2011 YOUTH CREWS ESSAY CONTEST
ESSAY PROTOCOL

The purpose of the essay contest is to add value to the overall summer experience with regard to stewardship and leadership experiences within the various youth corps.  The theme this year reflects ideas of the importance of physical activity and making healthier lifestyle choices as reflected in First Lady Michelle Obama’s “Let’s Move” program initiative. Participants are invited to share their pre and post program experiences by writing an essay about how their service learning project has shaped or changed their thoughts about how they live their lives.
Essay Topic:  What does the Great Outdoors mean to you? How have your summer experiences increased your appreciation for the Great Outdoors? 
ESSAY PROTOCOLS

· The Essay should be 500 (Approximately a page and half) words in length, however little weight should be given to this, it is a guidelines but not a qualifier. (Weight 0)
· Grammar/Spelling:  Members are informed that some weight will be given to grammar and spelling, however, this should not be a determiner of any significance. (Weight 10%)

·  The core of the essay should include the perceptions corps members had prior to starting the year, and reflections on what they have learned about stewardship, leadership, the environment and their community. (Weight 90%)
· Each youth crew leader is responsible for delivering information about the essay contest to their participants and setting up a system to select the top 3 from each crew

· Forward the top three entries from your program to Amy Glowacki at: 



 Electronic:  amy_glowacki@nps.gov


Fax: 978-970-5030



Mail: Lowell NHP 67 Kirk Street Lowell, MA  01852

All entries are due to Amy NO LATER THAN Wednesday, August 3th.

· Essays will be forwarded to the judging committee. TBD

EVALUATOR PROTOCOLS

· Evaluators will read each essay
· Evaluators will not reflect, discuss or review essays with other evaluators

· Evaluators will score essays in regard to their first choice, second choice, third and fourth choice.  

· Evaluators will be informed of the results prior to the general announcement

RATING PROTOCOLS and RESULTS
· The Volunteer and Youth Programs coordinator will verify the winner of the essay contest and cross check results.

· Results will be announced at the Youth Summit on August 19, 2011.

