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EXCERPTED
My neighborhood has an urban village feeling.  We have houses and we have apartment buildings.  We have cement and we have trees, and gardens, and parks, and tot lots.  And people when they're walking down the street, they stop, and they say good morning to each other, how are you. 

We have a lot of homeowners that have raised their families here.  Their families are raising their families here now.  And so there were people that had some roots and some history here.  And they worked with those of us who were newer to this neighborhood, and younger, to mentor us and help us grow, so that we can stand up for what we need to stand up for in this community, and make sure we have what everybody else [has] in the rest of the parts of the city.  

Community process at Dudley Street is key. 

            We had the opportunity to sit together and dream together, and come up with a shared vision of how we wanted to see this neighborhood grow, and what we wanted it to look like.  And we've been able to keep that vision in the forefront of our mind…as we go from having vacant lots with new housing on it, and town commons, and new parks, and community centers, we're getting greener.  It's great.

Personally, I would like to make sure that we continually are nurturing our young people in the history of what we've gone through…so that they will continue to advocate and speak for community process, always to be involved in whatever's going on in this neighborhood…. And that they take on that responsibility, and teach their young people, so that we never ever have to have a situation again where no one in this neighborhood stands up for what's theirs. 


A good neighborhood is for all people…You could have all the money in the world, but if you don't have a value system, and if you don't have integrity and ethics, you don't have a good neighborhood as far as I'm concerned.  We have those things here, and that's what makes this place special.

