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For Immediate Release: February 12, 2008
Contact: Ralph Bell
Phone: 760 878-2194 ext. 2706
TEMPORARY ROAD DETOUR AND MESS HALL RESTORATION
UNDERWAY AT MANZANAR
On Tuesday, February 19, and Wednesday, February 20, the National Park Service (NPS) will close the southern portion of the Manzanar National Historic Site auto tour road to finalize recent improvements. In January, NPS maintenance staff from Manzanar and Death Valley National Park began grading and compacting the tour road from the cemetery area to the sentry post. However, they were unable to complete the project due to heavy rains.

The one-way, 3.2-mile dirt road provides opportunities for visitors to drive the perimeter of the former internee housing area. During the closure visitors will still be able to explore key site features including the recently stabilized Block 34 garden, the hospital complex, and the camp cemetery.  The temporary exit route for vehicles will be from the cemetery to a road on the north boundary of Manzanar National Historic Site.

On February 19, the NPS will also excavate a hole for a new permanent vault toilet which will be installed in the cemetery parking area. In addition, from February 18 – 29 a historic preservation crew from Rocky Mountain National Park will work on exterior restoration of the World War II-era mess hall. “We are grateful for the assistance of other national parks in completing these important projects at Manzanar and look forward to having an improved tour road and, eventually, a restored mess hall.”
During the detour, visitors may still access the entire site on foot and the Interpretive Center will be open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The center features 8,000 square feet of exhibits, an award-winning introductory film, and a bookstore operated by the non-profit Manzanar History Association. More than 300,000 people have visited the center since its April, 2004 grand opening. Park rangers offer guided walks and talks for the public and school groups. For more information, please call 760-878-2194 or visit Manzanar’s web site at  www.nps.gov/manz. 
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