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I’m park Ranger William Morton of the National Park Service.  Welcome to the August  podcast of the Ranger News Network for Massachusetts area National Parks.  Here’s what’s happening at the parks.

Lowell National Historical Park

29th Annual Banjo and Fiddle Contest  

The sounds of Bluegrass, Dixieland, old time mountain picking, and the strains of ethnic dance tunes from all over the world.  Boarding House Park in Lowell, Massachusetts, on Saturday, September 6, 2008. Free workshops begin at 10:00 a.m.  The contests begin at noon and continue throughout the afternoon. Pre-registration for contestants is suggested. A printable Contestant Registration Form is available at the park web site
I Still Live  

Jim Cooke presents Daniel Webster`s last great speech of his career, speaking : "Not as a Massachusetts man, nor as a northern man, but as an American!"  supporting the compromise to preserve the Union even though it included the hated Fugitive Slave Act.  The Lowell Lyceum and Lowell Institute were a popular source of entertainment and scholarship during the "mill girl" era Time:  6:30 PM to 7:30 PM Location:  Visitor Center.  

Salem Maritime National Historic Site

Trails and Sails 2008  

On Saturday September 27and Sunday September 28 from  10:00 AM to 4:00 PM Salem Maritime will participate in the 7th annual Essex National Heritage Area Trails and Sails Weekend. The weekend includes more than 150 free events at more than 90 sites throughout Essex County that highlight the diversity of historic, cultural, and natural resources within the Area.

Fees: Free, but limited space. First come, first served.
Minute Man National Historical Park

Battle Road Trail Walk  

On Saturday, September 6 at 12:30pm Join Park Ranger Jim Hollister for a 3 1/2 hour guided walk along the historic Battle Road Trail. Learn about the events of April 19, 1775. Meeting at the Minute Man Visitor Center at 12:30, we will shuttle to Meriam`s Corner to begin the tour. Bring plenty of water! 

The Long Arm of the Law
What kind of crimes came before the local Magistrate in the early 1770s? Come to the Hartwell Tavern on September 20th and meet the Magistrate and the Constable, as well as a motley group of offenders. Will the plaintiffs be fined, sentenced to be flogged, or perhaps exonerated? Performances will be held at 11:00, 1:00pm & 3:00pm.

Tavern Talk  
September 14, 2008Time:  1:30 PM, 3:00 PM Location:  Hartwell Tavern - Rt. 2A, Lincoln. Imagine it`s September of 1774 and you are a guest at Hartwell Tavern. Join Dr. Charles Russel, a man of questionable loyalties (portrayed by Park Volunteer Michael Ryan), and other characters from the period for a discussion on educational funding, the Provincial Congress, and the "Solemn League and Covenant" (a total boycott of British goods). Be sure to bring your voice and brush up on your debating skills as this can get rather loud! 

All events are free!

Longfellow National Historic Site

Longfellow Student Poetry Awards with Poets Charles Coe, Sam Cornish and Peter Payack
On Sunday, September 14 at 2:00pm, Singer-poet Charles Coe, Boston Poet Laureate Sam Cornish, and Cambridge Poet Peter Payack read excerpts from their poetry and greet student winners from the greater Boston area who will read their original poems.  The New England Poetry Club and Friends of the Longfellow House co-sponsor this annual contest.

This event is free
Olmsted National Historic Site

Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site Presents Scholars  Roundtable Discussion 

A roundtable discussion with four visiting scholars titled “The Olmsted’s: Brookline, Boston, and Beyond,” will be held  on Sunday, September 7 at 1:00 pm. A major aim of this national program is to “promote the exchange of scholarly ideas between the NPS and the historical profession.” This free public event takes place at the Arnold Arboretum’s Hunnewell Visitor Center, 125 Arborway (Route 203), Boston, from 1:00 to 3:00pm.   
If you would like more information on any of the above programs and events or are interested in visiting any of the Massachusetts National Parks, please visit our web site atwww.nps.gov/state/ma
This is ranger William Morton for the ranger News Network, thanks for joining me
