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SPECIAL DOCENT AND AUTHOR EVENTS 
AT MANZANAR FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY
  

Two special guests will share their stories with Manzanar visitors in the coming weeks. Former internee Hank Umemoto will lead talks and meet with visitors on Saturday, June 28 and Sunday, June 29, and also Friday, July 4, Saturday, July 5, and Sunday, July 6. Owens Valley author and historian Jane Wehrey will sign copies of her new book, Manzanar, on Friday, July 4, Saturday, July 5, and Sunday, July 6.

Hank Umemoto was 14 years old when he was sent to the Manzanar War Relocation Center during World War II. Today, Umemoto revisits stories from camp as a visiting docent at Manzanar NHS. The public is invited to join Umemoto as he shares colorful stories such as “Grandeur Once Denied,” “From Paradise to Pewkin’ Hell,” and “From Manzanar to Mt. Whitney” both in the Interpretive Center and on walks around the site. Umemoto’s schedule each day is:
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Walk with Umemoto to Block 14 to hear stories about life at camp.

2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. Umemoto gives a 20-minute talk inside the Interpretive Center at 

the camp model.


1:00 to 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Umemoto meets with the public inside the 


Interpretive Center.


Jane Wehrey is a native of the Owens Valley with family ties to Manzanar dating to its early 20th century fruit-growing period. Wehrey has compiled more than 200 black and white images to convey the experiences of more than 11,000 people of Japanese ancestry confined at Manzanar during World War II, as well as previous occupations by Owens Valley Paiute, ranchers, and the orchard community. Manzanar is the most recent volume in the “Images of America” series from Arcadia Publishing exploring the nation’s past through historic photographs and graphics. Wehrey has worked closely with the National Park Service in the development of exhibits at Manzanar National Historic Site and is also the author of Voices From This Long Brown Land, an oral history-based account of the Owens Valley and Manzanar pasts. Wehrey will be on hand July 4 to 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. to sign copies of her book and meet with visitors.

The Manzanar Interpretive Center is open every day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. during the summer. The center is located six miles south of Independence off U.S. Highway 395. All programs are free and open to the public. For more information call 760.878.2194, ext. 2710.
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