United States Department of the Interior

MNATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Mammeth Cave Wational Park
BO. Baox T
Mammoth Cave, Kentucky 42259.2007

LM BEPLY REFER TC:
L7617 X H4217

June 13, 2004

Memorandum

To: Files

From: Deputy Superintendencz, Mammoth Cave Nabtional Park
Subiect: Amendment to Envircomental Assessment, Mammoth Cave

Failrocad Bike and Hike Trail

The purpose of this memorandum is te document the decizion to amend
the Environmental Assessment for construction of thne Mammoth Cave
Railroad Bike and Hike Trail.

The Envirocnmentzl Assessment for this projectk was complekbed in 19%0
and a Finding of No Significant Iwmpact was signed by the Regiomal
Director on July 12, 1530. BESince that time the project has been
modiZied to include 2 new segmenk between Chaumont and Park City and
minor adjustments in the roukte.

Congultaticn with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) regarding the
changes was completed in June 2004. FWE concurred thab there would he
no adverse impacts on wetlands or federally listed endangered or
threatened apeciesg. A Phase I archeclogical survey of the changea was
completed in April 2004 with a finding that "nc further archecliogical
work is recommended.

Review of the changes found no additicnal issues or impackts of
significance that would warrant additionsl public review of the
project. <Consaquently, the envircnmental assessment is amended by
addition of this memo and the attached supporting documentation.

Eruce M. Powell

Attachmenks
1. FWS concurrence signed June 2, 24004
. Report of archeological survey dated April 16, 2004
. Maps of the trail route including changes
. Final Report: Mammoth Cave National Park Bikeway Trail, March
2004, by Parsons-EBrinkerhoff
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Summary of Changes to Mammoth Cave Railroad Bike and Hike Trail

An environmental assessment was prepared previously for this project, informal consultation was
completed, and a Finding of No Significant Impact was signed on July 12, 1990, Subsequently, onc
mile of the traill was complered, but the project has not been finished becanse funds have not been
available. We now have funding to continue the project. However, changes have been made in the
plans including addition of a 2.4 mile segment from Chanmont to Parl City. The atrached
prospectus, which was prepared as u conceptual document, explains the putpose and general layour
of the trail. Recently, field work was completed to define the specific route for the tmail. The
attached maps show the full layour of the trail. The changes that have been made since the previous
consultanon with .8, T'ish and Wildlife Service are shown by ved dashes and the unchanged areas
are shown as black dashes. Also scetions of the proposed mail that will be on the exisdng berm or
within the existing roadway prsm are indicated by a solid green line.

The changes are summarized below.,

1. A terminus will be established at the Mammoth Cave Hotel parking area, and a new txail
segment will be constructed along the road between the terminus and the Green River Ferry
Road. From the Green River Ferry Road sonthward a new trail will be built through a
wooded area to connect with the existing bicyele trail south of the Green Pond wetland area.
The trail will be routed to avoid the wetland.

-2

North of Sloan’s Crossing the trail segment between Doyel Valley and the top of Joppa
Ridge bas been realigned to reduce the trail grade o less than 5%. This segment will pass by
the Furlong Cemetery. The ridge top area is an old field simation that is dominated by
Easter Red Cedar and dogwonds. The section of trail that traverses the ridge side is open
woodland composed primardily of white and red caks mixed with maples and a few luckores.
The reconstructing of the Sloan’s Crossing Intersection resulted in 2 change in alipnment.

The new alignment will be endrely within the area disturbed by the reconstruction of the
Intersecton.

L

4. 'The parking area that in conceptual plans was to be at the Chaumont Intersection will be
constructed northwest of the entrance o Locust Grove Cemetery. The parkang area will
comisrructed within the existing road prsim in an arca thar s mainemined fescue mrf grass.

3. The trail between the Chaumone parlding area and the Chaumont Intersecaon will be shifted
from the north to the south side of the highway. The new segment will be mostly on the
railroad bern and the remainder will be along the grass roadside. At the Chaumont
Interscenion the trail will cross the Park City Road behind the stop sign.

6. Tlus new trail segment will be approximately 2.4 miles in length and will be located between
the Chaumont Tntersection and park boundary at Park City, At thar point the trail will join
with the Park City trail system which will include the crossing underneath I-65. This trail
segment is primarily on the east side of the Park Ciry Road. Much of area is old field
sitiations that were heavily distutbed during construction of the Park City Road in 1967,
The Park City Road was built as a “parkway™ to connect [-65 to the parle. The
Commonwealth of Kentucky owned the “parkeway” until 1991 when it was transferred to the
National Park Service. The property width is 330 feet from the road centerline at most



places, and anly exceeds that width in a few places. Ar Diamond Caverns, a section of the
trail 1,000 feet long will cross the Diamond Caverns property which is privately owned.

Tndiana bats and Crray bats are expected to forgr in the project area. The Indiana bat may roost in
trees in the project area. The potental effects include noise and dust from constructon activities
and removal of trees that may serve as roosts for the Indiana bats, Muost trees to be removed are
less than 4 inches in diameter. Larger trees can not be avoided where the railtoad berm will be used
and for part of the tresde location. Tree removal activities would conform to the park “Hazard ['ree
Management Plan” {approved June 20, 2000). The park completed formal consultation with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service befote approval of the plan.  Larper trees that are likely to provide
summer roosts for [ndiana bats would be removed when the hats are hibetnadng in caves.

All of the project area lies within groundwater basins that contain the Kenrueky Cave Shrimp.
Uncontrolled erosion could result in sediments reaching the base level cave streams and impacting
the Kentucly Cave Shrimp. Adequate erosion control measures will be installed where needed.

Two populations of Egygert’s sunflower have been reported near the project. Neither population
will be affecred by conscruction of the trail.

At the closest point the project is more than ¥4 mile from the Green River which contains at least
six species of endangreed mussels. No effects are expected related to the mussel populations.

With the mitgation measures described above, the project is expecred to have no adverse effects on
threatened or endangered species.
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Mammaoch Cave Nabonal Park
B Box 7
hlammoih Cave, Kenmcky 42739-2007
[ ZETLY NEFEH Tix -
L7617 X H42 1% EAEFHE ke No significant adverse impacts to wettands
‘ fvl—n J s Lat : urfep'erally ‘IStlIEE! endangered or thraatened
April 23, 2004 ;h i Loy }sp;% EIEE arltmrpa;ecl_from this proposal.
£ il B ke
AFP .= , _-,5; {f?féfﬁ'(f/i/%'?{/ ':_-l.,f'.;r.j-_q_’,,{ c;{r A
/{f{. Field Subeivisor “Date i
{ U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service -
Lee Andrews, Field SBupervisor Frankfort, KY 40601
Attention: Mike Armstrong :

Kentucky Field Cffice

United States Fish and Wildlife Sarvices
3781 Georgetown Boad

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

RE: Park Impact Aggezgment Number: TITA-BSR23
Project Title: Conatruct the Mammoth Cave Railrcocad Bike
and Hike Trail

Dzar Mr. Andrews:

Enclosed is a copy of documentation related to a proposed
project, identified above, at Mammoth Cave National Parxk. We
request informal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangesred
Species Act in relation to this proposal.

Ln Envircnmental Assessment was prepared previously for this
project, informal consultation was completed, and a Finding of
No Significant Impact was signed on July 12, 1880,

Subsequently, cne mile of the trail was completed, but the
project has not been finished because fundz hawve not been
available. We now have funding to continue the project.
Uowewver, changes have been made in the plans including addition
of a 2.4 mile segment from Chaumont to Park City. A summary of
the changss is attached for vour review along with other related
documents. At Ehis time, we anticipate amending the existing
Envircnmental Agssessment rather than preparing a nsw one, and we
expect to begin constructicon in October 2004. The park staff
has completed an initial review of the proposal. Based con that
review, we believe the project will have no adverse sffects aon
any threatened or endangered species.
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Memorandut

Ta: Superintendent, Mammoth Cave
From: AgtingRegional Directar. Southeast Regilon
Subject:

Environmental Assgessment, Bicycle Traill Construchtion

We are pleased to enclose the approved Finding of No Significant

Impact for the subject proposal. This completes environmental

compliance and yvou may proceed with construction if all other

reguirements have heen met.
i o

Enclosure
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FINDING 0OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT i i
ON ENVIRCNMENTAL ASSESSMENT
BICYCLE TRATIL CONSTRUCTION
MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK

DESCRIPTION AMND FURPOSE

Conversion of the remaining zegments of the abandoned railrcad
berm for usze as a bicycle and hiking trail would accomplish two
objectives. It would provide an additional recreational
opportunity for park visitorsz, and it would provide for
separation of bicvele traffic from motor vehicle traffic on
narrow and busy park roads. The environmental effects of trail
construction will be minimized by u=me af previously disturbed
areds.

The bicyecle trall, as proposed, will be abhout 6-1/2 miles in
length. Approximately 4-1/2 miles will be on the railroad berm
and another 1/2 mile on existing abandoned roadbeds. The 152
mile Beawver Pond Trail will be upgraded for hicvele traffic.
adbout 1 mile will be new trail development. The route will be
cleared of brush and the tread will be gravel. The winimum tread
width i1z 6 feet with wider sections on the old roadbeds and at
selected places on hills to provide for safety and resting spots.

An Environmental Assessment was preparsd in June 1990. Please

attach thlsz Finding of No Significant Impact te the Envircnmental
Assessment.

SUMMARY OF ENVIRCWNMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

The proposal should have no adverse impacts on floodplains,
wetlands, lands covered under the Farmland Protection Policy Act
of 1884, or any endangered or threatened species.

Consultation with the State Historic Praeservation Officer and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation in compliance with
Section 106 of the Natiocnal Historle Preservation Act fregarding
this proposal was completed in May 1990. an archeclagical
reconnaissance found subsurface prehistoric materials at two
areas. Fill material will be used whére possible Lo establish
the trail surface, thereby, aveoiding disturbance of these
materials. Where 501l disturbance is neceszary to establish the
grade in these areas, an approved aArcheclogist will be present to
monitor the worlk.

Consideration has been given to the no action alternative. It is
rejected because it does not provide for preservation of the
railroad bperm or for inprovement in recreational opportunibies
for visitors.



CONCLUSION

The Mational Park Service has made a finding of Mo Significant
Impact since implementation of the proposal does not constitute a
major Federal action significantly affecting the human
environment and an environmental impact statement will not be
prepared.

Recommended: GMLLML&W 3 (J%'OVQLQ/( Date: er _Q’C)

David“A. Mihalic
SBuperintendent
Mammoth Cave Wational Park

e |
Approved: KZ Zﬁ/ ﬂﬁi{d_ Date: YT

FOR Robert M, Bakef
FRegional Director
Socutheast Region




MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
for

BICYCLE TRAIL CONSTRUCTION

June 20, 1994



EMNVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
far
BICYCLE TRATIL CONSTRUCTION
Mammoth Cave Natiional Park
Kentucky

I. PURPOSE AND NEED

Before the advent of automobiles and after the demise of stage
coach travel, the Mammoth Cave Railroad was the primary means

visitors used to reach Mammoetbh Cave., In 1931, the railroad was
abandoned. The rails and ties were removed leaving only the berm
as evidence of its presence. In the intervening years, road

construction has destroyed several portions of the berm.
Conversion of the remaining segments of the abandoned railroad
berm to use as a bicycle and hiking trail would accomplish Lwo
objectives. It would provide an additional recreational
opportuniky for park visitors, and it would provide for
separation of bicvele traffic from motor vehicle traffic an
narrow and busy park roads. The environmental effects of trail
construction will be minimized by use of previously disburbed
areas.

This Environmental Assessment is intended to facilitate
complliance with the ¥National Environmental Policy act and various
other related administrative and legi=zlative regquirements.

IT. FPROPOSAL

The bicyecle trall, as propesed, will be about 6-1/2 miles in
length. Approximately d-1/2 miles will be on the railrecad berm
and another 1/2 mile on existing abandoned roadbeds. The 1/2
mile Beaver Pond Traill will be upgraded for hicvecle traffic.
About 1 mile will be new trail development. The route will be
cleared of brush and the tread will be gravel. The minimum tread
width is 6 feet with wider sections on the old roadbeds and at
selected places on hills to provide for safety and resting spobs.

IIT. ENVIRCHNMENTAL CONSEQOENCES

Construction of the bicveole trail will require removal and/or
pruning of small trees and shrubs. Dead or hazardous trees near
the trail route will also be removed. In the approximately
l=mile segments of the trail not on the abandoned railroad berm,
removal of primarily oak, poplar and hickory trees will occcur on
approximately 1/4 mile. The remaining 3/4-mile segments have
been previously disturbed by farming and contain cedar trees and
small approximately 1 inch in diameter ocak and hickory trees.



Sowme out and fill will be reguired to establish grade for the
trail. An archeological reconnaissance found subsurface
prehistoric materials at two areas. Fill material will he used
where possible to establish the trail grade, thereby, avoiding
dimturbance of these materials. Where soill disturbance is
necesgary to establish the grade in these areas, an approved
archeologist will be present teo monitor the work.

The cy¥press knee sedge, Carex decomposita, is present at Beaver
Pond near the existing trail. This plant is a candidate for
listing as a federally endangered species. - The work near this
species is limited to upgrading the existing trail. This species
is not expected to be affected by the proposed work or the
subseguent increase in visitor use.

No negative effects are expected on floodplains, wellands, lands
covered under the Farmland Protection Policy Act of 132384, or any
endangered or threatened species.

IV, ALTERNATIVES

No Action -— If the trail is not built, the remalning portions of
the rallroad berm would not be preserved. An opportunity bo
provide for an additional recreational use and at the =ame time
reduce the problems associated with bicyele use on heavily
traveled highways would be missed.

V. CONTACTS
g het Jim Wuidlak, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Serwice
L Beth Horwvath, Scutheast Archeological Centerx

VI, ATTACHMENTS

15 Map of proposed trail route
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