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EXCERPTED


I live in the northwest corner of Montana.  It’s right up on the Idaho and Canadian border, called Yaak.  It’s about a million acres of mostly national forests.  Very densely forested, wet, low elevation landscape, more like the Pacific Northwest than the Northern Rockies.  Very dense, secretive, drippy, jungly kind of place.


It’s been hammered hard by management practices in the past, and that’s one reason our group formed the Yaak Valley Forest Council.  It’s made up entirely of people who either live in the valley, or own property in the valley, who have a personal and private commitment to this landscape, and an enduring one.


This little group has formed to lobby very actively for our goals, which are really simple…to keep the last little roadless areas in the valley as they are: roadless. 

We’ve been working real hard on that sustainable forestry, community forestry concept, trying to get local jobs in the woods that are based more on the quality of work and the quality of restoration, rather than just extracting high volumes of fiber.


We’re working really hard to try and get more opportunity where the workers can work in the woods, in those restoration opportunities.  And to get local workers working in the forests instead of bringing in crews from two or three states away, which is the common practice now.  We have some really good sawyers, some horse loggers, some small tractor operators in two-man teams, some father-son teams, really great workers who know to leave the healthy big trees and take the weaker, stressed trees.  


And it makes all the sense to us that if you can have local workers working in the forest, they’re going to do a better job…if you can get them on a system where they’re paid by the quality of work they do rather than how many board feet they can get out, then the woods are going to improve, and the community will improve…the forest will be treated as a place and a residence, rather than as a commodity to be liquidated, which has been the case in the past.


We’re hopeful.  We’re real hopeful that we can keep things the way they are.

