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PROFESSORS ART HANSEN AND CATHERINE IRWIN

PRESENT SPECIAL PROGRAMS ON MANZANAR
“CHILDREN’S VILLAGE” FEBRUARY 20 & 21
Among the 11,070 Japanese Americans confined at Manzanar during World War II, more than a hundred were children living at the “Children’s Village,” the only orphanage among the ten war relocation centers.  Orphans from three institutions—the Shonien orphanage in Los Angeles, the Maryknoll Home for Japanese Children in Los Angeles and the Salvation Army Japanese Children’s Home in San Francisco—were joined by other children ranging in age from newborns to 18-year-olds who had been removed from foster homes and adoptive families; separated from their parents due to FBI arrests; or born to unwed mothers in other camps. Some of their stories have been preserved in Dr. Catherine Irwin’s new book, Twice Orphaned: Voices from the Children's Village of Manzanar.
On Friday, February 20, at 7:00 p.m., Dr. Catherine Irwin and Dr. Art Hansen will read excerpts from the book, show a short video clip and share stories as told by a few of these “twice orphaned” children at Inyo Council for the Arts located at 137 South Main Street in Bishop, California.

On Saturday, February 21, at 11:00 a.m., their program will continue with a special guided walk to the former Children’s Village site at Manzanar. From 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Catherine Irwin will sign copies of her book and be available to answer questions. Visitors who wish to participate in Saturday’s program should meet at the Manzanar National Historic Site
--more--

 Interpretive Center, located at 5001 Highway 395, six miles south of Independence, California. Those joining the walk should wear sturdy footwear, and bring water and warm clothing. 
Dr. Catherine Irwin is assistant professor of English in the Modern Languages Department at the University of La Verne. She has taught courses in Asian American Studies and Writing at various universities in Southern California. Dr. Art Hansen is a retired Professor Emeritus of History and Asian American studies at California State University, Fullerton, and has conducted hundreds of oral histories of Japanese Americans. He has authored and coauthored numerous books related to Japanese American internment including Manzanar Martyr and Voices Long Silent and oversaw the publication of Camp and Community by Jessie Garrett and Ronald Larson, which documents the wartime attitudes and perspectives of Owens Valley residents towards Manzanar War Relocation Center.

The Children’s Village programs coincide with the February 19 “Day of Remembrance,” marking the date on which President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 in 1942, authorizing the U.S. Army to exclude Japanese Americans from the West Coast. During World War II, 120,313 Japanese Amerians were placed in ten camps, including Manzanar.
This spring, Manzanar National Historic Site is collaborating with schools, libraries, museums, and other partners in Inyo and Mono counties for a “Community Reads” program. During the months of February, March, and April, local residents are encouraged to read Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James Houston and attend special programs, events and exhibits at Manzanar and a host of other locations in Inyo and Mono counties.
For more information on Manzanar National Historic Site, please call 760-878-2194 or visit www.nps.gov/manz. For more information on the “Community Reads” program visit www.inyo.k12.ca.us  or www.inyo.org/calendar.
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