
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOWELL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 
 
 

FINDING AID FOR 
 

THE NANCY E. SAVAGE LETTERS 
1849 – 1852 

 
 

CATALOG NUMBER:  LOWE  15674 
 
 
 

PREPARED BY 
 

CLEE A. ACE 
       DAN WALSH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOWELL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
CURATORIAL DEPARTMENT 

 
AUGUST 2007 

 
 
 

 
 



 
  
                                                                                                                                   Nancy E. Savage Letters-i. 
 
 
 

 PREFACE 
 
This document, Finding Aid for the Nancy E. Savage Letters (1849– 1852), describes a 
group of letters written to Nancy E. Savage, of New Hampshire, by various friends and 
acquaintances.  They were donated by Sally Byrne of Holland, Massachusetts. They were 
cataloged at the Lowell National Historical Park by Clee A. Ace, volunteer, with the help 
of Dan Walsh, Museum Specialist. 
 
This finding aid has a list of the 14 letters with synopses. The original letters are held in 
the Cultural Resources collections in the Curatorial Department of Lowell National 
Historical Park.  Photocopies of all original letterds were created and are maintained in 
both the Library and the Curatorial Departments of the park.   
 
Researchers are requested to contact the park Librarian for assistance in accessing and 
using this material.  If original documents must be consulted, researchers are requested to 
contact the park Curatorial Department.  Users of these materials are advised to 
determine the copyright status of any document from which they wish to publish.   
 
Publishing authors are requested to cite their use of this collection in the following 
manner: Letter number, Nancy E. Savage Letters, Lowell National Historical Park. 

    



 
 
  Nancy E. Savage Letters – ii. 

 
 
 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
This finding aid describes materials in the Nancy E. Savage Letters, 1849 – 1852.  It is a 
group of 14 original mill girl letters which has been processed in chronological order. 
 
Nancy Emeline Savage was a mill worker in Peterborough, NH, who left the mill for 
unknown reasons. The letters from her friends and acquaintances were written from 
various locations in New Hampshire. There are three letters, April 25, May 9, and July 13 
that show no year. 
 
The letters are mainly news of friends and places that are familiar to Nancy Savage, 
whose correspondents referred to her by her middle name Emeline.  There is frequent 
reference to mills, working conditions in mills, and work available in mills in locations 
around New Hampshire. 
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                                                                                                                                            Nancy E. Savage Letters – iii 

 
 

 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
 

Accession number: LOWE 507 
 
Catalog number: LOWE 15674 
 
Quantity:  .2 linear feet (14 original letters) 
 
Storage:  1 legal archival document box containing both the original and the study      
       copies. 
 
Location: Lowell National Historical Park, 67 Kirk Street, Lowell,  
 Massachusetts 01852 –1029.  Phone 978-970-5000. 
 
Description:                The letters in this collection were written to Nancy Emeline Savage, who 

worked for a time in Peterborough, New Hampshire.  The dated letters 
cover the period August 28, 1849 to April 28, 1852.  Three letters have no 
year on them are dated April 25, May 9, and July 13.  They contain news 
of friends, activities of the correspondent, mill job information, working 
conditions in the mills, and availability of mill work. 

  
                      This collection of letters was donated to the Lowell National Historical 

Park by Sally Byrne, Holland, MA.  There is no information about the 
relationship of the donor to Miss Savage. 
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