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Manzanar National Historic Site News Release

For Immediate Release:  June 12, 2009

Contact:  Ted White or Richard Potashin

Phone: 760 878-2194 ext. 2717 or ext. 2712

RETIRED U.S. ARMY COLONEL J. EDGAR WAKAYAMA

TO SPEAK AT MANZANAR SATURDAY JUNE 20

· Interpretive programs 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

· Informal question and answer during remainder of the day

Edgar Wakayama was born in the Manzanar War Relocation Center on March 23rd, 1943. Edgar’s family was among the 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry who were interned following Pearl Harbor. In 1945, his family was among the roughly 5,000 people expatriated or repatriated to Japan. Nearly sixty years later, on September 11, 2001, Colonel J. Edgar Wakayama was inside the Pentagon when American Airlines Flight 77 slammed into the west side of the building. He received the Soldier’s Medal for his valorous actions that day.

Edgar will talk about his parents’ experiences during World War II, as well as the amazing journey of his own life, that has taken him to Japan, Vietnam, Washington, DC, and now back here to Manzanar.

The programs are free and open to the public. Manzanar National Historic Site Interpretive Center is located at 5001 Highway 395, six miles south of Independence, California. For more information, please call (760) 878-2194 or visit the Manzanar  website at http://nps.gov/manz.
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