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              Butch Sutherland, 802-786-0073

NPS Helps Woodstock Fire Department

With New Fire-fighting Equipment 

WOODSTOCK, VT – The Woodstock Fire Department and Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park are pleased to announce the joint purchase of a wildland fire-fighting truck and slip-on pump unit for the Department. The truck and pump will be used in wildland fire-fighting suppression and training in Woodstock and adjacent towns. Purchase of the crew cab truck was made possible through private funds raised by the Department. The funding for the pump came through the National Park’s application to the federally funded Rural Fire Assistance Program.

The primary purpose of the Rural Fire Assistance program is to increase wildland firefighter safety and wildland fire protection capabilities for rural fire departments.  These are departments that protect communities of less than 10,000 people and which play a cooperative role in providing protection to federal lands such as Woodstock’s Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park.

In addition to the truck and pump purchases this year, in 2003 the Woodstock Fire Department received equipment worth $9,035 through the Rural Fire Assistance Program. This outfitted firefighters with portable pumps and hoses, hand tools, and personal protective clothing. This equipment is stored on a trailer at the Department for easy transport to fires. The trailer will be hitched to the truck and pump for the early spring fire season.

Last year, the Woodstock Fire Department responded to three wildland fires in Woodstock and one in Hartland. Chief Lindley “Butch” Sutherland noted that:
-MORE-

“Even though the Woodstock Fire Department has very few wildland fires in the course of a year, we take our job very seriously and are always prepared. Equipment provided through the Rural Fire Assistance Grant will greatly improve the department’s ability to protect the woodlands in Woodstock as well as surrounding towns.”

Through an agreement between the National Park Service and the Town, the Woodstock Fire Department provides fire protection services to the 555-acre national park. Park Superintendent Rolf Diamant commented, “Butch Sutherland and the Woodstock Fire Department are great people to work with and we are pleased we can help the Department and the community with this acquisition.”
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