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For Immediate Release:  June 22, 2009
Contact:  Ted White or Richard Potashin
Phone: 760 878-2194 ext. 2717 or ext. 2712
Former internee Hank Umemoto

to lead tours and show slides at Manzanar July 3, 4, & 5
· Guided tours 11:00 a.m. on Friday, July 3, and Sunday, July 5

· Slide show presentations at 1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
Hank Umemoto was born October 12, 1928, and was 14 years old when his family was interned at the Manzanar War Relocation Center.  As a “mixed-up teenager cooped up behind barbed wire” for  three and a half years, Hank managed to have his share of adventures and misadventures.  This Fourth of July weekend, Hank will return to Manzanar to share memories with visitors and revisit colorful stories such as “Grandeur Once Denied,” “From Paradise to Pewkin’ Hell,” and “From Manzanar to Mount Whitney.”
On Friday and Sunday mornings, Hank will lead walks to the site of his former barracks in Block 30.  Along the way, he will talk about life in camp, including a stop at the newly-restored mess hall in Block 14.   In the afternoons of July 3, 4, and 5, Hank will be showing slides in the Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center.
The programs are free and open to the public. Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center is located at 5001 Highway 395, six miles south of Independence, California.  For more information, please call 760-878-2194 or visit Manzanar’s  website at www.nps.gov/manz.
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