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

Civil rights protestors claimed they chose the Liberty Bell as their symbol because of its
association with American freedoms and the struggle for black equality.

On March 12, 1965, twenty-five civil rights demonstrators entered Independence Hall
and began a sit-in around the Liberty Bell. The demonstration was to dramatize the
need to send Federal authorities to Selma, Alabama, to protect the rights of African

Americans.
--"The Liberty Bell: A Special History Study," National Park Service, 1986

18



Let Freedom Ring:

Primary Source Investigation Questions

After exploring the primary sources, answer the questions below.

1. Eventually, the Liberty Bell cracked and could no longer be used for “general purposes,” like
marking funerals of presidents or important events. However, James Sk Buckingham’s quote mentions
that the bell remained in its place, though no longer in use. Why do you think people would have
wanted to keep the bell in the bell tower?

2. The Liberty Bell became a symbol ior many ideas Americans thought were important. Given the two
pictures on the first page, what do you think Americans thought the bell stood for prior to the (ivil War?

3. According to John Shoemaker’s quote, what change occurred in the United States that allowed the
Liberty Bell to Zz/y proclaim liberty for all? What do you think he meant by this?

4. Why do you think Civil Rights protesters, 100 years aiter the (ivil War, decided to use the Liberty Bell
as a symbol for their movement? What do you think they were trying to say?

5. Given the diiferences in how the Liberty Bell was represented and used over time, how do you think it
represents changing ideas of ireedom In the United States?

6. In the 150 years aiter the Civil War, the United States has continued to fight to live up to the ideals of
ireedom, equality, and liberty started by the Founding Fathers. How well do you think we have
accomplished this, and do you think there is anything we still need to do?

19



But 1 want to know more...

Online Resources:

Appomattox Court House National Historical Park Curriculum Resources
http://www.nps.gov/apco/forteachers/curriculummaterials.htm

Interactive Timeline of the Civil War to Civil Rights
http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/customecf/timeline. html

The Appomattox Campaign
http://[www.nps.gov/apco/appomattox-campaign.htm

The Civil War Trust on Appomattox
http://www.civilwar.org/video/video-the-appomattox.html
http://www.civilwar.org/video/appomattox-the-surrender.html

Lee’s Farewell Address to his Troops
http://www.civilwar.si.edu/appomattox_lee_farewell.html

President Abraham LincoIn’s Second Inaugural Address
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lincoln2.asp

National Park Service Curriculum on Civil Rights
http://www.nps.gov/teachers/teacher-resources.htm?q=civil+rights

Teaching with Historic Places: the Liberty Bell
http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/36liberty/36liberty.htm

Virtual (lassroom Exploring the Civil War Experience
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/forteachers
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