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 COMING SOON: MANZANAR WILL LAUNCH A JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM TO HELP KIDS EXPLORE THE SITE AND ITS STORIES
Manzanar National Historic Site is about to join the ranks of National Park Service sites with special Junior Ranger programs geared to children.  Manzanar’s program will offer a great opportunity for children to interact with National Park Rangers, experience exhibits, watch the 22-minute film and explore the site.  Participants in the program will complete an activity booklet consisting of a dozen activities including a scavenger hunt, word puzzle, word search, mapping and writing activities.  These activities highlight the Manzanar and Owens Valley history and introduce the peoples who lived on site.  The program will be available at the start of the new year.
While many children struggle with the concept of internment, the Junior Ranger program will offer one way for them to connect with the story.  Children who complete the program will earn a Junior Ranger badge and certificate.  Activities are targeted for children between the ages of 4 t0 15, however, anyone is welcome to participate.  We believe families will enjoy an opportunity to engage in the story together.  
Manzanar’s Junior Ranger program was planned and designed by Student Conservation Association (SCA) intern, Zach Hunt.  Zach, a Big Pine High School Graduate, is a current student at the University of California, Santa Barbara.  He worked extensively with Park Rangers Carrie Andresen-Strawn, Erin Brasfield and other members of the park staff, in preparation of the program.  
Manzanar’s Junior Ranger program was made possible by the Junior Ranger Ambassadors Initiative Program.  This program is a partnership between the National Park Service (NPS), the National Park Foundation (NPF) and the Student Conservation Association (SCA), and is made possible through the generous support of Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc., a National Corporate Partner of the National Park Foundation.

Visit the Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center anytime after January 2007 to participate in the Junior Ranger program.  The Park Rangers will be available to assist the children with the interactive activities.   The Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center is located at 5001 Highway 395, six miles south of Independence, California.  For more information on the program, please call 760-878-2194 ext. 2710 or visit Manzanar National Historic Site’s website at www.nps.gov/manz.
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