[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Sir or Madam:

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National Park Service (NPS) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate a range of alternatives for a proposed update of and revisions to the Fire Management Plan at Manassas National Battlefield Park in Manassas, Virginia.  
   
The NPS will be holding a public scoping open house meeting Tuesday evening, March 4, 2014, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM in the Visitor Center at Manassas National Battlefield Park, 6511 Sudley Road, Manassas, Virginia.  At the meeting, the project team will be available to discuss the purpose of and need for the plan, site characteristics, and other project information.  The meeting is also an opportunity for public involvement in the project to meet the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, because the battlefield park is included on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The purpose of the project is to meet the goals of federal policy for fire management at Manassas National Battlefield Park while providing park staff flexibility with fire management tools to meet management objectives, thereby increasing safety for firefighters who are fighting fires as well as public safety in general.  

The EA will address the project background, the purpose and need for the proposed actions, environmental issues relating to fire management,  potential impacts resulting from the alternatives considered (including the no action alternative), and public involvement and agency coordination. 

Comments will be taken during this meeting and throughout the 30-day public scoping period.  During this scoping period, the public is invited to identify any issues or concerns they might have with the proposed project, so the NPS can appropriately consider them in the preparation of the EA.  The NPS will accept comments on the proposed project through March 24, 2014. 





	Submit comments on-line by following the appropriate links at:  http://parkplanning.nps.gov/Manassasfiremanagement
Fax comments to:
Attn: Fire Management Plan EA 
Attn: Fire Management Plan EA 
(703) 754-1107
Submit comments on a comment card at the public scoping meeting
	Mail comments directly to:
Superintendent 
Attn: Fire Management Plan EA
Manassas National Battlefield Park
6511 Sudley Rd. 
Manassas, VA 20109






If you require additional information or special assistance to attend and participate in the public scoping meeting, please contact Bryan Gorsira with the NPS at (703) 754-1861 Ext. 1109, or by email at Bryan_Gorsira@nps.gov.

Thank you for your interest and participation in this process. 

Sincerely,



Christopher J. Stubbs
Acting Superintendent,
Manassas National Battlefield Park
National Park Service
