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Manzanar to host Special segment preview of

The Manzanar Fishing Club january 8

Manzanar National Historic Site is honored to host a special segment preview of the soon-to-be-released film The Manzanar Fishing Club at 11:00 a.m., Sunday, January 8, 2012.

Six years in the making, The Manzanar Fishing Club is a feature-length documentary chronicling the World War II internment of Japanese Americans from a unique perspective:  through the eyes of those who defied the armed guards, barbed wire, and searchlights to fish for trout in the surrounding waters of the Eastern Sierra. By emphasizing personal stories, the film shows how a courageous few were able to take back moments of dignity and freedom through the simple act of fishing.  As the narrator explains, “While legal battles were being waged in faraway courtrooms, the fishermen were exercising their rights on the ground.”

The film was conceived by cinematographer-turned-director Cory Shiozaki, who collaborated with writer Richard Imamura. Both Shiozaki and Imamura are avid fishermen whose parents were among the 120,000 Americans of Japanese descent confined during World War II.  The project was supported by the California State Library/California Civil Liberties Public Education Program, the National Park Service/Japanese American Confinement Sites grant program, the Manzanar Committee, and private donors. 
Shiozaki and Imamura will show a 27-minute clip and share some of their experiences in creating the film. The program is free and open to the public. Manzanar National Historic Site is located at 5001 Highway 395, six miles south of Independence, California.  For more information on the program, please call 760-878-2194 ext. 3310 or visit Manzanar’s website at www.nps.gov/manz.
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