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Your National Parks 
The National Park Service pro-
tects America’s special places so 
that everyone can enjoy and learn 
from them.    Some parks are 
natural places and some tell us 
about famous people and events.  
These parks belong to you and to 
all Americans.  Do you recognize 
these famous monuments? 

What rangers do 
 

National Park Rangers do a lot of different jobs.  
 Some rangers tell visitors what their park is about and 

why it’s an important place.   
 Some keep visitors safe and protect the important 

things in the park.   
 Some study the plants and animals in their parks to find 

the best ways to protect them and the places thy live.   
 Other rangers greet visitors at entrance stations and in visitor centers, hand out park 

maps, and sell park passes.   

What Junior Rangers can do 
 

 Tell your friends about the parks you visit and why they are spe-
cial places.  

 Always follow park rules and explore safely.  
 Learn about the plants and animals, and never disturb them or 

feed the animals.  
 Junior Rangers never litter and always help pick up after people 

who don’t know how to care for their parks. 

Become a WebRanger at www.nps.gov/webrangers to discover more about your national 
parks through fun games and activities.  When you register, you get an ID card and an online ranger 
station with your screen name on the desk!  You can even earn a WebRangers patch! 



Where Do I Live? 

Eagle 

I like to build my 
nest in high 
places. 

Sandbar 

Many different kinds of animals live in and along the river.  Each one needs a  differ-
ent kind of home.  Draw a line from the animal to the place it lives. 

Paddlefish 
I like deep, slow-
moving water. 

Plover 

I make a nest in 
the sand. 

I eat lots of grass 
and need room to 
roam. 

Heron 

Buffalo 

I wade in the water 
and catch small fish. 

Shallow Wetland 

Prairie 

River 

Cottonwood Trees 



 

 

These are snags, big tree stumps stuck in the river.  If you hit them, 
your boat will sink and you’ll lose all your cargo. 

These are sandbars and beaches, and other spots too shallow for 
your boat.  If you go there you’ll get stuck! 

These Indians are angry because people on other steamboats have 
been shooting the buffalo that the Indians need for food.  We’d bet-
ter leave them alone. 

This is shore and islands.  Your boat can’t go there. 

Blow the whistle and go!   Toot, Toot! 

Uh oh!  Somebody hit a snag and sank their boat right in 
the middle of the river.  It’s blocking your way. 

Steamboats were big ships made for the Missouri River.  They were as long as 
three or four big tractor-trailer trucks parked end-to-end!  They burned wood 
to make steam to run the engines.  They carried passengers as well as cargo such 
as food and supplies for gold miners, settlers, soldiers and Indians. 

Can you pilot a steamboat?   
Piloting a steamboat was a difficult, dangerous job.  On the next page, 
draw a line to steer your boat up the river and deliver your cargo.  
Watch out for all the dangers below! 

The Red Cloud The Far West 

Big Boats 



 Finish 

Start 



Whose Stuff is This? 
There are many different people in the world, but we all do many of the same things.  We eat, 
sleep, travel, and need a place to live.  When settlers came  up the Missouri  River in the 1800s, 
they met the Plains Indians, who did the same things as the settlers but used different  tools, ani-
mals, and houses.   Draw a line from each of the objects in the center to the people who usually 
used them. 

Plains Indians Settlers 

Image credits: NPS, USFWS, 
Nebraska G&PC, Texas 
P&W, Library of Congress 

Cabin 

Wagon 

Horse & travois 

Cattle 

Buffalo 

Tipi 

Bow & arrow 

Rifle 

Cooking stove 

Rocking Chair 

Campfire 

Back rest 



Get Moving! 

Fred loves to fish and he knows how to be safe!  Follow the dots from 1 to 29 to see what you 
should wear to keep yourself safe on a boat or around water.  Write the name of it in the 
spaces below.  Color the picture if you want to. 

National parks are fun places!   
You can hike, run, boat, and explore while learning 
about each park.  Stay on the trails, don’t get too 
close to animals, and leave the plants and flowers 
for everyone to enjoy.   Explore safely - stay away 
from cliffs and don’t climb on buildings or  statues.  
When you are outside, wear sunscreen and drink 
lots of water. 

When you’re on a boat, make sure the adults wear theirs too! 

_ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

©2011 T. Smith Publishing.  
www.tlsbooks.com 
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