
VOLUNTEERS-IN-PARKS UPDATE 
October 2011 
 
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 
111 E. Kellogg Blvd. Suite 105 
Saint Paul, MN  55101 
 
To volunteer for any volunteer position, for more information about the VIP Program or to unsubscribe 
from this newsletter, contact miss_volunteer@nps.gov or Kathy at (651) 293-8424.  Please circulate this 
email to friends, families or other interested parties.  Please save paper and only print the portions you 
need!  
 
IN THIS NEWSLETTER   
NEW PHONE NUMBERS 
Thank you volunteers for a great season of work. NPS is on an Oct. 1 to September 30 fiscal year. This is 
when we take stock of what has happened during the past year. Numbers are still coming in including 
partner hours and volunteer numbers but so far in NPS led programs there were 12, 292  hours 
contributed by 1888 volunteers! 
The volunteer of the year was Kate Havelin. Kate works at the Visitor Center, at events, works with the 
Bio Techs, works at Trail Days and more! Congratulations Kate. 
As the river bluffs burst into beautiful displays of red, yellow and orange volunteers are encouraged to get 
out and see the colors. Volunteers are also encouraged to attend MOVE! events. These events provide 
information a variety of topics which will enhance volunteer knowledge and skills.  
We will publish a bi-annual bulletin highlighting programs, volunteers and past events. Volunteers are 
needed to write about their favorite place in the park and about your volunteer experience. We will use 
this information to update the web page as well in the bulletin.  
 

• October 16- U of M RAVE 
• October 22- Seed Collection 
• October 25 - MOVE! (Climate Change) 
• Oct. 27- Art Contest Reception 
• October 28- Mississippi River Forum 

• Otter Survey 
• Survey 
• Info needed for bi-annual report 
• Support your park  

 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
To volunteer for any volunteer position or for more information about the VIP Program, contact 
miss_volunteer@nps.gov or (651) 293-8424. 
 
 
UofM RAVE (River Action Volunteer Event) 
Note: This event is for University of MN students only.  
Oct. 16, Sunday 
1:30-4pm 
Meet Up: Coffman Memorial Union  
 
River Action Volunteer Events (RAVEs) are a fun way to explore the river in a way few others do.  All trips 
couple a restoration service project with an adventure tour led by National Park Rangers.  Explore the river by 
bike and learn about significant wildlife and cultural features, and do some good! 
Restoration projects are generally no more than two hours and can include trash pick-up, native seed planting and 
collection, and invasive species removal. The physical work load is moderate. 



 
This RAVE will start at Coffman Memorial Union on the University of Minnesota campus. River Rangers will 
ride their bikes to the restoration project site. 
Participation of this event is limited to 20. There may be an opportunity for additional participants to meet us at 
the restoration site.  Please register at www.missriverfund.org/events.  
 
 
SEED COLLECTION 
Woodland Wildflower Seed Harvest, Construction Update Tour! 
Saturday October 22nd 
9:30 - Noon 
Coldwater Unit 
 
Join us to scout the forest floor for seeds from those elusive spring wildflowers! You've helped us rip and drag the 
buckthorn out of the forest, and we want to make sure there are good native plants to germinate in the bare areas 
next spring. We'll collect seeds that will be scattered in late fall. We will also tour the site to learn about its history 
and future, as the buildings and roads will soon be removed so trails and prairies can be restored to this special 
area. 
 
 
MOVE! Climate Change and National Parks  (MOVE!= Monthly Opportunity for Volunteer Enrichment)     
Tuesday, October 25 
Time: 6:30pm- 8pm 
Location: Meet at Park Headquarters (not the Visitor Center), 111 E. Kellogg Blvd., Suite 212 
 
How is Climate Change affecting National Parks? Can personal actions make a difference? Just what can an 
individual to make positive changes? Park Ranger Lyndon Torstenson will address these topics at the October 25 
MOVE! Come to park headquarters located in the Kellogg Square building at the corner of Kellog and Robert 
Streets in downtown St. Paul. There is free on-street parking along Robert Street in front of the Federal building 
and at the meters on Kellogg Blvd. directly across the street from the building. There is a parking ramp attached 
to the building (charge). Feel free to bring your dinner, a snack for yourself and/or something to drink. 
 
 
ART CONTEST RECEPTION HELP 
October 27 
5-7:15pm (Check-in and set-up) or 6-7:30 (Photographer) 
Science Museum of MN 
Two volunteers are needed to help set-up and check-in winners of the Big River Art Contest. This is a fun annual 
event. Volunteers help get things ready for the event then check-in the winners and direct them to locations in the 
Science Museum in which activities take place. A photographer is also needed to document the event (6-7:15pm). 
Free parking provided. 
 
 
To volunteer for any volunteer position or for more information about the VIP Program, contact 
miss_volunteer@nps.gov or (651) 293-8424. 
 
 
OTTER SURVEY 
Variable and flexible schedule during October 
Sunday- Tuesday 

http://www.missriverfund.org/events_�


One of the park’s bio-techs will be conducting a genetic study on otter populations. Volunteers are needed to 
accompany the Biological Science Technician during field surveys. Volunteers will assist in the collection of 
genetic samples obtained from river otter (Lontra canadensis) scat. One volunteer will be needed for each survey 
date, surveys will be taking place October, Sundays -Tuesdays. Volunteers should have some experience canoeing 
or kayaking, and be willing to conduct surveys in possible adverse weather or environmental conditions. 
 
 
INFO NEEDED FOR BI-ANNUAL REPORT 
We will be sending out and posting a bi-annual report that highlights accomplishments of the previous 6 months, 
previews what will be happening the next 6 months, highlights volunteer programs, specific volunteers and places 
within the park. It will be a way to find out more about the park and volunteer programs. But we need your help! 
 
Send us a short, well written, blurb about your favorite place along the Mississippi River in our national park.  
Describe why it is your favorite place, and what makes it so special to you.   
OR 
Send us a short, well written, blurb about why you volunteer perhaps describing the program in which you 
volunteer and what you get out of volunteering. 
The two pieces chosen for the first publication of this yet to be named publication will receive a t-shirt, 
waterbottle, or tote of their choice from the Mississippi River Fund, and their piece will also be featured.  Please 
send your entries along with a digital photo of your special place to awaugh@missriverfund.org by October 15th.  
All entries must be fewer than 200 words.   
 
 
VOLUNTEER SURVEY 
The annual volunteer survey is attached to the newsletter. Volunteers are strongly encouraged to fill out the 
survey. Please return the survey by e-mail or by postal mail. Identifying information will be removed from the 
survey to provide confidentiality. This is the same survey distributed at the VIP Recognition Event so if you filled 
it out then there is no need to do it again. 
 
 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER FORUM 
Friday, October 28, 2011.  
8:00-9:30 a.m.  
McKnight Foundation--710-2nd Street South, Suite 400, Minneapolis, 55401 
 
“Communicating with All Minnesotans about Water Resources”  
Jenny Winkelman, Education and Outreach Manager. Mississippi Watershed Management Organization 
Light breakfast provided. Free. RSVP to lark_weller@nps.gov. 
 
The 2010 Census results prove what we already know: Minnesota’s population continues to grow more diverse. 
Yet, many communities have difficulty communicating with their diverse residents about environmental 
information in meaningful ways—and a failure to connect effectively with all Minnesotans on these issues likely 
will have negative consequences for the next generation of natural resources management.  
 
As Education and Outreach Manager for the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO), Jenny 
Winkelman spearheaded a special partnership with the City of Minneapolis to better understand how the Hmong 
community accesses and shares information, to understand the Hmong cultural context and priorities for water 
resource issues, and to develop a customized Water Education Plan. One outcome of this project was the creation 
of a DVD, "Dej Tus Kab Ke - The Nature of Water," to increase environmental literacy and water stewardship in 
Minneapolis’ Southeast Asian communities. The DVD is about water and pollution prevention, with features on 

mailto:awaugh@missriverfund.org_�


raingardens, household hazardous waste, and watersheds. It is presented in five spoken languages and two written 
languages. Copies of the DVD will be distributed at the meeting. 
 
Jenny also works with partners to develop future leadership in the MWMO’s diverse communities. One example 
is the Mississippi River Green Team, a conservation-focused youth development program for urban teenagers—
the next generation of river stewards and coworkers. These experiences have given Jenny important insights about 
how to involve diverse and young people in water resources issues. Come learn how we can more effectively 
connect with all members of the public about our work!  
Transit and parking information are available at http://www.mcknight.org/about/offices.aspx. 
 
 
CORPORATE AND GROUP EVENTS 
Does your company host volunteer days for its employees?  Plan a day out on the Mississippi River with the 
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area and Mississippi River Fund.  We have two types of opportunities 
for corporate groups and organizations.  Half-day habitat restoration events are a fun way to build camaraderie 
and do some good out on the river.  Projects may include invasive species removal, planting native grasses and 
wildflowers, or litter pick-up.  
 
 
SUPPORT YOUR PARK- MATCHING GIFTS 
You may be able to double the impact of your contribution to your National Park! Whether you give of your time 
or finances, your employer may offer a matching gift benefit for charitable donations and volunteer time. Check 
to see if your company has a Matching Gift Program, then obtain the proper matching gift form from your 
company’s HR department.  
 
If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Rebecca Newhouse at 651-291-8164 or 
rnewhouse@missriverfund.org. Thanks for ALL you do for your National Park! 
 
To volunteer for any volunteer position or for more information about the VIP Program, contact 
miss_volunteer@nps.gov or (651) 293-8424. 
 


