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For Immediate Release:   January 10, 2008
Contacts:
Tom Leatherman, Phone 510-817-2701 (Pacific West Region)



Kara Miyagishima, Phone 303-969-2885 (Intermountain Region)



Rachel Franklin-Weekley, Phone 402-661-1928 (Midwest Region)



Frank Hays, Phone 808-541-2693 x723 (Hawaii)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SOLICITS ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS ON GRANT PROGRAM TO PRESERVE

JAPANESE AMERICAN CONFINEMENT SITES
Congress passed Public Law 109-441 in 2006 , authorizing a grant program to preserve sites that confined Japanese Americans during World War II so “. . . that present and future generations may learn and gain inspiration from these sites, and that these sites will demonstrate the nation’s commitment to equal justice under the law.” While no funding has yet been appropriated, Congress directed the National Park Service (NPS) to solicit public input and prepare a proposal for organizing and administering the grant program.

During September and October 2007, the NPS hosted 20 public listening sessions in 19 cities from Honolulu, Hawaii to Washington, D.C.  More than 400 people participated in these sessions and expressed their thoughts and comment. The NPS also received more than 400 written comments which provided valuable suggestions and insight on the best ways to preserve and interpret this chapter in U.S. history. 
All of the comments were reviewed, considered, and analyzed, and serve as the foundation of the grant’s proposed project categories, evaluation criteria, and program guidelines. The NPS invites the public to comment on these proposals either in person at January 17 meetings in Los Angeles, which will be audiocast over the world wide web, and/or by providing written comments through the NPS’ public comment website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/imro. Written comments are due by Friday, January 25, 2008.
For those wishing to comment in person, the national meetings will be held in Los Angeles on Thursday, January 17, 2008, at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. at Democracy Forum at the National Center for the Preservation of Democracy located at 111 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90012. The live audio broadcast of the meetings will be available on the internet. Details on how to access it will be available on the web page listed below.
From these comments, and those received earlier, the NPS will develop a report to Congress in mid-February. For more information on P.L. 109-441, please visit the following website: http://

parkplanning.nps.gov/imro or call or write the following NPS

regional contacts: 
PACIFIC WEST REGION (California, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, and other states not listed below) Contact Tom Leatherman by calling 510-817-2701 or Email: tom_leatherman@nps.gov.
PACIFIC WEST REGION (Hawaii) Contact Frank Hays by calling 808-541-2693 x723 or Email: frank_hays@nps.gov.

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION (Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Arizona, Montana, Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico)

Contact Kara Miyagishima by calling 303-969-2885 or Email: kara_miyagishima@nps.gov

MIDWEST REGION (Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio) Contact Rachel Franklin-Weekley by calling 402-661-1928 or Email: rachel_franklin-weekley@nps.gov.

Public participation and input in this planning process is vital to ensure a successful implementation and outcome of the grant program. 

​-- END --
Experience Your AmericaTM
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

