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Coldwater Spring 

What is Coldwater Spring? 
Coldwater Spring is a cultural and historic landmark, considered to be Minnesota’s first settlement. The National Park Service began managing Coldwater Spring in 2010 and is restoring 29 acres. Coldwater Spring will be an open space, oak savanna and prairie landscape. The springhouse and reservoir will remain.

Can people visit Coldwater Spring? 
Coldwater Spring is closed while crews restore the property, except for free, one-hour National Park Service tours. Coldwater Spring is scheduled to be open to the public by fall 2012.

Where is Coldwater Spring?
Coldwater Spring sits between Minnehaha Regional Park and Fort Snelling State Park. The property is near the Hiawatha Light Rail line and 2 bike trails. Metered parking is available nearby. 

Can people volunteer at Coldwater? 
You can join Mississippi River Fund’s Coldwater Volunteer Crew. Volunteers are needed to clear buckthorn and other invasives and to plant native plants and wildflowers. 

How else can people help Coldwater?
You can become a founding supporter of Coldwater Spring by donating to Trees for Coldwater. Your donation will help restore Coldwater’s oak savanna. 

For details about Coldwater tours,
volunteering, or donating to Trees for Coldwater, visit missriverfund.org
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What’s happening at Coldwater?
The current plans for Coldwater Spring include restoring oak savanna, prairie and wetlands, maintaining trails for walkers and bikers, removing the culvert that hides the creek and creating a Coldwater Creek Trail to the river. Repair and restoration of the springhouse and reservoir are still under consideration.

Is it safe to drink Coldwater’s water? 
The Minnesota Department of Health tested Coldwater Spring in 2005 and deemed the water unsafe for human consumption. The National Park Service recommends not drinking the water.

When did people first live by Coldwater Spring?
Some evidence shows that people first lived in the area around Coldwater Spring some 12,000 years ago. Native people, including Dakota and some Ojibwa, used Coldwater Spring’s water, as did early settlers and soldiers who came to build Fort Snelling. The U.S. government acquired the Coldwater Spring property in 1805, as part of the Fort Snelling Military Reservation.

What is Camp Coldwater Spring?
Camp Coldwater Spring was home to more than 150 people and twenty buildings in the 1830s, according to the census and map records. Since the 1800s, Coldwater has been the site of a fur trading post, hotel and boarding house, farmstead, waterworks, water tower, and engineer house.

When was the Bureau of Mines at Coldwater?
In the 1950s, the U.S. Bureau of Mines began using Coldwater’s property. The Bureau of Mines built a dozen buildings at Coldwater, as part of the Twin Cities Research Center. In 1996, Congress closed the Bureau of Mines. 
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volunteering, or donating to Trees for Coldwater, visit missriverfund.org
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