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Words To Know
Directions:  Before you come to Moores Creek National Battlefield, there are a few words you 
should know.  These will be important in understanding the events that occurred leading up to, 
during, and after the Battle of Moores Creek Bridge.

“Brown Bess” Musket
•	 standard weapon of both the Patriot and Loyalist forces, as well as the Continental and  

British soldiers
•	 very inaccurate beyond 50 yards

Bayonet
•	 An edged weapon that, when attached to the barrel of a musket, transforms the firearm into 

a spear-like weapon
•	 Used in hand-to-hand fighting

Broadsword
•	 The traditional weapon of the Scottish Highlanders
•	 It was a large sword sharpened on both sides with a distinctive basket-hilt around the handle 

to protect the carriers hand in combat

Earthworks
•	 Trenches or embankments made of earth constructed as a military fortification 
•	 Earthworks are usually constructed for defensive purposes

Militia
•	 Local, part-time soldiers serving the state or local governments 
•	 Made up primarily of farmers, tradesmen, and merchants 

Loyalist
•	 Name given to those colonists still loyal to King George III and England during the American 

Revolution
•	 These people supported the British forces with supplies, information, and manpower
•	 Also known as Tories

Patriot
•	 Name given to those who fought for independence from English rule
•	 Also known as Whigs

Naval Stores
•	 Tar, pitch, and turpentine
•	 England relied on naval stores and North Carolina was the largest producer and exporter of 

naval stores in the world around the time of the American Revolution
•	 Following the Battle of Moores Creek, England was forced to find another source for naval 

stores, which England relied on to maintain their massive navy


