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EXCERPTED


My grandfather and my grandmother had many acres of land here along the river, which was farm area, and they homesteaded it. 


…the church is very small.  It’s, I think, considered a chapel…it’s brown on the outside, like most buildings are in New Mexico…The inside is also a brown, with blue trim.  And blue is actually used in New Mexico a lot, because it’s supposed to keep the evil spirits away. 


…as you walk out of the front door, the first thing you see is this magnificent mesa that is right at the foot of the Rio Grande…It’s magic, and it’s sacred, and it’s very spiritual.  This is a wonderful place for meditation.


…we used to come and visit the church, because that was the only thing that we thought was a community-based thing, the glue that brought people back to this area.


As I got older, we could see that the church needed some help, but it’s a big project, you know, to maintain a building.  And although the church is small, it still takes manpower, labor, and stuff. 


So we kept looking at the church, going back to the earth, and thinking, “We really must do something.  We really must do something.”  But, you know, talk is cheap.  You have to organize.  And that’s when Cornerstones [Community Partnerships] came in…They said they could help us organize the logistics.  If we could raise money and bring labor in, they would give us the expertise on what to do in bringing it back up and doing it right.


…what we’re speaking of in this instance is people coming together, whether they live here or not. And people do come together, because of the love they have for this building and this setting. And I think the love that develops also comes from the stories that are told about it…But I think if stories don’t get told, you lose it, and if you don’t have a place like this, stories don’t get told.

