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EXCERPTED


This is a beautiful ranch set in the Elk River Valley, which is in the larger Yampa Valley in the mountains of northwest Colorado…Right now we're surrounded by incredible green because we had a long, wet spring and everything looks like it's just been absolutely bathed by this emerald light.  It's incredibly beautiful here.  It's an incredibly productive piece of land.


…probably the biggest challenges we have are the rising value of the land and the falling commodity prices…you know, we can't just depend on the farmers and ranchers to keep the open spaces open if it's not productive for us to stay on the land.  We have to be able to make a living.


And it was getting to be so contentious in this valley, it was almost like the environmentalists and the ranchers were squared off against one another, that finally one sane voice in the wilderness brought us all together and said, "We’ve got to start looking at one another as potential allies rather than enemies"…and so we sat down and started a dialogue…and we found that we had a lot more in common than what kept us apart, and what we all cared about was we had this passion for the land and we wanted to see that what we had preserved, and this incredible gift we'd all been given, we wanted to make sure that it was maintained.


To keep this place whole, it's much more beneficial and economical to keep the ranchers on the land.


This land means more to me than I can even think of the words to describe it…and I want 200 years from now for somebody to look back across this valley and have this valley still be intact and still be able to go down by the river and see the doe and her fawns and see the sand hill cranes still nesting and see those threatened species thriving and doing well.


And then we'll know that we did our job right.

