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GULAG EXHIBIT FINISHES CALIFORNIA RUN 

ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2007
Travelers from as far away as Italy, Russia, and Chile visited the Eastern California Museum in Independence, California, this year to experience GULAG: Soviet Forced Labor Camps and the Struggle for Freedom, a special traveling exhibit co-hosted by the museum and Manzanar National Historic Site. The National Park Service, in a unique partnership with the Gulag Museum at Perm-36, Russia, the International Memorial Society, and Amnesty International developed the exhibit to travel to Park sites that share themes of conscience and freedom. The exhibit will be on display at the Eastern California Museum through Sunday, October 21, 2007.
In addition to visitors from near and far, the exhibit drew individuals and families with personal connections to the Gulag camps, including survivors themselves born in countries such as Poland, Latvia, and even the United States. Many school groups and college classes also visited the exhibit to learn about the Gulag experience. A guest book in the exhibit recorded the comments of over 950 visitors, with frequent remarks of, “I never knew this happened,” and, “So good to see a story done on this.” 
According to Eastern California Museum director Roberta Harlan, “This exhibit generates conversations between people, even strangers, about the connections they see between the Gulag and other atrocities and injustices.” Harlan observes that people leave the exhibit with a deeper understanding of humanity. “It makes us all more aware of the world and how we treat each other. That’s a powerful experience to offer people, and visitors appreciate it.”
In addition to the main exhibit which opened on February 17, Manzanar hosted “Faces of Resistance,” an exhibit of 48 photographs of dissenters in the human rights movement of the 1970s, screenings of Gulag-themed movies, and teacher workshops based on a Harvard-University-created curriculum guide on the Gulag. 
As the exhibit nears its close, Manzanar NHS and Eastern California Museum are grateful for the support of Inyo County, Independence Chamber of Commerce, Friends of ECM, and many community and business organizations that helped make this exhibit possible. Manzanar Superintendent Tom Leatherman notes that this exhibit has been an exciting partnership and says, “We hope to continue this type of collaborative effort to offer programs which raise the awareness of these issues around the world.”
The Eastern California Museum is located at 155 North Grant Street, 3 blocks west of the courthouse, in Independence. The museum is open daily except Tuesdays. The museum’s phone number is 760.878.0258. After the exhibit leaves the Eastern California Museum, it will travel to Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site in Atlanta, Georgia.
Manzanar National Historic Site is located six miles south of Independence on U.S. Highway 395 and contains exhibits and audio-visual programs related to the World War II internment of Japanese Americans. The Interpretive Center is open daily. For more information please visit www.nps.gov/manz or call 760.878.2194, ext. 2710.
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