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MANZANAR HOSTS SPECIAL EVENTS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 38TH ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE SET FOR APRIL 28, 2007
Manzanar National Historic Site invites the public to participate in a weekend of special activities surrounding the Manzanar Committee’s 38th annual Pilgrimage to Manzanar.  This year visitors will be able to experience music, paintings, film screenings, speeches, and a public reception. All events are free.
On Friday, April 27, the Independence Chamber of Commerce and the Friends of Eastern California Museum will host a public reception from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Eastern California Museum at 155 Grant Street in Independence. 

The Manzanar Committee’s 38th annual Pilgrimage begins at noon Saturday at the Manzanar Cemetery. The Pilgrimage includes guest speakers, an interfaith memorial service, taiko drumming, and bagpipe music.  This year’s Pilgrimage theme is “One Life…A Legacy For All” in honor of former Manzanar Committee Chair Sue Kunitomi Embrey who coordinated the Pilgrimage for 37 years and was the driving force behind the preservation of Manzanar. Ms. Embrey passed away in May 2006.

The Manzanar Committee’s "Manzanar After Dark (MADness!)" program that evening will feature intergenerational discussions, an open mic session, a pilgrimage retrospective video, and a film screening of Pilgrimage, a film by Tad Nakamura. MAD takes place from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Interpretive Center.
---more---

The National Park Service has declared April 28th the first National Junior Ranger Day. From 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Park Rangers and volunteers will be available to assist “kids of all ages” with a Junior Ranger Activity Booklet consisting of a dozen activities that highlight Manzanar and the Owens Valley.  While activities are targeted to children between the ages of 4 and 15, anyone is welcome to participate and will receive a special Junior Ranger Day button and certificate.

Manzanar History Association will host author and filmmaker Karen Ishizuka and filmmaker Robert Nakamura who will sign their works in the bookstore on Saturday from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Ms. Ishizuka and Mr. Nakamura have been creating films on Japanese American history for decades, including the award-winning films Toyo Miyatake: Infinite Shades of Gray and Something Strong Within. In 2006, Ms. Ishizuka published Lost and Found: Reclaiming the Japanese American Incarceration which narrates the processes of revelation that unfolded as former internees and others confronted the experience of the camps. The book explores how the dual act of recovering—and recovering from—history necessitates private and public mediation between remembering and forgetting, speaking out and remaining silent. 
On Sunday, April 29 and Monday, April 30, special guest docent and Eastern Sierra fishing guide Cory Shiozaki will share stories, images, and artifacts related to Japanese Americans who ventured out of camp to fish. On both April 29 and 30, he will present one hour talks beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the West Theatre of the Manzanar Interpretive Center. At 1:00 p.m. Sunday he will present a 90 minute talk and walk at the former Manzanar Reservoir (High clearance vehicles required). At 1:00 p.m. on Monday Mr. Shiozaki will lead a walk to Bairs Creek, one of many internee fishing holes. Those wishing to attend the walking tours should meet in the bookstore lobby and plan to bring water and wear sunscreen, sturdy walking shoes, and a hat. From 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. both days Mr. Shiozaki will meet with visitors in the Interpretive Center.  These activities will kick off a new exhibit on the fishing adventures of Manzanar internees in the Interpretive Center.

In addition to the exhibits and award-winning film, visitors are invited to experience Manzanar History Association’s “Selected Artists from the Henry Fukuhara Annual Alabama Hills and Manzanar Workshop” art show from April 20 through May 6. This exhibition will take place on the stage in the Interpretive Center.
---more---

Through October 21, Eastern California Museum, hosts GULAG: Soviet Forced Labor Camps and the Struggle for Freedom. The exhibit was developed by the National Park Service, in a unique partnership with the Gulag Museum at Perm-36, Russia, the International Memorial Society, and Amnesty International USA. It is the first exhibition in the United States on the Soviet Gulag. Eastern California Museum is open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily (closed Tuesday).
With the exception of Friday’s reception and the Gulag exhibit, all events will take place at Manzanar National Historic Site, located 6 miles south of Independence, 9 miles north of Lone Pine; approximately 230 miles northeast of Los Angeles, off U.S. Highway 395. 

Nearly 300,000 visitors have experienced the Manzanar Interpretive Center since its April 2004 grand opening. The Interpretive Center is open every day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 pm, except for Saturday April 28 when it will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Admission is free. For more information, please call (760) 878-2194 or visit Manzanar National Historic Site’s website at www.nps.gov/manz. 
-- END --
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