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Gulag Exhibit Opens with Weekend of Special Events in Independence, CA
The long-anticipated Gulag exhibit opens at Eastern California Museum on Saturday, February 17, 2007 with a reception and film screenings. Manzanar National Historic Site and the Eastern California Museum host GULAG: Soviet Forced Labor Camps and the Struggle for Freedom February 17 to October 21, 2007. 
Accompanying the main exhibit at Eastern California Museum, Manzanar National Historic Site will display “Faces of Resistance,” an exhibit of 48 photographs of dissenters in the human rights movement of the 1970s. Their peaceful resistance, inspired by physicist-turned-activist Andrei Sakharov, helped eventually topple the Soviet regime, and expose the abuses of the gulag. The images give visitors a sense of diversity of dissenters, and most of all serve to put a human face on the gulag experience. “Faces of Resistance” will be on display at Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center from February 17 to April 15, 2007.

On  Saturday, February 17 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Independence Chamber of Commerce will host a reception at the Eastern California Museum. The public is invited to enjoy refreshments and music as they explore the exhibit of labor camp artifacts, case studies, photographs, video footage, and documents. The powerful exhibit will give visitors a sense of the magnitude of the gulag and the seemingly minor things for which people were imprisoned. National Park Service and Inyo County officials will make remarks.
On Sunday, February 18, Manzanar National Historic Site will screen two Gulag themed films at the Manzanar Interpretive Center. Both films will be followed by a ranger-led discussion. 
At 11:00 a.m. A Forgotten Odyssey will be shown. This 52-minute documentary exposes the stories of survivors of the forced Soviet annexation of eastern Poland during World War II, when entire towns and communities were brutally deported to Siberia and Kazakhstan to Soviet forced labor camps. 
At 1:00 p.m. The Cold Summer of 1953, a 96-minute dramatic film, will be shown. Shortly after Joseph Stalin’s death in 1953, Lavrenty Beria, the omnipotent NKVD Minister, granted a broad amnesty, releasing hardened criminals that had been convicted of grave offenses. Wreaking havoc in the taiga forest in search of food and transportation, the bandits come across a small village where two exiled political prisoners are waiting for the arrival of a boat. It falls to those two survivors to defend the helpless village from the convicts.
The Eastern California Museum is located at 155 North Grant Street, 3 blocks west of the courthouse, in Independence. The Museum is open 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 daily except Tuesdays. The Museum’s phone number is 760.878.0258. 
Manzanar National Historic Site is located six miles south of Independence on U.S. Highway 395 and contains exhibits and audio-visual programs related to the World War II internment of Japanese Americans. The Interpretive Center is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. For more information please visit www.nps.gov/manz or call 760.878.2194, ext. 2710.


All events and exhibits are free and open to the public.
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