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I’m park Ranger Andy Pearson of the National Park Service and I want to welcome you to the April podcast of the Ranger News Network for Massachusetts area National Parks.  Here’s what’s happening at the parks.

-At Springfield Armory National Historic Site,
 “No Background Music” on Wednesday April 1st is a powerful play on personal experiences of Vietnam  Army nurse Penny Rock that has returned to Springfield Armory NHS for a three day run. Just over 40 years ago, she cared for soldiers at the front lines.  The play is written and performed by Normi Noel.  Reservations are required.  (park phone # 413- 737-5167)

Beginning Mid-April through Mid-June, view the “100 Faces of War Experience Exhibit”,w ithPortraits and words of Americans who served in Iraq & Afghanistan. Portraits, painted by Amherst artist Matt Mitchellhis will be on display at the park.  Contact the park for more information on hours and times.
- April At Minute Man National Historical Park centers around Patriots Day activities.

Each year in mid-April, thousands of people flock to historic Lexington and Concord and Minute Man National Historical Park to celebrate Patriot's Day. Patriot's Day is the singular Massachusetts State holiday commemorating the opening battle of the American Revolutionary War, April 19, 1775.  For a full list of events, visit the park’s web site for an up to date overview of the planned activities. 
-Down at Cape Cod National Seashore, 
the park’s early spring series of family oriented nature programs continues.   All the programs are free and most begin at 2pm.  To see a complete list of programs you can visit their web site at www.nps.gov/caco, or call the park’s Salt Pond Visitor Center at 508 255 3421 ext. 0

At New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park,  in New Bedford 

AHA continues.  This free series of programs takes place at the parks visitor center in downtown New Bedford every 2nd Thursday of the month beginning at 5:00pm.  For more information you can call (508) 998-8253 ext 205

-At Longfellow National Historic Site in Cambridge, 

Here’s a real different tour of the Longfellow House.  Toilets, Closets, Attic & Basement .  Discover what is behind the closed doors of the Longfellow house on this family-friendly architectural tour.  This tour will be offered on April 21 and 23, reservations are required and fees do apply.  You can call the park at (617) 876-4491 for more information.

-Up at Lowell National Historical Park 

"At Home. With You." This  exhibit shows how the Visiting Nurses Association of Greater Lowell has been "at home" in Lowell for 100 years, how the agency brings health care to patients in their own homes, and how local clinicians have "found a home" at the VNA for their health care careers.  The exhibit opens April 4th and is free to all.
The Tsongas Industrial History Center is opening up “Boott Camp” again.  A whole variety of summer day camp programs are available to students from 8 to 14.  For a complete list of camps and there dates, please visit the park’s web site.

Many parks are adjusting their schedules for the spring.  If you would like more information on any of the above programs and events or are interested in visiting any of the Massachusetts National Parks, please visit our web site at

www.nps.gov/state/ma
This is ranger Andy Pearson for the ranger News Network., thanks for joining me.

