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For Immediate Release:  May 14, 2009
Contact: Alisa Lynch
Phone: 760 878-2194 ext. 2711
VOLUNTEER SABURO SASAKI AND

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE CATHY ERICKSON

PRESENT PROGRAMS FOR MANZANAR VISITORS

Through June 8, 2009, Volunteer Saburo Sasaki and Artist-in-Residence Cathy Erickson will present a variety of special programs for Manzanar visitors.

In April 1942, seven-year-old Saburo and his family were sent to Manzanar from their farm in the San Fernando Valley. Saburo attended 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades in camp. In October 1945, his family relocated to Cleveland, Ohio. As an adult, he spent 35 years working for General Motors. Since 2005, Saburo and his wife Ann have volunteered each Spring at Manzanar. While Ann works in the interpretive center and assists with numerous projects, Saburo spends much of his time talking with visitors and leading special programs for students and other groups. 

Cathy Erickson made her first quilt in 1996 while waiting for her daughter during dance class. In 2002, she began making art quilts using Japanese-style fabrics. That same year she met Margaret Chula and together they created a series of quilts and poetry inspired by the stories and photos of Japanese Americans in internment camps in the 1940s. Since then, the camps have inspired nearly all of Cathy’s pieces.
In addition to presenting off-site programs for local schools and groups, Saburo will often be available in the interpretive center to meet with visitors and present programs through June 8. Cathy will be working at the site weekdays and present a special program on Saturday, May 23 at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. She will also present off-site programs. A special exhibit of her quilts and the accompanying poems are on display in the interpretive center through June 8.
The Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center is open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily. The Interpretive Center features 8,000 square feet of exhibits and an award-winning introductory film, as well as a bookstore operated by the non-profit Manzanar History Association. Admission is free. A brochure highlights key points for a self-guided 3.2-mile auto tour, including foundations, rock gardens, historic orchards, and the camp cemetery. The site is accessible from dawn to dusk every day.

For more information, please call (760) 878-2194 ext. 2711 or visit the website at www.nps.gov/manz.
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