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For Immediate Release:  July 24, 2009
Contact: Ted White or Richard Potashin
Phone: 760 878-2194 ext. 2717 or ext. 2712
artist and author cathy erickson
to sign books and present program

for manzanar visitors Saturday August 1
and Sunday August 2
· Book signing 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, and 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Sunday
· Interpretive program 2:00 p.m. Saturday
Cathy Erickson made her first quilt in 1996 while waiting for her daughter during dance class. In 2002, she began making art quilts using Japanese-style fabrics. That same year she met Margaret Chula and together they created a series of quilts and poetry inspired by the stories and photos of Japanese Americans in internment camps in the 1940s. Since then, the camps have inspired nearly all of Cathy’s pieces.

Cathy will be signing copies of the book she co-authored with Margaret Chula entitled, What Remains:  Japanese Americans in Internment Camps, and presenting a special program on Saturday, August 1.  The program is free and open to the public.
The Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center is located at 5001 Highway 395, six miles south of Independence, California, and is open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily. The Interpretive Center features 8,000 square feet of exhibits and an award-winning introductory film, as well as a bookstore operated by the non-profit Manzanar History Association. A brochure highlights key points for a self-guided 3.2-mile auto tour, including rock gardens, historic orchards, and the camp cemetery. For more information, please call (760) 878-2194 or visit the website at www.nps.gov/manz.
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