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Architectural Trefoil (also a Christian symbol)

Trefoll Architecture

Trefoil (from Latin trifolium, three-leaved plant, French trefle, German Dreiblatt and
Dreiblattbogen) is aterm in Gothic architecture given to the ornamental foliation or cusping
introduced in the heads of window-lights, tracery, panellings, etc., in which the center takes the
form of athree-lobed leaf (formed from three partially-overlapping circles). One of the earliest
examplesisin the plate tracery at Winchester (1222 - 1235). The four-fold version of an
architectural trefoil isaquatrefoil. A trefoil combined with an equilateral triangle was also a

moderately common symbol of the Christian Trinity during the late middle agesin some parts of
Europe.

http://www.answers.com/library/Wikipedia-cid-800781118

Col. James Barrett Muster Room Trefoil
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8 Appendices
8.1 Background Research

8.1.1 Barrett Farm Ownership Chronology
(Includes children born in house)

8.1.1.1 Research —Primary - Probate and Deeds

Benjamin (1681-1728) and Lydia Minott Barrett Period ca. 1705-1728
(Family tradition states Col. James Barrett born in the house in 1710.)
Benjamin Barrett m. Lydia Minott, 1705, d. Oct 25, 1728 aged 47. They had eight
children:

1) Benjamin died in Concord Oct 23, 1738

2) Deacon Thomas who m. Mary Jones

3) Col. James Barrett (1710-1779) m. Rebecca Hubbard
4) Lydiawho m. Samuel Farrar

5) Timothy of Paxton

6) Mary

7) Stephen of Paxton

8) Rebecca

Col. James (1710-1779) & Rebecca Hubbard (d.1813) Barrett Period ca. 1729 -1779
(According to grandson Prescott, Col. Barrett rebuilt the house ca. 1768.)
Children:

1) James Barrett Jr. Esg. (d. 1799)

2) Nathan Barrett  (d.1791) (gave Pitcairn pistolsto Gen. Israel Putnam)

3) LydiaB. m. Méelvin

4) Rebecca“my daughter Minott” (Col. James Will 1779) (b. 1742; d. 1775) —m.
Deacon George Minot b. Oct 23, 1741; m. (1) Jan 17, 1765,
Rebecca Barrett, dau. of Col. James Barrett.

5) Perses B. m. Potter

6) Stephen Barrett (nearly arrested by British in kitchen April 19,1775

7) Peter Barrett “youngest son” m. Mary Prescott July 8, 1779

8) Lucy “youngest daughter”

Peter (1755-1808) and Mary Prescott (17 - 1846) Barrett Period 1780-1808
Mary Prescott’s sister Rebecca married Roger Sherman of CT.
Mary Prescott Barrett (d. 1846) remained in west half of house after Peter’ s death
and told Shattuck in 1831 the story of events of April 19, 1775.
Peter and Mary’ s children:
1) Polly b. 2 Aug. 1781 d. 1841 m. Jonathan Heywood 1802
2) Mercy b. 13 Sep. 1783 d. 1837, m. William Gibbs of Henry & Mary Prescott Gibbs
3) Rebeccab. 8 Jan. 1786 d. 1846 unmarried
4) Prescott b. 27 Feb. 1788 m. Betsy Barrett of Dea. Samuel & Sarah Farrar
Barrett, 1810...Betsy dies 1814 and Prescott remarries Olive Haywood of
Westford 1818 and she dies 1873; Prescott dies 1861.
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5) Henry b. 17 Ju. 1790 d. 1815 unmarried

6) Shermanb. 18 Sep. 1793 d. 1863, m. Mary Hopper of Worthington; he was Col.

7) Benjaminb. 2 Feb. 1796 d. 1869 m. Mary Wright 1826; Harvard 1819,
Cambridge Medical School, doctor, settled in Northampton

Prescott Barrett (1788-1861, son of Peter) Period 1809-1861
Prescott in 1848 told Benjamin Lossing Col. James Barrett “built the house about 80
years ago.” Prescott m. Betsy Barrett of Dea. Samuel & Sarah Farrar Barrett, 1810
Prescott has 2 children by Betsy Barrett:
1) Henry
2) Jonathan Haywood.

Prescott m. Olive Haywood, 1814 Prescott had 8 children by Olive Haywood :

1) Mary Elizabeth,

2) George Haywood (acaptain...last one for the Concord Light Infantry, did carpentry
for A. B Alcott see ABA Journal.) On deed, did work on house, not adult resident.

3) William Gibbs,

4) Martha Sherman (twin)

5) Augusta Haywood (twin)

6) CharlesMason

7) Haywood

8) Frank

George H. Barrett, Augusta Haywood B. and twin Martha Sherman B. Period 1862-1905
AugustaH. Barrett told story of April 19th, 1775 to Margaret Sidney AKA Harriet
Lothrop in 1888)

McGrath Period 1905-2005 (Augusta Barrett remained in the house astenant)

Thomas J. McGrath and Emily Fissette
1) ThomasW.
2) Emily
3) Frank

ThomasW. McGrath and Anne Root
1) Michael Root
2) Patrick Fissette

Michael McGrath

8.1.1.2 Genealogy — Occupants Lineage
Barretts: Col. Jamesto Peter to Prescott to George families, spouses

McGraths; Thomas J. to Thomas W. to Michael
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8.1.2 Town of Concord Instructions, 1773
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8.1.3 Memo on General Gages Spy Reports and Orders 1775

1) Microfilm Reel source for original orders.

2) Transcription of final (not draft) ordersfor April 19th on agood Pitcairn website:
http://www.winthrop.dk/reports.html

3) Jonathan Bell's "Behold the Guns Were Gone!" (and other emails) in which he quotes the
draft orders from:

French, Allen, General Gages Informers (Ann Arbor Michigan: University of Mich. Press,
1932) - see p. 57-8 of copy attached - he'll want credit if we use his material).

Jonathan Bell may have a copy of the original Mssif you want to check with him, or | will. Note
that his correct email is <JnoL Bell @earthlink.net>, not the one on the paper header. It may take

some time to dig out the original manuscript, but if we want a copy of the original MSS, we need
to get it from William L. Clements Library at the University of Michigan.

F.C. Detwiller June 2007

8.1.4 General Gage’s Orders

British Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith received his orders from General Thomas Gage on the
afternoon of April 18, 1775, with instructions not to open them until his troops were underway.
When opened the instructions read:

Orders from General Thomas Gage
to Lieut. Colonel Smith, 10th Regiment 'Foot

Boston, April 18, 1775
Lieut. Colonel Smith, 10th Regiment 'Foot,
Sir,
Having received intelligence, that a quantity of Ammunition, Provisions, Artillery, Tents and
small Arms, have been collected at Concord, for the Avowed Purpose of raising and supporting a
Rebellion against His Majesty, you will March with a Corps of Grenadiers and Light Infantry,
put under your Command, with the utmost expedition and Secrecy to Concord, where you will
seize and distroy al Artillery, Ammunition, Provisions, Tents, Small Arms, and all Military

Stores whatever. But you will take care that the Soldiers do not plunder the Inhabitants, or hurt
private property.

Y ou have a Draught of Concord, on which is marked the Houses, Barns, & ¢, which contain the
above military Stores. You will order a Trunion to be knocked off each Gun, but if its found
impracticable on any, they must be spiked, and the Carriages destroyed. The Powder and flower
must be shook out of the Barrels into the River, the Tents burnt, Pork or Beef destroyed in the
best way you can devise. And the Men may put Balls of lead in their pockets, throwing them by
degrees into Ponds, Ditches & c., but no Quantity together, so that they may be recovered
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afterwards. If you meet any Brass Artillery, you will order their muzzlesto be beat in so asto
render them useless.

Y ou will observe by the Draught that it will be necessary to secure the two Bridges as soon as
possible, you will therefore Order a party of the best Marchers, to go on with expedition for the
purpose.

A small party of Horseback is ordered out to stop all advice of your March getting to Concord
before you, and a small number of Artillery go out in Chaisesto wait for you on the road, with
Sledge Hammers, Spikes, &c.

Y ou will open your business and return with the Troops, as soon as possible, with | must leave to
your own Judgment and Discretion.

| am, Sir,
Y our most obedient humble servant

Thos. Gage.

8.1.5 Behold the Guns were Gone, Bell
An extract from a paper by J.L.Bell. pp 52 -59.

J. L. Bell O xoca by | L Bell

17 Morton Steect preseted i the Boston Area Early

Newron, MA axggo-1003 Armerican | ||:\I!l.:-|:'}' Surmmier Seminans,

{617) 244-0840 Wassachusens Hesrorical Soc fety,

JnoLBell@compuserve. com 26 July zoon

“Behold, the Guns Were Gone!”

[F'our Brass Cannon and the
Start of the American Revolution

J. L. Bell
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“Behild, the Guns Were Ceomne!” J. L. Bell

The General Looks West
Gren. Gage did not need to wait long after the Salem expedition to learn
] P a [ )
exactly where Boston's brass cannon were. In his intelligence files are two
reports, dated 8 and 9 March and apparently in the same hand. The first is in
English, the second in poor French, probably to minimize the number of
people in rural Massachusetts who could read it. They conveyed nearly the

same faces:

Four brass Cannon, & Two Cohorns or Mortars (so call'd by the
Peasantry} Conceal'd at Mr: Blarrert], (Lately chose or appointed Miware
Colo) Suppos'd to be deposited in his Cellar—The Calibre of these
pieces of Ordnance 1s not exactly ascertamned, but reported to be only
Diminutive,

Concord’s colonel, in charge of the new minutemen, was James Barrert, a 65-
year-old farmer and delegate to the Provincial Congress, =7
The Middlesex spy reported more artillery in Concord, plus a possible

link to Mason's operation in Salem:

Two pieces of Iron Ordnance (Suppos’d to be 4 or & pounders) are
mounted, (On carriages said to be very indifferent) in the Courthouse &
watch'd at Night, hitherto by a Slender Guard of Mirmste men—

Eight more pieces of Iron Ordnance were this dzy (Le § de Mois de Mars)
convey'd to Cesessd from Llexington] (where they had been depaosited a
few days precesding their Last remaoval;[)]—Two of the Eight appeard o
be Smaller <than the rest> & about three or four pounders—These last
mentioned wers met at a small distance from Cloneord] in three Carts
there were no appurtenances, but it was said that carmiages were made or
ertabing at Salem <& soon to follows.—

It is conpectured & reported that a Large quantity of Cart FI(JE‘tH are now
preparing at Chiarestow]n; of Different Sizes, & numbered in order to
distnibute & distinguish properly. . . .

This spy went on to report which Concord families were keeping gunpowder,

127 [ntelligence, 8 and g March 1775, Gage Paperss. On Barrert, see Ceooss, The Mimutessen gad Their
Warld, 25, 57-8, 02-3, 4.
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small arms, flour, and other food for the provincial military. Writing a French
version the next day, the spy no longer had any doubt about *a milicary
magazine, or laboratory, at Charlestown, ™%

The province was also training men to fire those guns. On 11 March, the
Middlesex spy wrote to Gage that A certain man named Popkins (a tailor)
erained by Majr. Paddock (ar least in the company of artillery) arrived days ago
at Worcester to instruct a militia artillery company, which should be formed
there in a few days.” This was John Popkin, a 34-vear-old tailor, perhaps
recruited by Dr. Warren for the Commirttee of Safety. After describing
gpunpowder and “three won cannon™ in Worcester, Gage's informant
continued: “The brass cannon, which formerly were in the hands of Mr.
Paddick, never arrived there; and veritably are now at Concord, ™=

Having received this report, Gage ordered Capt. William Brown and
Ens. Henry De Berniere to hike to Concord on 20 March and look around.
Berween their own observations and Loyalists” repores, the officers confirmed
that the town “had fourteen pieces of cannon (ten iron and four brass) and two
cohorns. . . . their iron cannon they kept in a house in town, their brass they
had concealed in some place behind the town, in a wood. "o

Local traditions imply many provincials had started to read any British

excursion into the countryside as an attempe to find artillery. Brown and De

1o “[l-a des informations, (oue L'on ee peat pas dowren), dun Magesin Militeire, o Labosatoise, 2
Charesiwn.” Intelligence, 8 March 1794 and o March 1775, Gage Papers. French, Geeseral Gupes
Inforsers, -z, prines much of the o March leteer, Crage could have wrongly infersed thar David Mason
had eoncealed the Boston tran's Deld-preces in Salem durning Leshie's expediton and then sent them
on to Coneord. His ingelligence documsents never neenrion &rhhluﬂ o Robinsa,

129 “Un cermnn nonwme Pepdins (on Daillewr) édeve par Le Mage. Paddick {(dans la Compagede dariifferte
aul mdns;) ese arrwve depus quelgues Tours & Weeesiter, pour instruire une Compagnde darillene
Miffefen, qui doar éere formce L en peo des Jours, .. Les cannons de Cafore, quo antrelods etcdent
entre Les mwuns oe Monse, Paddeck; o'V sont Jamais arnivés; et Vealemblablement sont presentement 3
Coneond.” Intelligence, 10 Mar 1775, Gage Papers. John Poplin would serve the enire war in the
American artillery, rising to leutenant-colonel; Bradfosd Adams Whittemaore, Memordals of the
Mssachusetes Society of the Cincinnati (Boston: Massachusets Society of the Cincinnati, 196.4), 480,

VS aagpe, Creseral Crage s Tantvuctfons, 15-06,
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Berniere had been detected in Watertown during a mission in late February,
and locals interpreted their goal as the town's cannon: “some Brivish officers
came to Watertown to search; but they searched in vain, the pieces being
effectually concealed in a barn.” On the morning of 30 March, Percy marched
his brigade down Boston Neck, and the farmers of Roxbury remembered the
event this way: “redcoats were at Jamaica Plain, searching for the missing
cannon. This company was part of a battalion of five hundred men who were
scartered in various directions for the same purpose, ™o

In fact, Percy’s brigade did spot some provincial artillery, in plain sight.
Le. John Barker wrote that “at Watertown about ¢ miles off, they got 2 pieces
of Cannon to the Bridge and loaded "em but nobody wou'd stay to fire them.”
Simuilarly, Lt. Frederick Mackenzie would later note that when “The 38ch &
s2ed Regiments marched once to Watertown,...Cannon were fired” for an
alarm. These were probably the pair of *Great Guns” the town had finally
mounted for its militia the month before 12

The British column did not try to seize those cannon. Gen. Gage hoped
uneventful marches, which had been going on since December, would
accustom the provincials to seeing troops. But lulling the countryside into
complacency was only an intermediate goal. Gage continued to gather
information on the weapons in Concord. In early April, his spy wrote that
“Col. B and the engineer Mason” were overseeing the brass ordnance
there. Mason's presence probably confirmed for Gage that he had found the

Boston cannon. 13

U Convers Frances, As Fistordoed Sbetch of Watertows, i Magacketts (Cambridge, Mass: E W
Mercalf, 1832}, 105, F. 5. Drake, Boxbury, 73,

112 Barker, The Britiee ja Bogton, 27, Mackensie, A Brivish Frgilier, 50,

U3 Barker, The Britist in Bastess, 11, * Le Coll. B—— et L'Eagenicur Marr™; Intelligence, & Apail 1774,
Crage Papers. Mason's aotebook alse mdicares a lnk o “Jamees Bacrery of Concosd™, “Nowebook o

Caol. David Mason,” Bryvant-Masoo-Smith Famuly Papers, The same page lists “Woreester Timothy
Bigilow™; Crage's spy had reporred thar “Bagelow (ee grasd Chefl™ was stoding arms in Worcester;
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“Behold, the Guns Were Ceone!” J- L. Bell

The General Makes Plans for Concord

Provincial Congress delegares met in Concord in late March, amid the
supplies that their committees had collected. Delegate James Warren wrote to
his wife Mercy: “This Town is full of Cannon, ammunition, stores, etc., and
the Army long for them and they want nothing but strength to Induce an
attempt on them. The people are ready and determine to defend this Country
Inch by Inch.” On 17 April, two days after the congress adjourned, the
Commirttees of Safery and Supplies vored “thar Col. Barrett be desired to raise
an artillery company™ to use some of those cannon. They also decided o invite
Jabez Hatch to restart the Boston train of which he had been second-in-
command; if he declined, they would invite Thomas Crafts, and afeer thar they
would resort to Robinson “as caprain of the company in Dorchester. "4

Meanwhile, on 14 April, Gen. Gage received orders from London. His
superiors did not merely authorize him to take military action against the
rebellion; they told him to. The Middlesex spy's last report in poor French was
dated the same day. It said that Dr. Warren and Paul Revere had warned the
Provincial Congress that a body of regulars would march to take possession of
Concord. Local fears made the delegates “order Col. Barrert to immediately
empty the town house of the twelve cannon and all the ammunition.”
Medicine and powder barrels were sent to different houses, including
Barrett’s, “where the brass cannon are still hidden.” The next day, Dr. Church
sent (age a report from the congress as it adjourned. That government was
about to raise an army of 8,000 men, he said, and had authorized six

companies of field arvillery. All signs said it was time to acr.»s

Intelligence, 10 March 0774, Grage Papers. Omn 8 Apnl, Gage sent a small force o secure “all the
Artllery amd spare arms” in Fore Pownall in Penobscor Bay, now Mane; NDAR, cigz-g, 86-7,

P4 Tames Warren o Mercy Warsen, 6 Apnil vreg, in Massachuseess Fiiitorical Soclety Codlectons, 22 (1917),
4. Lancoln, et of Bk Provisdel Congress, §15-0.

V5 French, Cremerad Gape’s Taformers, 21-4- “Samedd passé, Le 7 dfavrdl [sie—s Apnil 1774 was a Friday)
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[n his 1944 study “Why the March to Concord?”™ John K. Alden linked
Gage's order to march on 18 April to the instructions he had received from
London. Those orders indeed explain *Why the March?” but leave the
question of “Why to Concord?” The ministry specified that “the first &
essential seep.owould be to arrest the principal actors and abertors in the
Provincial Congress,” even if that brought on hostilities. One of those men,
Dir. Joseph Warren, was in Boston and easily taken. Others were in nearby
towns, and even John Hancock and Samuel Adams were considerably closer to
Gage than Barretd's farm. Both the Middlesex spy and Church sent Gage
information on leaders coming and going during the Provincial Congress’s
mid-April session in Concord, 28

Tactically it may have made sense to Gen. Gage to move against the
provincial weaponry first. Arresting a few leaders would not pacify
Massachusetts—it would exacerbate the widespread enmity to his
government. And guns weighing hundreds of pounds are less mobile than
people (though, as it turned our, it took less trouble to move field-pieces from
Concord than to move Hancock from Lexingron). Even the ministers in
London changed their priorities after receiving Gage's winter reports and
directed “That all Cannon, Small Arms, and other military Stores of ev ery kind
that may be either in any public Magazine, or secretly collected together for

the purpose of aiding Rebellions, should also be seized and secured™—along

P:— R— wery Le Sedv, arrive d Comcord, portant wne Letere J ce guo disgie, de Monse. W——n. Certe
Leteee marcgse, quiil-v-avai apparance, que dans pea des Jours, w Corfr des fronies regdls, devair marche
(HIE bwesier, et prendre possession de Concord—Cene Nouvelle allasma prodigeusement fous Leg
Mecowternis—Le Uongres sassembla, ordonma an Colonel B—— d'evacuer imanedsement La Madson
de Vile, Les dewuze Canons toure Llammunition (Cese L die) Les Carrouches & sl | | Les
Medicines Er Les Barngues de poudre (qu'on etair alors de La Mason de Ville) suvent diseeibués
armd Les Differentes Massons—eapitales duVilage [sic] pariculicrement chee Maonse, Baerer, (o0 Les
anois de Curvre Restent encore caches)”; Intellgence, 14 April 1774, Gage Papers,
th Tohn K. Alden, “Why the March to Comcord:™, dsrerican Hitorical Review, 40 (004.4), 440-54. Crage
already had the opimon of Bramin's Arorney General and Solicitor General thar D, Woareen could be
charged with mreason; John Rwchard Alden, Gaserad Guie in Asrerica (New Yorks Greenwood Press,
pph; reprint of Baton Bouge: Lowstama State Unmversity Pross, o480, 201, 2410
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with all traitors and rebels. w7

That still does not fully explain why Gage focused on Concord. His
scouts had reporved thar Concord was more accessible than Worcester—but
the *military magazine, or laboratory,” in Charlestown was even closer. Gage's
officers had seen cannon in Warertown, What made Concord stand our from
those other towns was the quantity of artillery stored there, including the
field-pieces from Boston.

Searching Concord would be relatively easy since Gage had detailed
intelligence about where to find weapons in that town—even house-by-house
inventories. Nevertheless, it is significant that such information did not begin
to arrive until March, after (rage had learned that the Provincial Congress
would amass 1es ordnance in Concord and Worcester. That news seems to
have prompted the general to recruit the informant in Middlesex County.
That spy reported specifically on brass guns from the Boston train, which
hines ar the questions his or her contact asked. These detailed reports were
thus a resalt of the general’s interest in the Concord guns rather than a cause.

Seizing those field-pieces would require a bold march deep into hostile
territory: seventeen miles to Concord and another two across the North
Bridge to Barrett's farm. Each of those miles meant the troops would be more
tired and more exposed to rebel artacks, as would every quarter-hour the men
spent searching. Bur if the mission succeeded, it would erase the shame of
having let those guns get away in the first place. How much those cannon
weighed on Gen. Gage as he made his plans is speculative, of course. But when
he listed whar Lr.-Caol. Francis Smith’s column should look for, the firse items

were “Four Brass Cannon and vwo Mortars or Cohorns.in the Cellar or out

T Digremaouth 1o Grage, 15 Apnl 1775, in Gage, Corregfosdence, 2101,



Barrett Farm Historic Structure Report - Appendix February 17, 2008 Page 15
“Behold, the Crons Were Coome!” J. L. Bell

Houses of Mr. Barrert a little on the other side the Bridge."#

Sometime on 18 April, however, Gage received frustrating news: Barrert
and his men were moving the weapons further away. Someone reported, “The
military Stores are removed—The Field pieces ews <fours Excepted which are
now in Concord Town House are committed to the care of several Towns in
the vicinity.” Gage made notes of what he probably heard from another agent:
outside town there were *Three Guns still mounred, the rest dismounted and
carefully hid and even buried."»* Most of the provincial cannon were now
beyond his reach.

Why did Gage proceed with the Concord march after learning this
news? Bureaucratic inertia might have taken over. The pressure from London
to act was still strong. And another possible factor was the report that the
provincials had moved their field-pieces, “four Excepred.” Gage's informants
in Concord had consistently described the four brass field-pieces being stored
together. Might those be the four Barretr was keeping? The odds were not
great, but the desire to recover those stolen cannon might have given Gage
just enough motive to carry on.

The general revised his instructions for Le-Col. Smith to be less specific
about whar the troops would find. He still had hope thar they would find
artillery, and brass guns in particular: *You will order a Trunion to be knocked
off each Gun, but if it is found impracticable on any, they must be spiked, and
the carriages destroved. . .. If you meet with any Brass Arullery, you will order
their muzzles to be beat in so as to render them useless. ™2

On the night of 18 April 1775, British soldiers rowed quietly out of

U8 Figcher, Pagd Reveres Ride, 207, 317, French, General Crage’s Tnfornners, 2o
19 = Inrelligence, Apal iSth: 17757 Gage Papers.
122 French, Cremeral Cuges Diformers, 31-2,
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Boston, much as they had hefore the Powder Alarm, This time they numbered
around §oo, over three times the force sent to Charlestown., By the time the
soldiers embarked, however, James Barrett had moved all the military wares on
his farm, including the train’s brass field-pieces, to neighboring towns, Dr,
Joseph Warren had sent William Dawes riding out the Boston Neck with a
warning for Hancock and Adams. Paul Revere was rowing across the Charles
River with the same message. At dawn, Lemuel Robinson mustered the
Daorchester minute men. Around seven-thirty, with a thousand more redcoats
assembling on the Common and streets of Boston, Master Samuel Haolbrook
and his fellow reachers dismissed their scholars. In Salem, Richard Derby, Jr.,
was beginning a daylong argument with his militia colonel in favor of
agpressively meeting the British column.=» All these men had prepared for war.

MNow the war had arrived.

120 Fescher, Pagd Reveres Ride, 103-4, 146, 208, 303-6. By ome local tradivion, Barrent's men ook “four
Canncn’ o Stow, where they were hadden in the woods north of the lower village, oot far from the
reswlence of [provincial rreasurer] Henry Gardner”; Olivia 5. Crowell, Stote, Marseckuserts, 1681013
{Stow, Mass: Rev.and Mes. Preswon B Crowell, 1g33), 71 Jenks, Catadogiee of the Bostow Latin Soboot,
37 Joseph T Iiur*lrjn%ham, ‘%}e.z'mm af Newspaper Literature: with Personal Mentoirs, Anecdotes, and
Hewsmiscencer, 2 vols, (Boston: Charles O Laivtde & James Brown, 1850}, 23, Gerard H. Clarfield,
Timosky Pickering and the American Repuddic (Pitsburgh: University of Pinshbargh Press, 1952), 31
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8.1.6 Col. Barrett’s Deposition, April 1775
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674 EXCURSION OF THE KING’'S TROOPS. [April 19,

Concord, April 22d, 1775.

I, Timothy Minot, Jr,, of Concord, on the nineteenth day of this instant
April, after 1 had heard of the regular troops firing upen the Lexington
men, and fearing that hostilitics might be committed at Concord, thought it
my incumbent duty to secure my family.  After I had secured my family,
sometime after that, returning towards my own dwelling, and finding that
the bridge on the northern part of said Concord was guarded by regular
troops, being a spectator of what had happencd at said bridge, I declare that
the regular troops stationed on thie bridge, after they saw the men that were
collected on the westerly side of said bridge marched towards said bridge,
then the troops returned towards the casterly side of said bridge, and form-
ed themselves, as I thought for a regular fight. After that, they fired one
gun, then two or three more, before the men that were stationed on the
westerly part of said bridge fired upon them.

Tivoruy MivoT, Jr.
MippLESEX, 85, ArriL 23n, 1773,

Doct. Timothy Minot, Jr. personally appeared, and after due caution to
testify the truth, and nothing but the truth, made solenm oath to the truth
of the above deposition by him subscribed : before us,

Wirrtian Reap,
JoxaTuax Hastives,
Joux CL‘M)IINGS,
Du~cax Ineranaw,

Justices of the Peace.

-

Lexington, April 23d, 1775,

I, James Barrett, of Concord, colonel of a regiment of militia in the
county of Middlesex, do testify and say, that on Wednesday morning last,
about day break, I was informed of the approach of a number of the regu-
lar troops to the town of Concord, where were some magazines belonging to
this province: when there were assembled some of the militia of this and
the neighboring towns, then 1 ordered them to march to the north bridge,
so called, which they liud passed, and were taking up. 1 ordered said mili-
tia to march to said bridge, and pass the same, but not to fire on the king's
troops uuless they were first fired upon.  We advanced near said bridge,
when the said troops fired upon our militia, and killed two men dead on the
spot, and wounded several others, which was the first firing of guns in Con-
cord. My detachment then returned the fire, which killed and wounded
several of the khing’s troops.

James BARReTT.
MippLESEX, ss. ApriL 23p, 1775,

The above named James Barrett personally appeared, and after due cau-
tion to testify the whole truth, and nothing but the wruth, made solemn oath
to the truth ;)l' the above deposition by him subseribed: before us,

Wirriaym Rean,
Joxaruay HastiNes, > Justices of the Peace.
Duncay Ingranay,
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8.1.7 Transcription — Col. Barrett’s Deposition

"The Nineteenth of April, 1775: A Coallection of First Hand Accounts"
"Lexington, April 23d, 1775

" 1, James Barrett of Concord, Colonel of aregiment of militiain the county of Middlesex, do
testify and say, that on Wednesday morning last, about day break, | was informed of the
approach of a number of the regular troops to the town of Concord, where were some magazines
belonging to this province: when there were assembled some of the militia of this and the
neighboring towns, then | ordered them to march to the north bridge, so called, which they had
passed, and were taking up. | ordered said militiato march to said bridge and pass the same, but
not to fire upon the king's troops unless they were first fired upon. We advanced near said
bridge, when said troops fired upon our militia, and killed two men dead upon the spot, and
wounded several others, which was the first firing of gunsin Concord. My detachment then
returned the fire, which killed and wounded several of the king's troops.

JAMES BARRETT"

"Middlesex April 23d, 1775
"The above named James Barrett personally appeared, and after due caution to testify the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, made solemn oath to the truth of the above deposition by him
subscribed: before us,

WILLIAM READ,

JONATHAN HASTINGS Justices of the Peace

DUNCAN INGRAHAM "
See dll the depositions at:

http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/ma/mi ddl esex/towns/concord/histchapp.txt

See also Col. James Barrett in Lee Papers at Harvard
bMS Am 811-811.7

Lee, Arthur, 1740-1792. Papers. Guide.
Houghton Library, Harvard College Library

Series: II. bLMSAm 811.1
(37-48) [Depositions concerning the fighting at Lexington and Concord] 16 MS.s.; Lexington
and Concord, 23-25 Apr 1775. 16s.(33p.)

Depositions of Thomas Rice Willard, Capt. John Parker, John Robbins, Benjamin Tidd, Joseph
Abbot, Nathaniel Mulliken, Philip Russell, Moses Harrington, Jr., Thomas Harrington, Daniel
Harrington, William Grimes, William Tidd, Isaac Hastings, Jonas Stone Jr., James Wyman,
Thaddeus Harrington, John Chandler, Joshua Reed Jr., Joseph Simonds, Phinehas Smith, John
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Chandler Jr., Reuben Lock, Joel Niles, Nathan Reed, Samuel Tidd, Benjamin Lock, Thomas
Winship, Simeon Snow, John Smith, Moses Harrington 3d, Joshua Reed, Ebenezer Parker, John
Harrington, Enoch Wellington, John Hosmer, Isaac Green, Phinehas Stearns, |saac Durant,
Thomas Headley Jr., Nathaniel Parkhurst, Jonas Parker, John Monro Jr., John Winship, Solomon
Peirce, John Muzzy, Abner Mead, John Bridge Jr., Ebenezer Bowman, William Monro 3d,
Mikah Hagar, Samuel Sanderson, Samuel Hastings, James Brown, Timothy Smith, Levi
Harrington, Levi Mead, William Draper, Thomas Fessenden, John Hoar, John Whitehead Abram
Gearfield, Benjamin Munroe, |saac Parks, William Hosmer, John Adams, Gregory Stone,
Nathan Barrett, Jonathan Farrar, Joseph Butler, Francis Wheeler, John Barrett, John Brown,
Silas Walker, Ephraim Melven, Nathan Buttrick, Stephen Hosmer Jr., Samuel Barrett, Thomas
Jones, Joseph Chandler, Peter Wheeler, Nathan Peirce, Edward Richardson, Timothy Minot Jr.,
Col. James Barrett, Bradbery Robinson, Samuel Spring, Thaddeus Bancroft, James Adams.

8.1.8 Col. Barrett Supplies Hidden for Committees of Supplies, Safety
(An excerpt from Lemuel Shattuck History of Concord, 1835)

p.97
1775.

M eantime the committees of correspondence, in conjunction with the citizens, were actively
making the military preparations necessary for defence.

From a manuscript "account of the provincial stores sent to Colonel Barrett of Concord, partly in
his own custody, and partly elsewhere, all under his care,” found among his papers the following
facts are obtained. These stores were principally brought here in March by the citizens of the
town.

There were received from Mr. David Cheever of Charlestown, one of the committee of supplies:
20 loads of stores, containing about 20,000 pounds of musket-balls and cartridges, 50 reams of
cartridge-paper, 206 tents, 113 iron spades, 51 wood axes, 201 bill-hooks, 19 sets of harness, 24
boxes of candles, 14 chests of medicine, 27 hogsheads of wooden ware, 1 hogshead of matches,
cords, irons and balls, 20 bushels of oatmeal, 5 iron worms for cannon, rammers, etc.

These were stored at Captain Elnathan Jones's, Joshua Bond's Willoughby Prescott's, Jonas
Heywood's, Colonel Barrett's & the town-house.

p.98

From Moses Gill of Boston, 11 loads, containing 150 tents, axes, pickaxes, hatchets, spades,
wooden spoons and dishes, and canteens, stored at Captain Thomas Hubbard's, Ephraim
Wheeler's, Willoughby Prescott's and Ephraim Potter's. Also received from R. Pierpont: 47
firkins and 2 barrels of butter, stored at Colonel James Barrett's and Mr. Humphrey Barrett's; and
55 barrels of beef, stored at Thomas and Elisha Jones's and 25 barrels at Daniel Cray's.

From Colonel Jeremiah Lee of Marblehead, 6 hogsheads, containing 35 half-barrels of powder, 6
of which were stored at Colonel Barrett's, 5 at James Chandler's, 6 at James Barrett Jr.'s; 6 at
Ephraim Wood's, 6 at Joseph Hosmer's, and 6 at Jonas Heywood's.

Thiswas received in December, 1775 and in the accompanying letter, Colonel Lee writes, "Don't
so much as mention the name of powder, lest our enemies should take advantage of it."

Eight hogsheads more were soon received from Colonel Lee, 6 of which were sent the last of
March to Leicester. He also sent to Concord another load, containing tents, poles, axes, and
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hatchets, stored at Abishai Brown's; and also 318 barrels of flour, 68 of which were stored at
Ebenezer Hubbard's (which was partly destroyed on April 19, 1775), 66 at Captain Timothy
Wheeler's, 56 at Samuel Jones's, 23 at |saac Hubbard's, 16 at Jonas Heywood's, 82 at Samuel
Whitney's [Wayside] and 7 at Jonathan Heywood's.

From Elbridge Gerry of Marblehead, 7 loads of salt fish, containing about 17,000 pounds, stored
at Elisha Jones's; 18 casks of wine, 20 casks of raisins and a quantity of oil, (which were carried
to Stow); and 47 hogsheads and 50 barrels of salt, which were stored in 15 different placesin
town; 4 loads of tents, tow-cloth, and canteens, stored at Ephraim Potter's; 1 bundle of sheet-
lead, several hogsheads of molasses and a quantity of linen.

From Salem 46 and from Boston 12 tierces of rice, estimated to contain about 35,000 pounds; 20
stored at Ebenezer Hubbard's, 6 at Thomas Hosmer's, 3 at Thomas Davis's, 7 at Stephen Blood's,
7 at Edward Richardson's, 5 at Deacon George Minott's, and the remainder in the town-house.

All the stores brought to the town are not mentioned in the above account. Many articles were
afterwards brought and many were prepared here. Firearms, gun-carriages, etc., were
manufactured at Barrett's Mills; cartouch-boxes, holsters, belts, and other articles of sadlery by
Mr. Reuben Brown; saltpetre by Josiah Melvin; oatmeal by Capt. Timothy Wheeler; wooden
plates, spoons and various other articles used in the camp and the field, by other individuals.
Large quantities of beef and pork were put up here for the public service. These military
operations continued more than ayear afterwards. A part of the building owned by Daniel
Shattuck, Esq., was erected at this time for a public store-house.

On the 29th of March, 1775, areport was circulated that the British troops were coming to
Concord, which produced considerable alarm. The Provincial Committee of Safety met here on
the 1st, 5th, 14th and 17th of April. At the last date they directed Colonel Barrett to mount two
cannon, and raise an artillery company, and to send four cannon to Groton, Mass. and two to
Acton. They met at Mr. Wetherbee's in West Cambridge the next day, and gave orders for the
removal of some of the stores from Concord.

These were ordered to be deposited in 9 different towns; 50 barrels of beef, 100 of flour, 20
casks of rice, 15 hogsheads of molasses, 10 hogsheads of rum and 500 pounds of candles were
ordered to Sudbury; 15,000 canteens, 1,500 iron pots, the spades, pickaxes, bill-hooks, axes,
hatchets, crows, wheelbarrows, and several other articles were to be divided, one-third to remain
in Concord, one-third went to Sudbury and one-third to Stow; 1,000 iron pots to be sent to
Worcester.

M eantime the minute companies were often out for military exercise. The excitement was so
great that some carried their guns with them at all times, even while attending public worship on
the Sabbath. The committee of correspondence met daily with other distinguished citizensin
town. Though very indefinite ideas prevailed, respecting the objects of the enemy, yet al the
people were daily discussing in groups - the great crisis, which seemed near at hand. What that
crisis might be was yet doubtful.
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HISTORY

TOWN OF CONCORD;

MIDDLESEX COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS,
FROM ITS EARLIEST SETTLEMENT TO 1832;
AXND OF THE ADJOINING TOWNS,

BEDFORD, ACTON, LINCOLN, AND CARLISLE;

CONTAINING
VARIOUS NOTICES OF COUNTY AND STATE HISTORY
NOT BEFORE PUBLISIED.

BY LEMUEL SHATTUCK,

MEMBER OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HI:TORICAL SOCIETY.

Nobler records of patrictism exist nowhere. — Nowhere can there be found higher proofs of a

spirit that was ready to hazard all, to pledge all, to sacrifice all, in the cause of their country, than
in the New England towns, ' WeBsiER,
The local historian is sure of obtaining the gratitude of posterity, if he perform his task with
faithiul dilizgence. — His work would have a great and increasing value within the narrow sphere
of Its subject, even if confined to that sphere 3 but must be very imperfectly executed, it' it does
not contain some matter of illustration for the national annals, for the history of manners, for
Lterature, philology, natural history, aud various other departinents of knowledge.
QuanTterLY REvIEW.

BOSTON:
RUSSELL, ODIORNE, AND COMPANY.
CONCORD:
JOHN STACY
1835.
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8.1.9 The Right of the People to Establish Forms of Government
The Right Of The People To Establish Forms Of Government.

Mr. Hallett’s Argument in the Rhode Island Causes, before the
Supreme Court of the United States,
January, 1848

Cites Shattuck's History of Concord, in Massachusetts [1835].

Page 127, chap. 8— "On the first of October, 1776, the town was called upon to act on the question,
‘whether it would give its consent that the House of Representatives with the Council should enact a
constitution or form of government for this State." The subject was referred to a committee, consisting of
Ephraim Wood, Jr., Nathan Bond, Col. James Barrett, Col. John Buttrick, and James Barrett, Esq.,
who reported the following resolves which were unanimously accepted by the town.

"Resolved, 1. That this State being at present destitute of a properly established form of government, itis
absolutely necessary that one should be immediately formed and established.

"2. That the supreme Legislature, in their proper capacity, are by no means a body proper to form and
establish a constitution or form of government, for reasons following, viz: 1. Because we conceive that a
constitution, in its proper sense, intends a system of principles established to secure the subjectsin the
possession and enjoyment of their rights and privileges against any encroachment of the governing party.
2. Because the same body that forms a constitution have of consequence a power to alter it. 3. Because a
constitution aterable by the supreme Legislature is no security at all to the subject against the
encroachments of the governing party on any or all their rights and privileges.

"3. That it appears to this town highly expedient, that a Convention or Congress be immediately chosen to
form and establish a constitution, by the inhabitants of the respective towns in the State, being free and
twenty-one years of age and upwards, in proportion as the representatives of the State were formerly
chosen: the Convention or Congress not to consist of a greater number than the House of Assembly in this
State heretofore might consist of, except that each town and district shall have liberty to send one
representative or otherwise, as shall appear meet to the inhabitants of this State in general.

"4. That when the Convention or Congress have formed a constitution, they adjourn for a short time, and
publish their proposed constitution, for the inspection and remarks of the people of the State.

"5. That the House of Assembly of this State be desired to recommend to the inhabitants to proceed to
choose a Convention or Congress for the purpose above mentioned, as soon as possible.”

Notwithstanding these wholesome instructions, a constitution was made by the General Court and sent to
this town; but it refused, June 15, 1778, unanimoudly, to accept it, for reasons above mentioned.

All the towns in Massachusetts followed the example of Concord, and rejected the constitution which the
L egislature had presumed to form without asking the people. Subsequently Delegates were chosen to a
Convention which made and submitted a constitution that was adopted by the people.
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8.1.10 Will of Col. James Barrett, 1779

Col. James Barrett Will 1779

In the Name of GOD amen The Fourth Day of July One Thousand

Seven Hundred and Seventy Eight | James Barrett of Concord in the

County of Middlesex and State of the Massachusetts Bay in New England

Esq" Being weak and Indisposed in Body But of Perfect Mind and

Memory Thanks be Given to God: Therefore calling unto Mind the

Mortality of My Body and Knowing that it appointed for all men

once to Dye do Make and ordain Thismy Last will and Testament

That isto Say Principlly and first of al | Give and Recomend My

Soul Into the Hands of GOD that Gave it and My Body | Recomend

to the Earth; to Be Buried in Decent Christian Burial at the Discretion

of my Executors No thing Doubting But at the Generall Resurcetion

| shall receive the Same again by the mighty Power of GOD : --

And as Touching such worldly Estate as it hath Pleased GOD : to Bless

me within this Life | Give, devise and Dispose of the Samein

the following manner and Form - - - - - -
Imprimis

| Giveto My well Beloved wife Rebecca Barrett the use and Improve

ment of the Lower room and Chamber with Part of the Seller under the Same in the westerly End
of my Present Dwelling House So Long as She Remains my widow

also all My House Hold furniture within Doors Except one Silver Spoon

to Each of My Sons and a Silver Tankard to James Barrett My Eldest

Son at My wives Decease also | Giveto My Said wife the Sum of Six Pounds
to be Paid her yearly and Every year During Her Natural Lifeto be

Paid her by my son Peter Barrett and | Give to My Said wife Eighteen Bushels
of Grain half of Indian Corn and half of Rye and one Cow to Be well supplied
winter and Summer with a Sufficiency of Fire wood for one Fire Cutt and Brought
to her Door Doctors and Nurses to be Provided for her as She may need

and all other Nesasery in Time of Sickness and a good horse Provided

for her So offten as She Shall have ocation and one hundred and Twenty weight
of Good Pork and one Hundred weight of Beef and two Barrels of Good

Cyder and a Conveinent Quantity of Sause are to Be Proovided for her

by My son Peter Barrett yearly and Every year So Long as She Remaigns

My widow; Allso| Giveto My Said wife My Silver and Gold Coin to be

at her own Disposal --

and My will isthat My weari ng apparll Be Equally divided among

My Sons - -

and My will Further |sthat al My House Hold Furnltureat My wives Decease
be Equally Divided among My Daughters. - - - - -
ltem

| Give and Begueath to James Barrett My Eldest Son the Sum of one Hundred
and Thirty-three Pounds Six Shillings and Eight Pence to be Paid him within one
year after My Decease by My son Peter Barrett - - - -
ltem
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| Give and Bequeath to Nathan Barrett My Second Son the Sum of one
Hundred and Thirty Three Pounds Six Shillings and Eight Pence which |
order My Son Stephen Barrett to Pay him within one year after My

ltem

| Give and Begqueath to My Son Stephen Barrett and to his Heirs and

assigns Forever the one half for Quantity and Quality of all My Lands

lying in The Town of Holden in the County of Worster upon Condition

he pay the aforesaid Sum of one Hundred and Thirty-three Pounds Six Shillings
and Eight Pence to his Brother Nathan Barrett - - - -
ltem

| Give and Begueath to Lydia Melvin My Eldest Daughter the Sum

of Sixty Six Pounds Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence to be Paid her by

My Son Peter Barrett within Two years after My Decease - - -
ltem

| Give and Bequeath to The Children of My Daughter [ Rebecca] Minott the
Sum of Sixty Six Pounds Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence to be Paid

them or their Legal Represantetive By My Son Peter Barrett within

Two years after My Decease - - - - - -

ltem

| Give and Bequeath to Persis Potter My Third Daughter the Sum of

Sixty Six Pounds Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence To Be Paid her

by My Son Peter Barrett within Two years after My Decease

ltem

| Give and Bequeath to Lucy Barrett My youngest Daughter the

Sum of Sixty Six Pounds Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence to be Paid

her within Two years after My Decease by My Son Peter Barrett

ltem

| Give and Bequeath to Peter Barrett My youngest Son and to his

Heirs and assigns For Ever al My Buildings and Lands Not by Me

Disposed of inthis My Last will and Testament to My Son Stephen

Barrett to Come in to the Possession of at My Decease Excepting that Part

of Building which | have Given My wife the improvement of and to come into
Their Posession of that at My wives Decease or Marriage - -

also | Giveto My Said son Peter Barrett all My [Mansion] stock with all My
My Husbandry Tools and The Time of My Negro boy Philip until he arrives

at the age of Thirty Yearsal upon Condition that he Pays the above L egacy

to My Son James Barrett and My Daughter Lydia Melvin: the Children of My
Daughter [Rebecca] Minott, and to My Daughter Persis Potter and My Daughter Lucy
Barrett and Finds and Provides for his Mother al and Every article

above Mentioned yearly and Every year So Long as above ordered.

Also | Give and Bequeath to My Two Sons James Barrett and Peter Barrett My
Pue in Concord Meeting House Reserving Liberty for My wife and My Daughter
Lucy to Injoy Each of them a Seat in the Same untill their Decease or Marriage
and My will further isthat M y Fatt Cattle Notes of hand be Turned into Money
and that with My Cash on hand (excepting the Silver and Gold Given to My
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wife) be Taken into My Executors hands and after Paying My Just Debts
Funeral Charges and Settling accompts the Remainder if any There be

Be Equally Divided among all My Children - - - - -
And | do Nominate appoint and ordain My Two Sons James Barrett and
Peter Barrett the sole Executors of thisMy Last will and Testament

and | do hereby utterly disavow revoak and Disannull all and Every other
former Testaments wills Legacies and Bequests and Executors by Mein
any ways Before Named willed and Bequested Ratifying and Confirming
This and no other to be My Last Will and Testament In

witness where of | have here unto Sett My hand and

Seal Theday and year first above written.

Signed Sealed and Delivered

Pronounced and

by the Said James Barrett

ashisLast will and

Testament in the

in the James Barrett

Samuel Barrett
Amos Barrett
Stephen Hosmer

[Witnesses]
Samuel Barrett
Amos Barrett
Stephen Hosmer



