ith more than 400 miles of cave passageways, Mammoth Cave ranks as the longest known cave in the world. Mammoth Cave B3 IYIRZ10T0) 8% M amm oth C ave
National Park was established in 1941. In 1981, the park was designated a World Heritage Site, and became the core area of an - hat M b Cave National Park off ber of )

International Biosphere Reservein 1990. The park merits this extra protection and special status fgr its spectacular features on the surface gﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁgi; g:) thi?gitsurgvcee aig?ﬁieragrmﬁng e i I o National Park

and in the cave, and the way these features illustrate the connection between humans and their environment.

for these popular activities—tours can, and do, sell out. You may
. = . reserve tickets in advance for cave tours by calling (877)444-6777.
Ranger-Led Activity Schedule ¢ Spring 2015
& Memorial Day Weekend

Campground reservations are also available through this service.
You may also make your reservations via internet using the address:

: ol : i Spring Memorial Day Weekend . o www.recreation.gov
Cave Tours March 14 — May 22 and May 25 - June 12 | May 23 - May 24 e ; For Reservations. . .

Ranger-Led Programs

" S T
Mammot.h Passage Tour Offered as visitation warrants Offered as visitation warrants By Phone: (877)444-6777
Frozen Niagara Tour 9:15, 4:15 9:15, 4:15 DD e e (877)833-6777
Mammoth Cave Discovery Tour* Offered as visitation warrants Offered as visitation warrants (hearing impaired):
Historic Tour 9:00, 10:00, 12:00, 1:45, (2:15 Fri-Sat), 3:15 8:30, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00, 11:30, 12:00, 12:45, 1:15, Payment...
. 1:45, 2:45, 3:15, 3:45 Cancellation. ..
Domes and Dripstones Tour 9:30,10:00, 11:15, 12:15, 12:45, 1:30, 2:45,3:45  |8:45, 9:30, 10:00, 10:30, 11:15, 11:45, 12:15,
12:45, 1:30, 2:00, 2:45, 3:45 Cancellation fees apply. Call (888)448-1474 for more information.
§rtar Chamber Tour ;gg EIS:ri-iat)) Call Center Hours. ..
rog ; at-Sun 2:00 .
- - 9:00 am-9:00 pm Central Time, 7 days a week.
Introduction to Caving 9:30 (Sat-Sun) 9:30 ke s little i pt ot th ’ y ,ty VZ "  the best one f
Wild Cave Tour 9:00 (Sat-Sun) 9:00 gav: atolurseaggia(;ue;gsf/lv;e}ks f‘an Ifeasctrlggigﬁs(,l sj fecsuize;o’j uniiefsstazgewzgg/ (\ij;il be
Surface Walks & Prog rams—Free! Departu res White-Nose Syndrome (WNS) in Bats required before tl?e start of your activity. If you are unsure, ‘ask a park ranger to gxplain
Heritage Walk 12:15 (Fri-Sat) Bats are sick and dying here at Mammoth Cave and across the United z’:Z,\;‘ggsl}),eafgjt’ﬁd)%?;zlfj'n/\i\r/iﬁe{:t;: gqf ?g ;ﬁé’; ggz;z;%%zszs%sivga? ?g
Visitor Center Hours 8:00a.m. — 6:00p.m. Central Time 8:00a.m. — 6:00p.m. Central Time Statesand Canafla- Th? effecton bat. populationsisa ‘Wildlife. disaster’ years or older on all tours. »Cave and surface trails are uneven and slippery so be sure
. . . . .. unprecedented in our time, responsible for the deaths of millions of you have the proper footwear. Always look before you step. »All cave tours require
Not available by reservation. Tickets may be purchased at the Visitor Center on day of tour only. hibernating bats since it began in 2006. In the ecological process, some shirts and shoes for admittance. »Backpacks extending above shoulder height, camera
Note—Certain tours have age limits. Please review the tour descriptions on the reverse side of this brochure before selecting your tour. Youth under species could become extinct. /S S CMENE sy Gl S S e e 26 e G TS el e EOT Sl i
" 16 b ied b dult 18 1d 1l X X X X . the cave for visitor safety and resource protection. »Walking sticks and canes are
the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult 18 years or older on all tours. The dying bats have been infected with a disease called white-nose syndrome permitted on cave tours only when needed for personal stability or support. »Flash
. . . . .. Printed through (WNS), which awakens them when they should be hibernating. White-nose photography is not allowed on cave tours. »To protect air quality, smoking is not
D>The following items are not permitted on Cave Tours or in the Visitor Center: Any type of weapon (clubs, the assistance of  Syndrome was found at Mammoth Cave National Park in 2013. It leaves permitted in the cave or at cave entrances. B Year-round cave temperature in interior
batons, brass knuckles, etc.), pepper spray/mace, knives, or firearms. Secure these items in your vehicle, or N bats weak, decreases their flying ability, and exhausts the energy stored for Zassageways ;‘/ucttuates frtom the méd-ioi to )t(he low 66;5 (/r; degreeé Fahrerl;heir), y
. . . th irl inter’ 1 b f f d i il bl i th 3 . Th d f owever, winter temperatures can oe beliow freezing at entrances. Generally, you Wi
in one of the lockers pr ovided at the bus loadlng area. exi;u(;g%;vl; aiiitsiggi nfi 2;; 0(;?1 r el savaliabie n the spring cydieo be comfortable wearing long pants and bringing a sweater or jacket.
s .
T e P Though WNS is deadly to bats, it is not harmful to humans. Bats can,
. however, carry other diseases harmful to people, like rabies. While in the
For full park information, go online to www.nps.gov/maca or call 270.758.2180. JRIIGICHERLIERLT DT REI-R IV g4 park, y01’1 may see bats flying at odd times or you ’may see them on the ground,
Pri A $3 second-tour discount may apply to Historic, Domes alive or dead. Although the risk of contracting rabies from a batis very small,
rices and Dripstones, Frozen Niagara, and Mammoth Passage Ifabat flies into you, or if you pick up a bat, you may need to be vaccinated.
Cave Tour Adults Youth | Special Access Educational t(ﬁurs if pudrCh aseld in perSOE at the park for tours on What can you do to protect yourself?
* the same day only. Note: The entire Frozen Niagara Tour
Mammoth Passage Tour $7.00 $5.00 $3.50 Ui s 58 enyon % e Domes and Dripstones Tou% Parts of D>Never touch a bat. If a bat comes into contact with you, or if you see a bat in
Frozen Niagara Tour $13.00 $9.00 $6.50 M . anunusual place, please notify a park ranger. 3 5 :
ammoth Passage Tour are seen on the Historic Tour. Location Site Type Regular Special Access
Mammoth Cave Discovery Tour* $5.00 $3.50 $2.50 P>To decrease the likelihood of bat contact, wear clothing that covers your Mammoth Cave CG Regular $20.00 $10.00
Historic T $14.00 $9.00 $7.00 $5.00 skin, such as long sleeves, long pants and a hat. Group - MC 25.00
istoric Tour d 4 d d VIP 50.00 $25.00]
- Getting Here »Please be aware that cave tours and other activities may be modified or [Maple Springs Group CG [Group - MS 35.00
Domes and Dripstones Tour $15.00 $10.00 $7.50 Mammoth Cave National Park is located near delayefj ir_1 response to bat activity. »As a precaution QTOUCI.[ gorses-go IiOOkups %ggg \ :
Star Chamber Tour $14.00 $10.00 $7.00 $5.00 | | Interstate 65 in southcentral Kentucky, about 90 miles zoﬁggézglﬁlejféiﬁ ?ééhzz(h;tﬁ_n:;?d ants eQ:‘Q N Houchin Ferry CG P;f)z':fz?;i;)e Igfoztgfmntrv 12.00 $6.00 i 1 | .
from both Louisville, KY and Nashville, TN. From y & park,atipe P Mammoth Cave Campground is open March 1 - November 30. kA ;
Tro n/a $16.00 n/a - 4
g h h tak . itv): f h h on cave tours must walk on bio-security mats - - T
- - the north, take exit 53 (Cave City); from the south, : diately following thei »When visiti Maple Springs Group Campground is open March 1 - November 30. ') 3
Introduction to C $26.00 $20.00 $13.00 . . . A immediately following their tour. »When visiting - -
ntroduction to Caving d d d take Exit 48 (Park City). Signs will direct you to the another cave or mine, do not wear clothing or Houchin Ferry Campground is open year-round. * Va ‘/l M Va -
wWild Cave Tour $55.00 v $27.50 park Visitor Center. Our address is 1 Mammoth Cave shoes worn here without first washing them. Picnic Shelters a@% s‘g\@\
Parkway, Mammoth Cave, KY 42259 »For more information, call 270.758.2180, visit Open Shelter $50.00 -
. o . ) ) ] the park’s website at www.nps.gov/maca/ Limited availability. s 2 0 1 5
“Box office only—not available by reservation. qultli, is 6-12 years of age. “Special access p mfs,aref Or UISHOrS . . whifenose.htm, orinquire atp th% Visitor Center. Enclosed Shelter | $75.00] p r I n g
presenting Golden Age, Golden Access, and America The Beautiful Senior and Access Passes. *Educational prices apply We'reint h e c entra | Time Zone! - - - -
S . ) ) . Available weekends from March 1 to Memorial Day; Daily from Memorial Day to . .
to Kindergarten-College groups. Please call the park at 270.758.2180 to schedule your educational group. Labor Day, and weekends from Labor Day to November 30. W|th M emorfria I Day Wee ke n d




ctivities

Mammoth Passage Tour

D>Visit the Rotunda, one of the largest rooms in the cave and explore
a vast canyon passageway. Learn about prehistoric Native American
explorers, saltpeter mining operations, and basic cave geology. This
is a short introductory tour to Mammoth Cave. »1% hours, 3 mile.
Tour limit: 40. Total stairs: 160. Elevation change: 160". »Includes
part of the Historic Tour and all of the Discovery Tour routes. Offered
as visitation warrants. Call the Park the day of your visit to check
availability. Includes a steep outdoor hillside trail to and from the
cave’s natural entrance. This tour does not see dripstone formation
areas. Not available by reservation. »Meets at the Visitor Center.
Difficulty: Easy.

Frozen Niagara Tour

D>The Frozen Niagara Entrance provides easy access to this decorative
area of the cave. Walk through a fairyland of formations to learn
how dripstone is formed. An optional 49 step staircase takes

visitors under the Frozen Niagara formation to the Drapery Room.
This easy trip is ideal for people who want a short introduction to
Mammoth Cave. A ten minute bus ride to and from the entrance

is included. »1% hours, ¥a mile. Tour limit: 36. Total stairs: 12, plus
an optional 98. Elevation change: 50'. »Includes part of the Domes
and Dripstones Tour and Grand Avenue Tour routes. »Meets at the
Visitor Center. Difficulty: Easy.

Mammoth Cave Discovery Tour

D Visit one of the largest rooms in the cave and explore a vast
canyon passageway. Learn about prehistoric explorers, saltpeter
mining, early owners and basic cave geology on this self-guiding
tour. Rangers are on hand along this short introductory tour. »%
hour, 3 mile. Total stairs: 160. Elevation change: 160'. »Includes
part of the Historic Tour and all of the Mammoth Passage Tour
routes. Offered as visitation warrants. Call the Park the day of your
visit to check availability. Includes a steep outdoor hillside trail to
and from the cave’s natural entrance. Not available by reservation.
»Meets at the Historic Entrance. Difficulty: Easy.

GENERAL CAVE TOURS

Heritage Walk

DTravel with us along the Heritage Trail to learn how early residents
interacted with the landscape, and the role the Green River and
cave systems played in their communities. This boardwalk trail
travels along a forested ridge, with a scenic overlook of the Green
River valley from Sunset Point. »3 hour, % mile. »Meets at the
Visitor Center Back Porch. Difficulty: Easy.

All ranger-led surface activities are free of charge!

Historic Tour

>Feel the same excitement that intrigued our earliest explorers

and visitors. Leave initial large passages behind to descend into
deeper levels. Cross over Bottomless Pit, squeeze through Fat

Man's Misery, clamber up Mammoth Dome tower to return to the
Historic Entrance. »2 hours, 2 miles. Tour limit: 120. Total stairs: 440,
including 155 at Mammoth Dome. Elevation change: 300". »Limited
areas of the Discovery, Mammoth Passage, Star Chamber, River Styx
and Violet City Lantern Tours are visited on this route. This tour does
not visit dripstone formation areas. »Meets at the Visitor Center.
Difficulty: Moderate.

Domes and Dripstones Tour

>Wind down through deep pits and high domes via a 280 step
staircase. Vertical cave gives way to large canyons and underground
hill climbs. Visit the Frozen Niagara formation, then pass through
one of the caves most decorative dripstone areas. A ten minute

bus ride to and from the entrances is included. Formerly known

as the New Entrance Tour. »2 hours, 3 mile. Tour limit: 114. Total
stairs: 500, including 280 on initial descent. Elevation change: 250'.
»Includes the complete Frozen Niagara Tour route and a portion

of the Grand Avenue Tour route. »Meets at the Visitor Center.
Difficulty: Moderate.
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Star Chamber Tour

>Leave waning daylight behind as you enter the Historic Entrance
by lantern light. See the cave as it was seen by early tourists. Gaze
upward in the Star Chamber as a traditional illusion is recreated.
Follow your guide into mystical Gothic Avenue. Retrace your steps
and exit the cave to Kentucky’s nocturnal landscape. »2% hours,
172 miles. Tour limit: 40. Age limit: 6 and older. Total stairs: 260.
Elevation change: 160". »Includes parts of the Historic Tour, Violet
City Lantern Tour, Gothic Avenue Tour, Discovery and Mammoth
Passage Tour routes. Lanterns may cause some discomfort for
visitors with respiratory illnesses. Only adults may carry lanterns.
»Meets at the Visitor Center. Difficulty: Moderate.
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Sign language interpreters may be provided on cave
tours by calling 270.758.2180 at least two weeks
prior to the reserved tour(s).

ES

Gary Berdeaux

Trog

D>A kids-only off-trail adventure! Hike through the forest and find
out how the surface and subsurface are connected. Learn how
cavers safely explore today. Unlock the secrets of how cave life
survives. Discover a new world as you hike, crawl and belly-slide
through the cave. 23 hours, 172 miles. Tour limit: 12. Age limit:
8-12 years only. Total stairs: 200. Elevation change: 180'. »Shorts
and t-shirts are recommended for wear under coveralls. Parents,
guardians and/or chaperones must attend the first 30 minutes of
the tour to assist when children “suit up” with their equipment,
adults must pick up children promptly at the end of the tour.
Coveralls, kneepads, hard hats, and headlamps will be provided.
Sturdy footwear or tennis shoes recommended; no open toed s
Requires at least 2 participants. »Meets at the Hotel Dorms, ng
the tennis courts. Difficulty: Moderate.

| =N o a i

.

inag A ant ) }J AL | ‘ / (AT 1

Introduction to Caving

D>A wild caving challenge for new cavers or families! Designed

for both adults and kids 10 years and up. Learn the rules and
techniques of safe caving, and an appreciation of this special
environment. Similar to Wild Cave Tour, but shorter and less
difficult. »3% hours, 1 mile. Tour limit: 20. Age limit: 10 and

older. Total stairs: 280+. Elevation change: 250'. »An adult must
accompany visitors under age 18. Organized youth groups must
have at least two adult representatives accompanying minor
children. Chest or hip measurement must not exceed 42 inches; if
you are larger, you cannot physically pass through the crawlspaces.
Lace-up hiking boots that cover the ankle are required. Boots must
have good tread. No slick-soled footwear is permitted. No tennis
shoes allowed. You will not be allowed to participate in the tour if
you are not wearing proper footwear—No exceptions. Shorts and
t-shirts are recommended for wear under coveralls. Please bring
extra pair of shoes or sandals for use during boot cleaning after the
tour. All equipment and outerwear provided; no personal caving
equipment allowed. Requires at least 2 participants. »Meets at
the Visitor Center. Difficulty: Strenuous.

Wild Cave Tour

D>A wild caving challenge for adults only. Venture into miles of
undeveloped passageways no other tour sees. Be prepared for
free-climbing, lengthy crawls, wet areas, and tight openings. Good
physical condition is essential. »6-6% hours, 5 miles. Tour limit: 14.
Age limit: 16+; proof of age may be requested. Elevation change:
300'. »An adult must accompany visitors under age 18. Organized
youth groups must have at least two adult representatives
accompanying minor children. Chest or hip measurement must
not exceed 42 inches, if you are larger, you cannot physically pass
through the crawlspaces. Lace-up hiking boots that cover the ankle
are required. Boots must have good tread. No slick-soled footwear
is permitted. No tennis shoes allowed. You will not be allowed

to participate in the tour if you are not wearing proper footwear

— no exceptions. Shorts and t-shirts are recommended for wear
under coveralls. Please bring extra pair of shoes or sandals for use
during boot cleaning after the tour. All equipment and outerwear
provided; no personal caving equipment allowed. Visitors will
need to bring their own lunch or snacks and water bottle. A small
fanny pack will be provided. Requires at least 2 participants.
»Meets at the Visitor Center. Difficulty: Very Strenuous.




