Creating 21st Century Classrooms: 

Connecting the Dots IV
Unit Title: Our Unique Place
Creator: Anne Lessard and Rachael Gustaveson
Topic: What defines a place, five themes of geography, local history
Grade level(s): 7
Content Areas: Language Arts and Global Studies
Approximate Duration: 4 Weeks
Enduring Understanding: Every place has unique features and needs exploring.
Essential Questions: How do you learn about a new place?




  What can learning about our own place tell us about other places?




  How does place influence a person?
Unit Overview: The seventh graders at Woodstock Union Middle School begin their year with an introduction to a new place: the middle school. The feeling is all about orientation and learning about their new building, including for some students, the town where it is located. Because of this, the unit (Our Place is Unique) has a local focus on the town of Woodstock. Students will learn the basics of geography by studying their local surroundings first, and later in the year apply these skills to the places around the world many are hearing about for the first time. The creators of the unit want to use a specific place in Woodstock to bring these new skills to life for the seventh graders. The Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park is a special place in which Woodstock Union Middle School has had a strong relationship. Students will showcase their geography skills by creating live presentations to distribute to local libraries. Experts from the park will give feedback on the presentations in preparation for an evening event.
Learning Goals:

Global Studies
H&SS7-8:10 Students show understanding of past, present and future time by
- Identifying the beginning, middle, and end of an historical narrative or story

H&SS7-8:11 Students interpret geography and solve geographic problems by
- Observing, comparing, and analyzing patterns of national, and global land use (e.g., agriculture, forestry, industry) to understand why particular locations are used for certain human activities. 

H&SS7-8:12 Students show understanding of human interaction with the environment over time by
-Describing how human activity and technology have changed the environment in the U.S. and world for specific purposes (reforestation)
 - Examining multiple factors in the interaction of humans and the environment (e.g., population size, farmland, and food production).

H&SS7-8:9 Students show understanding of how humans interpret history by reading and interpreting historic maps. 


H&SS7-8:8 Students connect the past with the present by
-Describing ways that life in the U.S and/or the world has both changed and stayed the same over time, and explaining why these changes have occurred. 

Language Arts:

READING:
R7: 12 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by…
-Organizing information to show understanding (e.g., representing main/central ideas or details within text  through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, summarizing, or comparing/contrasting)


R7: 15 Generates a well-developed and grounded personal response to what is read through a variety of means and through…
-Comparing stories or other texts to related personal experience, prior knowledge, or other texts or ideas


R7: 16 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by…
-Explaining connections about information within a text, across texts, or to related ideas
-Synthesizing and evaluating information within or across text(s) (e.g., constructing appropriate titles; or formulating assertions or controlling ideas)
-Making inferences about causes or effects
WRITING:
W7: 1 Students use prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and critiquing to produce final drafts of written products.
W7: 4 Students demonstrate command of the structures of the English language by…
-Using the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

W7: 6 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about text by…
-Stating and maintaining a focus (purpose), a firm judgment, or a point of view when responding to a given question
- Using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support focus or judgment

W7: 8 In reports, students organize information/concepts by…

-Obtaining information from multiple locations or sources when appropriate

W7: 9 In reports, students effectively convey a perspective on a subject by…
-Stating and maintaining a focus/controlling idea
-Writing with a sense of audience, when appropriate
KUDs:  
· Students will know:

· Woodstock, Vermont's characteristics in terms of the themes of geography

· There is a history of stewardship in Vermont, in particular Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historic Park (MBRNHP)

· The five themes of geography are place, location, human-environment interaction, movement, and region.

· The two principles of MBRNHP are conservation and stewardship.

· Students will understand:

· Studying places unfamiliar to us provide us with knowledge about the world with which we will be interacting.

· Every place has certain characteristics.

· Learning about our own place (Woodstock or VT) informs us how our place is unique.

· Stewardship is a personal responsibility.
· Individuals influence where they live and others that live in that place.

· Place influences people.
· Students will be able to:

· Identify the five themes of geography

· Apply the five themes of geography to the Marsh-Billing-Rockefeller National Historical Park (MBRNHP)

· Define stewardship and identify examples of stewards.

· Create a prezi to demonstrate understanding of the themes of Geography in regards to their hometown.
· Give a live presentation to the MBRNHP experts defining the park with the five themes of geography.

· Film presentations that will then be distributed to all school and local libraries. 
Pre-requisite Considerations
Students will have varying levels knowledge about Woodstock and the Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park. Students are coming to Woodstock Union Middle School from six or more sending towns and some may never have visited the park at all, while others may have visited frequently.

Not all students have access to Internet and other technologies at home, and therefore opportunities to work in school must be provided.

During orientation in the first days of school, students will be given a survey on their experiences with technology and visiting Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historic Park and Billings Farm. This survey will inform all technological introductions within this unit.

Because this is an introductory unit taught at the beginning of the school year, levels of differentiation will increase as the unit unfolds. 

Culminating Summative Performance Task:

In groups, students will create live presentations for the Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park (Woodstock, VT). Each presentation will be based on the five themes of geography: Location, Place (Physical & Cultural Features), Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, and Region. Experts from the National Park will assess the presentations and give feedback to each group using the rubric. Students will also receive feedback from others in the audience. The experts from the park will pick the top five presentations to present at an evening session open to the public. The experts will choose the themes each group will present. The students will present their themes at the evening session after taking into account expert feedback. All students will be expected to record their group presentation for distribution to all relevant school and local libraries.
Scoring Rubric or Assessment Guide:

	CRITERIA
	POINTS
	SELF-EVALUATION
	TEACHER EVALUTATION

	Location – Need to provide both absolute and relative location 
	10
	
	

	Place – 3-5 physical features and 5-8 natural features; 2-3 present cultural features and 2-3 past cultural features (all features must be specifically named)
	20
	
	

	Human Environment Interaction: How has the park changed over the four eras?

[From Marsh (1789-1869)--> Billings (1869-1954) --> Rockefeller (1954-1992) --> Nat’l Park(1998-present)]
	30
	
	

	Movement – There are 3 ways to demonstrate movement: agriculture (natural resources and products over time), where do the people come from (each steward and their ideas), transportation (different means of transportation impacting the park)
	20
	
	

	Region – how do the park’s principles connect to the lives of Vermonters? How does the park characterize the values of Vermont or New England?
	20
	
	

	Why is this place unique? (Incorporate knowledge of other protected lands compared to other people who have influenced National Parks)
	30
	
	

	Speaks clearly with limited likes, ums, or ahs and is fluid.
	10
	
	

	Presentation is well rehearsed
	15
	
	

	Has good posture, looks at the camera (makes eye contact)
	10
	
	

	Delivers information in a way that is appropriate to your audience (elementary school or live audience).
	10
	
	

	Demonstrates knowledge of topic by answering questions from the audience.
	15
	
	

	Adjusts and improves presentation according to feedback.
	10
	
	

	TOTAL:
	200
	
	


Group Work Reflection:

1. How well did your group work together?

2. What were some of your strengths that you brought to the group?

3. What were some of your weaknesses?

4. What were some of the challenges your group faced?

5. What specific skills did you learn that you are most likely to use in the future?

Lessons at a Glance
This unit design is to be taught in two different subject area classes: Global Studies and Language Arts. Due to scheduling and the division of these classes, the lessons are subsequently divided into these subject areas, but taught concurrently. A quick view of the schedule:
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