Communicating about Water Resources:
Reaching Diverse Audiences



The MWMO

Mississippi River in Minneapolis during high
water.



The Changing Face of Minnesota



Distribution of Racial and Ethnic Groups


http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/

What does this mean for Natural
Resource Management?



Best Practices for Water Education



Understand if and how pollution prevention
information reaches a community

Create a customized Education Plan

Develop an approach to use in other communities



Southeast Asian
Fought communism for CIA
Fled genocide to Thailand

Importance of Minneapolis-
Saint Paul

Growing populations in
Rochester and SW MN



Findings: Community Characteristics

www.mwmo.org/docs.html



Findings: Communication

Telling the story of crossing the Mekong River-
in a traditional storycloth and a public art
project.



Planning Water Education



Increase Environmental Literacy &
Stewardship

Take one home with you!






Build Capacity and Leadership

The “Mississippi River Green Team”, an urban
conservation corps.



Set groundwork for success

Know your audience

Start where they are

Communicate how they do, not how you do

Be prepared to develop relationships, not just
materials

Plan for the long term; build a network of people and
resources



